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Marrakech

T 

he investigation into the 
death of a fishmonger, 
who died when he was 
crushed inside a rubbish 
truck, gathered momen-

tum with 11 people arrested and 
charged with manslaughter or for-
gery in a case that ignited protests 
across Morocco.

Mouhcine Fikri, 31, was killed 
October 28th in the northern city of 
Al-Hoceima as he apparently tried 
to protest the seizure and destruc-
tion of hundreds of kilograms of 
swordfish, which are not allowed to 
be caught in autumn.

Fikri’s death sparked demonstra-
tions, creating scenes reminiscent 
of 2011 protests that led to conces-
sions from King Mohammed VI.

The 11 suspects, including two In-
terior Ministry employees, two fish-
eries officials and the head of the 
local veterinary services, appeared 
before a judge in Al-Hoceima on 
charges that included forgery of 
public documents, according to a 
prosecution statement.

The investigation determined 
that the garbage truck driver had 
received a signal from a rubbish 
collection worker to turn the crush-
er power on while Fikri was in the 
truck and several people were try-
ing to prevent fish being loaded.

Investigators said there was no 
order to assault the victim by any 
party, despite witness allegations 

that a police officer ordered the 
driver to “grind him” while Fikri 
was in the back of the truck.

A video purportedly showing 
Fikri being crushed in the truck 
and an image of his head and arm 
sticking out from under the truck’s 
equipment went viral on social me-
dia.

An Arabic hashtag that translates 
to “grind_him” became the most 
circulated issue, on social networks 
in Morocco.

Parliamentarian Khadija Ziyani, 
from the Constitutional Union (UC) 
party, posted on her Facebook page 
a picture of protesters in Al-Hocei-
ma waving Spanish flags. She called 
them “thugs” and urged Moroccans 
not to mobilise for such protests.

She quickly backtracked after vir-
ulent social media postings called 
for her resignation and prosecution 
for insulting Moroccans.

Fikri’s father, Ali Fikri, a founding 
member of the Justice and Devel-
opment Party (PJD), sought to calm 
public anger after “receiving guar-
antees from the highest authori-
ties” to conduct a fair and impartial 
investigation.

“I don’t want the death of my son 
to cause a civil disorder in Morocco, 
especially as the country is going 
through a special period, particu-
larly with the approach of the COP 
22 in the upcoming days,” he said 
referring to the international con-
ference on climate change.

“Morocco enjoys stability at 
a time its neighbours are going 
through crises. We have a gov-
ernment that promotes reform 
through preserving stability. This 
is what the Moroccan people want. 
They want reform and stability,” Ali 
Fikri said.

Fikri had bought 500 kilograms 
of unauthorised swordfish, which 

is subject to a fishing ban in Octo-
ber and November, from fishermen 
in Al-Hoceima harbour, the inves-
tigation said. Fikri’s merchandise, 
which was transported by a third 
party, escaped controls at the port 
but was seized in the city.

The prosecutor’s statement con-
firmed Fikri was killed by a garbage 
compactor after he climbed inside 
the truck to retrieve his fish.

A fisheries official who attended 
the scene reported violations and 
police informed the public prosecu-
tors, who ordered the confiscation 
of the fish, state news agency MAP 
reported.

A veterinary official ordered de-
struction of the fish because of the 
lack of certification of origin.

Allegations of forgery of public 
documents relate to the destruc-

tion order issued to the rubbish col-
lection company, prosecutors said.

King Mohammed VI sent Interior 
Minister Mohamed Hassad to Al-
Hoceima to open a “thorough and 
exhaustive investigation” and pros-
ecute those responsible.

“We cannot accept officials act-
ing in haste, anger or in conditions 
that do not respect people’s rights,” 
said Hassad.

Fikri’s death came two weeks 
after King Mohammed VI called 
for reform of public administra-
tion, which he criticised for creat-
ing obsta cles to ensuring citizens’ 
rights and dealing with their con-
cerns in a bu reaucracy that has 
been plagued by corruption and in-
competence.

Nabila Mounib, secretary-general 
of the Unified Socialist Party (PSU), 

attended an October 30th protest 
in Casablanca and denounced in-
justice and corruption in the North 
African country.

“We want to live in Morocco of 
rights for everybody,” Mounib said. 
“These young people are struggling 
to get by and live decently.

