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A 

fter a three-year ab-
sence from parliament, 
Kuwait’s opposition 
members and their al-
lies will return to the 

Gulf country’s political arena, win-
ning 24 of the 50 assembly seats at 
stake in the seventh general elec-
tions in a decade.

One-third of the new parlia-
ment’s members will be newcom-
ers and most of the seats won by 
the opposition will go to Muslim 
Brotherhood-linked candidates 
and Salafists.

Safa Abdul Rahman al-Hashem 
became the ninth woman to be 
elected to the Kuwaiti parliament 
since women first voted in 2006. 
Hashem was the only female can-
didate to win out of 15 who stood 
for the November 26th elections 
in which 70% of the eligible voters 
cast ballots.

Political parties in the traditional 
sense are banned in Kuwait, mak-
ing the opposition in parliament 

an unofficial marriage of conveni-
ence between segments of Kuwaiti 
society often with contradicting 
political inclinations — a mix of lib-
erals, nationalist and conservative 
Islamists mainly affiliated with 
the Muslim Brotherhood. Kuwait’s 
Shia minority community saw its 
parliamentary representation drop 
from nine to six seats.

The parliamentary elections 
dominated social media ahead of 
the vote, with sentiments con-
veyed ranging from the hailing of 
the democratic process to warning 
of electoral fraud or voting based 
on tribal affiliations.

“When you cast your ballot, re-
member your children and that 
you will go and the homeland will 
remain; at this moment you will 
get to know who you will vote for 
in order to stop the depletion of 
this nation that deserves good,” 
Mona al-Omran wrote on her Twit-
ter account. Youseif al-Hqqan 
posted: “May God help whoever 
seeks to serve this country.”

A matter of great concern for 
Kuwaitis has been voter fraud, par-
ticularly the practice of offering 
cash for votes, with a quote from 
George Orwell trending heavily in 
Arabic. “A people that elect corrupt 
politicians, impostors, thieves and 
traitors are not victims… but ac-
complices,” it says.

Voting based on tribal allegianc-
es also weighed heavily on some 
minds. “The electoral process has 

deviated from its course. I see de-
mocracy in the ugliest image when 
some prioritise loyalty to the tribe 
and the sect. And the nation re-
mains suffering from them,” stu-
dent Abdullah al-Mani said.

Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Sabah Ah-
mad al-Jaber al-Sabah dissolved 
parliament in October and called 
for new elections. “Due to the deli-
cate regional developments and 
the need to face the dangers of se-
curity challenges, it became neces-
sary to go back to the people… to 
elect their representatives… and 
contribute to confronting those 
challenges,” al-Sabah said in a 
statement.

Before it was dissolved, the par-
liament had planned to question 
several government officials re-
garding austerity measures, par-
ticularly the escalating price of 
petrol, and alleged financial viola-
tions. Historically, the submission 
of motions for such questioning by 
MPs resulted in the dissolution of 
parliament by the emir, who has 
final say on such matters.

Although the new MPs have yet 
to be sworn in and any calls for 
questioning government officials 

will not be made before parlia-
mentary sessions begin, members 
of the opposition have pledged to 
block austerity measures designed 
to boost non-oil revenue.

Parliament is controlled by pro-
government lawmakers and ulti-

mate power still remains with the 
emir.

A new 15-member cabinet ap-
pointed by Prime Minister Sheikh 
Jaber Al-Hamad al-Sabah is ex-
pected to be announced before 
December 11th.

Sana’a

T 

here are fears that the situ-
ation in Yemen is about to 
turn for the worse, follow-
ing the announcement of a 
new government formed 

by the Iran-allied Houthi rebels and 
their allies.

The Houthi militia and members 
of former president Ali Abdullah 
Saleh’s General People’s Congress 
party on November 28th announced 
the formation of the “national sal-
vation” government “(t)asked with 
putting in order the internal situ-
ation and confronting the aggres-
sion”, the Houthi-controlled Saba 
news agency reported.

“The council noted that this 
comes amid the intransigence of 
the aggression and its (Yemeni) 
mercenaries to move within the 
framework of a national solution… 
to spare the country further blood-
shed and destruction,” the Houthis’ 
Supreme Political Council added in 
a statement.

The announcement, which gen-
erated worldwide condemnation, 
appears to end the peace drive 
launched by the United States and 
endorsed by the United Nations.

The new government formation 
“represents a new and concerning 
obstacle to the peace process and 
does not serve the interests of the 
people of Yemen in these difficult 
times”, UN Special Envoy to Yemen 
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed said on 
his official Twitter account.

“Such unilateral actions contra-
dict” commitments provided to the 
United Nations and US Secretary 
of State John Kerry in Muscat, the 
envoy added about negotiations in 
Oman.

Arab League Secretary-General 
Ahmed Aboul Gheit described the 
Houthis’ move as an escalation that 
reflected an unwillingness by the 
Houthis to comply responsibly with 
mediation efforts.

The internationally recognised 
president of Yemen, Abd Rabbo 

Mansour Hadi said the move showed 
the Houthis’ intent to “spread chaos 
and destruction” and “destroys any 
chance of dialogue and peace”.

Speaking from the government’s 
temporary capital of Aden, Hadi 
called on the international com-
munity to “condemn this move and 
hold the militia responsible for the 
collapse of peace efforts”.

Ould Cheikh Ahmed met with 
Hadi on December 1st. In a video 
statement, the UN envoy said the 
aim of the visit was to convey a 
“message of respect” for the presi-
dent and to return to “dialogue and 
a peaceful solution”.

Although Ould Cheikh Ahmed de-
scribed Hadi as positive, a govern-

ment-run news site reported that 
the president gave the UN envoy 
an official letter rejecting the latest 
peace proposal, which would leave 
Hadi as president in name only at 
best.

Analysts said the Houthis’ action 
is an opportunity for the Hadi gov-
ernment.

“This step is really in favour of 
the legitimate government. It can 
take this opportunity to make some 
gains on the ground, turning things 
in their favour since the move by 
the Houthis relieves the pressures 
linked with the Kerry-UN proposal.” 
Yemeni political analyst Zaid al-Sa-
lami said.

“The Houthis’ announcement has 

really torpedoed all UN efforts.”
Additional allegations have sur-

faced that Tehran has been arming 
the Houthis when international in-
vestigators said they found weap-
ons were being moved from Iran 
through Somalia and then to Yem-
en.

The report by the British-based 
Conflict Armament Research (CAR) 
is based on seizures in the Arabian 
Sea in February and March.

“CAR’s analysis of the seized ma-
teriel… suggests the existence of a 
weapon pipeline extending from 
Iran to Somalia and Yemen, which 
involves the transfer, by dhow, of sig-
nificant quantities of Iranian-manu-
factured weapons and weapons that 

plausibly derive from Iranian stock-
piles,” the report said.

The US government and the 
Saudi-led coalition at war with the 
Houthis have called on Iran to stop 
arming the rebels. Tehran denies it 
is doing so.

More than 7,000 people have been 
killed and 2.8 million displaced 
since the war in Yemen began in 
March 2015. The Saudi-led Arab 
coalition, supported by the United 
States and Britain, began an air cam-
paign against the rebels after they 
overran Sana’a and seized most of 
the country.

Saleh Baidhani is an Arab Weekly 
contributor based in Sana’a.
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Safa al-Hashem, the only woman elected, celebrates with her 
supporters following the announcment of her victory in the 
parliamentary election, in Kuwait city, on November 27th.        (AFP)

A boy holds a toy against a defaced poster of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon during a pro-Houthi protest in Sana’a, on November 26th.
 (Reuters)
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