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After Calais, migration still 
major battlefield for French 
presidential candidates
The Arab Weekly staff

Paris

T 

he demolition of the 
so-called Calais Jungle 
refugee camp has been 
completed but migration 
remains a major battle-

field for presidential candidates 
ahead of next year’s elections.

In the week following the demoli-
tion, thousands of migrants set up 
tents on the pavement around Stal-
ingrad Metro station in Paris. Vio-
lent clashes erupted when riot po-
lice demolished the illegal camps. 
Paris subsequently saw the estab-
lishment of the first official refu-
gee camp within its city limits, a 
former bus shelter close to the Gare 
du Nord Eurostar hub in northern 
Paris that will house a few hundred 
refugees.

French President François Hol-
lande, who has been accused by ri-
vals of being too soft on migration, 
has sought to present a more hard-
line approach in his handling of the 
crisis. “We are going to carry out 
the same operation as in Calais,” 
he promised about the Paris camp 
ahead of the operation in which an 
estimated 3,000 refugees were dis-
placed from the capital.

In comments made in Septem-
ber and facing mounting public 
pressure over Calais, Hollande an-
nounced that the camp would be 
demolished by the end of the year. 
He made good on that pledge de-
spite a clearly rushed operation to 
meet the deadline. The operation, 
however, left thousands of refu-
gees, including hundreds of mi-
nors, in limbo.

After the demolition, Hollande 
stressed that migrants would not 
be allowed to resettle in the camp. 
“We had to rise to the challenge 
of the refugee issue. We could not 
tolerate the camp and we will not 
tolerate any others,” he said during 
a visit to a reception centre in west-
ern France.

Hollande has also made increas-
ingly strong statements on Britain’s 
culpability for the crisis, particular-
ly following the Brexit vote, calling 
on Britain to shoulder its responsi-
bility to the thousands of unaccom-
panied minors who remained in 
France seeking entry to the United 
Kingdom.

“Their transfer to Britain is ur-
gent. We ask you to take your re-
sponsibilities and assume your 
moral duty by immediately organ-
ising their arrival,” Hollande added.

Even this stronger rhetoric from 
the embattled president pales in 
comparison to statements by for-
mer president Nicolas Sarkozy and 
former prime minister Alain Ju-
ppé, both of whom are expected to 
compete in next year’s presidential 
elections.

Juppé, who leads in opinion polls, 
said he would push for a complete 
renegotiation of the Le Touquet ac-

cord between France and Britain. It 
keeps border checks on the French 
side of the English Channel.

Speaking before the destruction 
of the camp, Juppé described Calais 
as intolerable and spoke of the “se-
rious economic and security conse-
quences” for France.

“So, the first thing is to denounce 
the Le Touquet accords. We can-
not accept making the selection on 
French territory of people that Brit-
ain does or doesn’t want. It’s up to 
Britain to do that job,” Juppé said in 
Paris.

Sarkozy, who announced his 
presidential bid in August, has is-
sued similar statements, calling for 
the “re-establishment of borders” 
during a September 21st visit to Cal-
ais. “France should not be the Cus-
toms service of Britain,” he said.

However, Sarkozy, who signed 
the Le Touquet accord in 2003 as 
Interior minister, has not gone so 
far as to call for the renegotiation of 
the deal, but has said that he would 
prefer to send migrants to a centre 
in British territory where asylum 
claims can be assessed and Britain 
would be in charge of repatriating 
those not granted legal status.

National Front leader Marine Le 
Pen has made immigration her pri-
mary issue. Well-positioned in the 
presidential polls, she is campaign-
ing for France to leave the Euro-

pean Union and can be expected to 
take a far stronger stance than her 
rivals on the issue.

The latest opinion polls indi-
cate Juppé is comfortably ahead 
over Sarkozy. Both are seeking the 

nomination of the centre-right Re-
publican Party. Hollande’s support 
continues to falter and most polls 
show that if he does run as the left’s 
candidate, he would come third be-
hind the far-right Le Pen.

Thousands of 
migrants set up tents 
on the pavement 
around Stalingrad 
Metro station in 
Paris.

Hollande has made 
increasingly strong 
statements on 
Britain’s culpability 
for the crisis.

