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t has been a tough period for 
UN Special Envoy to Yemen 
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed as 
the internationally recognised 
government of Yemen rejected 

his latest peace plan and the Iran-
allied Houthi rebels labelled him a 
liar.

Yemeni President Abd Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi’s government not 
only rejected the UN peace plan, 
it also refused a printed copy that 
was put together by Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed, sources said, adding that 
the government said it catered to 
demands of the Houthi rebels.

Hadi described the new proposal 
as an “explicit departure” from UN 
Security Council Resolution 2216, 
which calls on the rebels to with-
draw from territory they have cap-
tured since 2014. The Houthis de-
scribed the proposal as a “basis for 
discussion” but that it contained 
“fundamental flaws”.

Thousands of Yemenis took to 
the streets in government-con-
trolled Aden to protest the UN plan, 
which coincided with Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed’s arrival in Sana’a for talks 
with the rebels.

Details of the UN road map for 
peace, which has been presented 
to the militia and endorsed by UAE 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs 
Anwar Gargash, has yet to be made 
public but Reuters reported that 
it all but relegates Hadi to being a 
symbolic figure.

The UN plan states: “As part of 
the signing of a complete and com-
prehensive agreement, the current 
vice-president (Ali Munsen al-Ah-
mar) will resign and President Hadi 

will appoint a new vice-president.”
“After the completion of the 

withdrawal from Sana’a and the 
handing over of heavy and me-
dium weapons (including ballistic 
missiles), Hadi will transfer all his 
powers to a vice-president, and the 
vice-president will appoint a new 
prime minister… (who will form) 
a national unity government,” the 
plan added.

Reuters quoted a Yemeni diplo-
matic source stating that most of 
the Saudi leadership had agreed to 
the plan and had encouraged Hadi 

to deal with it.
Houthi spokesman Mohammed 

Abdel Salam posted on Twitter that 
Ould Cheikh Ahmed “overstepped 
his role as a mediator”, adding that 
he was “lying” and “misleading” 
the international community.

“His (Ould Cheikh Ahmed’s) false 
talk about targeting Mecca proves 
he is just a mouthpiece for the ag-
gression countries,” the spokes-
man said.

The harsh words stemmed from 
a recent briefing by Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed to the UN Security Council 

in which he mentioned the Hou-
this’ failed ballistic missile attack 
in the Mecca region. Saudi-led 
coalition forces intercepted a mis-
sile launched by Houthi militias 
towards Mecca, the Saudi Press 
Agency said.

Houthi-controlled media con-
firmed the missile attack but said 
the intended target was King Ab-
dulaziz International Airport in 
Jeddah, which is part of the Mecca 
region.

Shia Houthis and their allies 
overran Sana’a in September 2014, 

seizing most of the country and 
Hadi fled to Saudi Arabia.

A Saudi-led Arab coalition, sup-
ported by the United States and 
Britain, began an air campaign 
against the rebels in March 2015. 
Arab coalition ground troops later 
entered the fight. The United Na-
tions estimates that more than 
7,000 people have been killed in 
the fighting and 2.8 million people 
displaced.

Saleh Baidhani is an Arab Weekly 
contributor based in Sana’a.
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Yemenis hold portraits of Saudi-backed Yemeni President Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi as they demonstrate in the southern port city of 
Aden, on November 3rd, against a UN plan to end the conflict between Iran-backed Houthi rebels and the Saudi-backed government.    
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slamic State (ISIS) leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi has called 
for attacks on Saudi Arabia, 
including against the ruling 
royal family.

ISIS has suffered a series of mili-
tary setbacks and has seen its ter-
ritory shrink considerably. Iraqi 
troops, Kurdish peshmerga fight-
ers and Shia militias are conduct-
ing a major offensive backed by US-
led coalition air power to liberate 
Mosul, which ISIS captured in 2014 
and where Baghdadi proclaimed a 
caliphate shortly after. It is the last 
major ISIS stronghold in Iraq.

Baghdadi had not been heard 
from in more than a year before the 
release of a 30-minute audio state-
ment aimed at galvanising his fol-

lowers. He called for “attack after 
attack” in Saudi Arabia, targeting 
the ruling Al Saud family, security 
forces, government officials and 
the media.

“The message to Saudi sympa-
thisers to attack writers (and offi-
cials) is even more alarming. Both 
suggest new focus,” Hassan Has-
san, co-author of ISIS: Inside the 
Army of Terror, posted on Twitter.

The orders from Baghdadi came 
less than a week after Riyadh an-
nounced it had foiled several ter-
rorist plots, including one that 
appeared similar to ISIS attacks in 
Europe — targeting a football sta-
dium, with the potential for a large 
number of casualties.

The Saudi Interior Ministry re-
vealed that four people were ar-
rested on October 10th in connec-
tion with a terror plot targeting a 
World Cup qualifying match be-
tween Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates at King Abdullah 
Sports City Stadium in Jeddah.

A foreign cell, which included a 
Sudanese national, two Pakistanis 
and a Syrian, intended to carry out 
a suicide car bomb attack at the 
sold-out event, which attracted 
more than 60,000 fans, the minis-
try said in a statement.

It said cell members were caught 
“the moment they received the 

booby-trapped car one day before 
the match”. The failed operation 
echoes that of November 2015 
when ISIS tried to attack the Stade 
de France as a part of coordinated 
attacks in Paris in which 130 people 
were killed.

The Interior Ministry also said it 
had dismantled another ISIS cell, 
made up of Saudi nationals who 
had been ordered to attack secu-
rity organisations in Riyadh while 
another cell planned to carry out 
attacks in the city of Qatif in the 
Eastern province, where the larg-
est number of Shias in the country 
live. The London-based pan-Arab 
daily Asharq al-Awsat said the cells 

had received instructions from an 
ISIS leader in Syria.

The Saudi government asked 
the public to be on the lookout as 
members of a cell made up of eight 
Saudis and a Bahraini national 
were on the run.

Saudi-owned Al Arabiya News 
Channel General Manager Turki 
Aldakhil wrote: “Terrorism has one 
common goal and that is system-
atic murder… Not even Medina or 
the tomb of the Prophet or the holy 
city of Mecca have been spared.”

The Kuwaiti government said it 
had increased efforts to stop funds 
— particularly through the misap-
propriation of charity donations — 

from reaching ISIS from within its 
borders.

In September 2015, a Kuwaiti 
court sentenced seven men to 
death for their role in a Shia 
mosque bombing claimed by ISIS, 
the bloodiest attack in the Gulf 
state’s history.

A total of 29 defendants, seven 
of them women, were tried on 
charges of helping a Saudi suicide 
bomber carry out the June 26th 
attack that killed 26 Shia worship-
pers and wounded at least 227.

Both the United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia are a part of the 
coalition conducting air strikes on 
ISIS in Syria.
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A weapon and ammunition seized by Saudi security forces after arresting suspected ISIS 
sympathisers in September 2015.                                      (Reuters)

The orders from the 
ISIS leader came less 
than a week after 
Riyadh announced 
that it foiled a 
number of plots by 
the group.

Hadi government rejects UN peace plan

Thousands of 
Yemenis took to the 
streets in 
government-
controlled Aden to 
protest the UN plan.


