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After false start, ceasefire 
takes effect in Yemen

Marrakech climate change conference pleads with Trump

London

A 

fter a false start, a 48-
hour cessation of mili-
tary operations went 
into effect November 
19th as announced by 

the Saudi-led coalition at war with 
Iran-allied Houthi rebels.

The ceasefire could be extended, 
the coalition said, if the Houthis ad-
hered to it and allowed the passage 
of aid to areas held by the militia, 
particularly the besieged southern 
city Taiz.

Houthi Brigadier-General Sharaf 
Luqman confirmed to Agence 
France-Presse that his group would 
abide by the ceasefire, based on 
a previous agreement reached in 
Oman. However, the killing of a 
Saudi soldier by a missile fired by 
the Houthis cast doubts on their 
commitment.

Since the start of the 20-month 
war, six attempts at a ceasefire have 
collapsed. The latest pause in hos-
tilities comes 48 hours after a cease-
fire announced by US Secretary of 
State John Kerry failed before it 
started because the internationally 
recognised Yemeni government 
said it was never consulted.

Kerry, speaking November 15th 
in Abu Dhabi, said both sides of 
the conflict had agreed a ceasefire 
to go into effect on November 17th 
and a national unity government 
would be formed by the end of the 
year.

Kerry said that while in Oman, 
the Iran-allied Houthi rebels and 
their ally, Yemeni former president 
Ali Abdullah Saleh, had agreed to 
the truce provided the other side 
also keep it. “And thus far the Emi-
ratis and the Saudis… have both 
agreed to try to move forward with 
this,” Kerry said.

That surprised the government 
of Yemeni President Abd Rabbo 

Mansour Hadi. Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Abdelmalik al-Mekhlafi 
said the government was not con-
sulted.

“We have rejected the agreement 
because there is no agreement in 
principle,” Mekhlafi told the Al Ja-
zeera news channel. “We have only 
a declaration that means nothing. 
It’s an agreement between Kerry 
and the Houthis.

“We have our own reasons to re-

fuse it because it doesn’t commit 
to the international agreement and 
gives a lot of power to the Houthis, 
more than what the Yemeni people 
accept. Houthis are a minority in the 
country.”

More confusion set in when US 
State Department spokeswom-
an Elizabeth Trudeau was asked 
whether the Hadi government had 
agreed to the deal.

“What he (Kerry) announced was 
that we have made significant pro-
gress towards that road map, to-
wards the UN road map, looking at a 
November 17th date,” Trudeau said 
during a news briefing. “He had had 
constructive engagements with the 
Houthis about this; and that we be-
lieve there’s a path forward.”

At another State Department 
briefing, spokesman John Kirby ad-
dressed a question as to whether 
Kerry “may have been in a bit of a 
hurry to conclude a (ceasefire) deal”.

Fighting in Yemen raged on until 
the coalition ceasefire announce-
ment of November 19th.

More than 7,000 people have been 
killed and 2.8 million displaced 
since the war in Yemen began in 
March 2015. A Saudi-led Arab coali-
tion, supported by the United States 
and Britain, began an air campaign 
against the rebels after they overran 
Sana’a and seized most of the coun-
try.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab Weekly.
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M 

inisters attending a 
UN climate change 
conference in Mo-
rocco appealed to US 
President-elect Don-

ald Trump not to give up the fight 
against global warming and invited 
him to see its effects with his own 
eyes.

It was the first UN climate confer-
ence since the 2015 Paris agreement 
in which more than 190 countries, 
including the United States, pledged 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
blamed for rising temperatures and 
sea levels, worsening droughts and 
heat waves.

Trump said during his campaign 
he would “cancel” the agreement 
and withdraw US funding from UN 
climate change programmes.

Moroccan Foreign Minister Sala-
heddine Mezouar, the host of the 
two-week talks in Marrakech, said 
the conference’s “message to the 
new American president is simply 

to say, ‘We count on your pragma-
tism and your spirit of commit-
ment’.”

Ministers from around the world 
said they hoped Trump did not 
mean what he said during his cam-

paign. Some appealed to him di-
rectly.

“I renew my offer to President-
elect Trump to come to Fiji and see 
the effects of climate change,” said 
Fijian Prime Minister Frank Baini-

marama, drawing applause from 
the conference.

Fiji is to serve as president of the 
next UN climate change conference, 
set to begin November 6th, 2017.

More than 40 vulnerable coun-
tries, including small island states 
and drought-hit African countries, 
declared they would aim for 100% 
renewable energy “as rapidly as 
possible”.

Small island countries are among 
the most affected by climate change 
with rising sea levels encroaching 
on their coastlines while 36 of the 
50 countries hardest hit by climate 
change are in Africa, though the 
continent contributes only 3% of 
the world’s carbon emissions.

“If the current situation persists, 
the continent could only cover 13% 
of its food needs by 2050,” said a 
statement issued at a ministerial 
meeting at the conference on sus-
tainability, security and stability in 
Africa.

The UN Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation, the World Bank and the 
African Development Bank have 
committed $3.5 billion from 2017 to 
2020 to strengthen the resilience of 

coastal areas. These organisations 
will provide technical and financial 
assistance to support ocean-de-
pendent economies in Africa.

As the conference closed, German 
Environment Minister Barbara Hen-
dricks said it “has demonstrated 
that the spirit of Paris is alive and 
stronger than ever”.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.
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Representatives of different indigenous groups from various 
countries protest during the UN Climate Change Conference 2016 
(COP 22) in Marrakech, on November 17th.                                   (Reuters)
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Since the start of the 
20-month war, six 
attempts at a ceasefire 
have failed.
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The conference’s 
message to the new 
American 
president is: ‘We 
count on your 
pragmatism and 
your spirit of 
commitment’.”Moroccan Foreign Minister 

Salaheddine Mezouar

A Yemeni tribesman from the Popular Resistance Committees, supporting forces loyal to Yemen’s 
Saudi-backed President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi, stands on top of hill in the central city of Taiz.     (AFP)