A worker removes tents as migrant makeshift camp is dismantled 
in a street near Stalingrad Metro station in Paris, November 4th. 
                                                                                                                      (Reuters)

First Brexit, then Trump. What next?
Mahmud el-Shafey

N 

ot long after the sur-
prise election victory of 
Donald Trump, UK In-
dependence Party lead-
er and leading Brexit 

campaigner Nigel Farage met with 
the United States’ next president in 
New York.

A populist campaigner for Brexit, 
Farage posed for a picture with one 
of America’s unlikeliest presidents 
against the backdrop of the opu-
lent gold-and-diamond-studded 
doors of Trump’s penthouse suite. 
Trump flashed a thumbs-up, Far-
age grinned broadly and gestured 
to Trump as if to say: “Can you be-
lieve this?”

For many, the answer to that 
unspoken question is “No”. There 
are many parallels to be drawn be-
tween Brexit and Trump’s election, 
not least how the so-called main-
stream media and the polls failed 
to predict them. These are parallels 
that Trump was keen to embrace. 
“They will soon be calling me Mr 
Brexit,” he posted on Twitter in Au-
gust. He riffed on the idea at rallies, 
saying his election would be “Brexit 
plus” and “Brexit times five”.

In both votes, immigration was 
a main issue in the campaign, fol-
lowed closely by terrorism and the 
economy. In both votes, fears were 
on the rise, stoked largely by those 
who ended up victors. In both 
votes, the political establishment 

and the mainstream media failed 
to accurately understand ordinary 
people’s concerns.

So, just who voted for Trump? 
And who voted for Brexit? And 
why?

Voting data indicate 58% of 
white voters (52% of white women 
and 63% of white men) voted for 
Trump. While he won a clear major-
ity of voters of all ethnicities aged 
45 or over; 88% of black voters and 
65% of Latinos voted for former US 
secretary of State Hillary Clinton. 
The vote was evenly split among 

high school and college graduates 
but only 37% of post-graduate de-
gree holders voted Trump.

Similar figures were borne out by 
Brexit: White voters voted to leave 
the European Union with 53% of 
the tally. A majority (56%) of those 
aged 45 or over voted “Leave”; the 
figure rose to 60% of those aged 65 
or over. The most dramatic split 
was educational: 70% of those with 
a General Certificate of Education 
— educated until age 16 — or lower 
voting “Leave” and 68% of those 
with a university degree voted “Re-

main”.
One interpretation is that the 

whiter one is or the older one is or 
the less formal education one has 
— or some combination of all three 
— the more likely the person was to 
vote for Brexit or Trump. Another is 
that the poorer one is, the less hope 
one has for the future, the more 
one looks to past glories rather than 
new horizons, the more likely one 
was to vote for Brexit or Trump. 
The answer is not to demonise 
these voters but speak to their is-
sues and try to win them back.

Ultimately, Trump spoke to most 
of the issues that mattered to more 
of the people. More important, he 
differentiated himself from Clin-
ton, who was viewed as being part 
of the establishment that brought 
about the status quo that has failed 
so many voters.

It was those voters — who per-
ceive themselves to be disenfran-
chised even if that is not necessar-
ily the case — Trump spoke to when 
he decried special interests and 
talked about “draining the swamp”.

While many of those who voted 
for Brexit did so for similar reasons, 
for a hazy desire for change, even if 
they were not sure what that change 
would look like precisely. Change is 
preferable to the status quo.

Both Brexit and Trump repre-
sented a victory for nativism over 
the forces of globalisation. Those 
who voted for Brexit in Britain 
and Trump in the United States 
were, for the most part, those most 
left behind by globalisation. Why 
would they not vote for change?

More dangerous is what comes 
after Brexit and Trump, particu-
larly with elections set for France, 
Germany, Hungary and the Nether-
lands in 2017. Is Brexit and Trump 
just the beginning? There has been 
a rise of right-wing rhetoric across 
Europe due to rising fears of im-
migration and terrorism. While 
the right-wing have firm, if flawed, 
answers to these questions, mod-
erates and the left appear flum-
moxed.

Speaking about his meeting with 
Trump, Farage said the two had 
discussed “freedom and winning”. 
There can be no doubt that Marine 
Le Pen and the National Front in 
France and Geert Wilders in Hol-
land, among others, would like to 
join the party.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.

A picture of Donald Trump with Nigel Farage taken from twitter.com         (twitter (http://twitter.com/GMB?lang=en)

The whiter one is or 
the older one is or 
the less formal 
education one has, 
the more likely the 
person was to vote 
for Brexit or Trump.