“This is not the Morocco we 
want. The authority must protect 
citizens and respect human rights,” 
she added, calling for an impartial 
investigation and prosecution of 
those responsible for Fikri’s death.

Some Moroccans expressed fears 
of a conspiracy against the country, 
accusing “outside forces” of trying 
to destabilise Morocco.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.

Marrakech

E 

nvironmentally friendly 
preparations involving 
bicycles, trees and elec-
tric vehicles have stepped 
up as Marrakech prepares 

to host one of its most important 
international events.

The city’s Bab Ighli village, home 
to the 22nd Conference of the Par-
ties of the UN Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (COP 22), 
which convenes November 7th-
18th, was said to be 98% complete. 
It is to host 20,000 delegates from 
196 countries, the COP 22 Steering 
Committee said.

Some 300 self-service bicycles, 
called “Medina bikes”, will be 
available at a dozen stations.

“The COP 22 is an opportunity to 
reconnect with this most ancient 
means of transport in the city, cy-
cling, which began to lose its repu-
tation in recent years, replaced by 
motorcycles and scooters for their 
speed and comfort,” said Laurent 
Mercat, chief executive officer 
of the French company Smoove, 
which won the bicycle contract.

“In Marrakech, cycling was one 
of the main modes of moving but, 

as in France, gradually lost ground. 
Medina bike is a renaissance tool of 
this cycling practice,” he said.

Thousands of volunteers are to 
plant more than 1.2 million trees 
November 12th across Morocco.

The tree-planting operation, 
called the Forest’s Voice, is part of 
a reforestation campaign in which 
more than 40 million forest plants 
will be planted in an area of more 
than 45,000 hectares.

Also during the conference, Uber 
will launch UberGreen in partner-
ship with Derichebourg, a French-
based company that provides re-
cycling services, to rent electric 
vehicles to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions and fight pollution.

Vivo Energy Morocco has start-
ed installing rapid charging sta-
tions for the electric vehicles at 
Shell petrol stations in Marrakech. 
Its first electrical terminal in the 
country started operating October 
31st.

“Several Shell stations will also 
be equipped with the same electri-
cal terminal in Marrakech during 
the COP 22,” said Asaf Sasaoglu, 
managing director of Vivo Energy 
Morocco.

Conference participants will 
have plenty of eco-friendly op-
tions to choose from for accommo-
dations.

More than 30 hotels in the city 
have earned a Green Key, an inter-
national eco-label that rewards ho-
tels, holiday villages, guest houses, 
inns, cottages and guest farms for 
proactive approaches in protecting 
the environment and preserving 
natural resources.

To ensure security, some 7,000 
members of the Royal Gendarme-

rie, 250 bikers and hundreds of 
police cars armed with the latest 
equipment to deter terror threats 
will be deployed in Marrakech.

Special forces of the Royal Gen-
darmerie will also be mobilised, 
as well as dozens of ambulances 
and medical teams aboard three 
helicopters fitted out with medical 
equipment. Hundreds of mounted 
police will secure sensitive areas 

such as Marrakech Menara Airport 
and the railway station and heli-
copter patrols will operate around 
the clock.

Dozens of teams of police, as-
sisted by dogs, will be deployed 
throughout the city for rapid re-
sponse to emergencies.

The security apparatus will 
be trying to ensure the safety of 
30,000 participants, including sev-

eral dozen heads of state, expected 
for COP 22.

Moroccan authorities have dis-
mantled 160 terrorist cells with 
close ties with jihadist groups in 
Iraq and Syria. The kingdom has 
had no extremist attack since the 
2011 ter rorist attack killed 17 peo-
ple at the Argana Café in the main 
square of Jamaa El Fnsa in Mar-
rakech.
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A Moroccan shouts as thousands of Moroccans protest against the death of Mouhcine Fikri in the 
northern city of Al-Hoceima in Rabat, on October 30th.                                                                                        (AP)

Moroccan labourers sit at the site of the COP 22 international climate conference in Marrakesh, on 
October 31st.                    (AFP)
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 Fikri’s death sparked 
demonstrations, 
creating scenes 
reminiscent of 2011 
protests.

This is not the 
Morocco we want. 
The authority must 
protect citizens 
and respect human 
rights.”

Nabila Mounib, 
secretary-general of the 
Unified Socialist Party (PSU)

Thousands of 
volunteers are to 
plant more than 1.2 
million trees 
November 12th 
across Morocco.


