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T 

housands of civilians 
have been evacuated 
from parts of Mosul re-
captured by Iraqi forces 
from the Islamic State 

(ISIS) as the militant group’s leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi called on his 
followers not to retreat from the 
fight.

Iraqi troops entered Mosul for the 
first time in more than two years, 
taking control of Gogjali, al-Kara-
ma and al-Samah neighbourhoods 
but increased resistance from ISIS 
is expected in the days ahead.

“Holding your ground with hon-
our is a thousand times easier than 
retreating in shame,” Baghdadi was 
quoted as saying in an audio mes-
sage that could not be indepen-
dently verified.

Baghdadi also urged his follow-
ers to attack Saudi Arabia and Tur-
key. “Turkey entered the zone of 

your operations, so attack it, de-
stroy its security and sow horror 
within it. Put it on your list of bat-
tlefields,” he said

US Air Force Colonel John Dor-
rian, spokesman for the US-led coa-
lition attacking ISIS, said Baghdadi 
appears to be “losing command 
and control” of his militants.

The United States, France and 
Britain are providing air cover for 
Iraqi forces. The US-led coalition 
has reportedly conducted 16,000 
air strikes against ISIS in Iraq and 
Syria in the past two years. Two-
thirds of them struck targets in 
Iraq.

The commander of the Joint 
Military Operation Command, 
Lieutenant-General Talib Shaghati, 
said more than 5,000 civilians have 
been evacuated from Mosul as Iraqi 
forces inspect recaptured areas in 
the city.

More than 21,000 civilians have 
been displaced since military op-
erations began October 17th, the 
International Organisation for Mi-

gration said. The United Nations 
warned that thousands of people 
were being used by ISIS as human 
shields.

ISIS militants are using booby 
traps, suicide bombers, explosives-
laden vehicles and drones, said Ira-
qi officials, who are consolidating 
territorial gains before cautiously 
moving further inside Mosul.

Fleeing civilians expressed re-
lief that they escaped from ISIS 
but they appeared in need of aid. 
“Some of the kids that arrive are 
barefoot, and they don’t have suf-
ficient water and food,” Alvhild 
Stromme, a media adviser for the 
Norwegian Refugee Council aid 

groups, was quoted as saying by 
Agence France-Presse.

The International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent So-
cieties told Reuters that “people 
are starting to arrive now from the 
small towns around Mosul” with 
only the clothes they were wearing.

The Iraqi commander of the 
counterterrorism forces, General 
Abdul-Ghani al-Asadi, said a cur-
few had been imposed in Gogjali. 
“For the safety of the families, we 
ask them to stay inside their hous-
es.”

The Shia militias that dominate 
the Popular Mobilisation Forces 
(PMF) have succeeded in “cutting 
the [western] supply route of the 
enemy between Tal Afar and the 
Muhalabiya district, reaching to 
Mosul,” said the leader of the Badr 
Organisation, Hadi al-Amiri.

The PMF have not entered Mo-
sul but Adama Dieng, the special 
adviser to UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon on the prevention of 
genocide, said he was concerned 

over “the increasing risk” of sectar-
ian violence or revenge attacks in 
the Mosul.

Amnesty International said the 
Tribal Mobilisation Forces, which 
are made up of Sunni Arab tribal 
fighters, have carried out revenge 
attacks in villages suspected of 
having links to ISIS.

“There is strong evidence that 
Sabawi tribal militia members have 
committed crimes under interna-
tional law by torturing and other-
wise ill-treating residents in Qata 
al-Sabaween in revenge for crimes 
committed by IS,” said Amnesty’s 
Deputy Director for Research Lynn 
Maalouf, using another acronym 
for the Islamic State.

“There is no doubt that IS fight-
ers who are suspected of commit-
ting crimes must be held account-
able in fair trials. But rounding up 
villagers and forcing them to en-
dure public humiliation or other 
violations, including torture, is no 
way of securing justice, truth and 
reparation for victims of IS crimes.”

Thousands of Iraqis evacuated from ISIS-held Mosul

An Iraqi child carries a white flag on a road on November 3rd as she leaves Gogjali, 
which lies on the eastern edge of Mosul, before heading to camps housing displaced 
people.           (AFP)

An Iranian-Kurdish female fighter takes position during a battle with ISIS militants 
in Bashiqa, near Mosul, on November 3rd.                  (Reuters)
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Iraq braces for ‘post-Mosul syndrome’

I
raqis were judged in a recent 
international survey to be 
the nationality that most 
readily shows kindness to 
strangers. The finding of the 
Britain-based Charities Aid 

Foundation was confirmation of 
the country’s well-established 
tradition of hospitality.

Iraqis might be wryly reflecting, 
however, as they confront 
widespread speculation of 
renewed communal strife once 
Mosul is liberated from the 
clutches of the Islamic State (ISIS), 
that the generosity they show to 
outsiders is so often absent among 
themselves.

A coalition of forces has held 
together to drive the offensive 
against ISIS, which occupied 
Iraq’s second largest city in June 
2014 but even before the city is 
liberated, a “post-Mosul” syn-
drome is emerging amid dire 
warnings that this alliance will not 
hold.

Patrick Hamilton, the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross 
official in charge of its operations 
in the region, told Reuters after a 
visit to northern Iraq ahead of the 
Mosul offensive that he was 
struck by a sense of angst about 
what was to come, “both for the 
immediate future in terms of this 
offensive and what that might 
entail”.

“But also for the longer-term 
future, what Iraq itself might look 
like post-Mosul and what will be 

the fate of these various commu-
nities that make up Iraq and how 
they will find or try to find a way 
forward together,” Hamilton said.

Concerns about the fate of tens 
of thousands of civilians who 
could be displaced by the fighting 
are compounded by fears that the 
predominantly Sunni population 
might face reprisals by vengeful 
Shia militias, some of which have 
a history of serious sectarian 
abuse.

“There’s a need to anticipate, to 
prepare for the day after and the 
stabilisation of Mosul after the 
military battle,” French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault said as 
the offensive was launched in 
mid-October in northern Iraq.

“We must win the war but also 
examine everything that can help 
to win peace. What will happen 
after? We must set up administra-
tion and prepare stabilisation.”

The US-led coalition has been 
preparing for months for the 
battle and for the day after. US 
Defense Secretary Ashton Carter 
said in July that the mechanics of 
the Mosul offensive, including the 
movement of forces, had been 
planned months previously.

The main focus of talks among 
coalition military planners was on 
what happened after the defeat of 
ISIS, including stabilisation and 
reconstruction, he said.

Nearer to home, a heavy 
responsibility will fall on Iraqi 
Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi to 
try to ensure that the fractious 
forces that have combined to 
liberate Mosul do not go on to 
snatch defeat from the jaws of 
victory.

His task will include not only 
ensuring that Sunnis do not 

become the victims of sectarian 
terror, but also giving them a 
political stake in the post-Mosul 
scenario.

It will also include defusing 
potential conflict with the Kurds, 
who see the battle as not only an 
opportunity to oust ISIS but also 
to assert their control of disputed 
territory they regard as part of 
Kurdistan.

He will need to persuade all 
communities that, after what will 
be a significant victory over ISIS, 
their future depends on coopera-
tion within a united or federal 
state rather than in competing for 
physical and economic space from 
a purely communal perspective.

That would be a large enough 
task if Abadi were not also faced 
with the continuing dabbling of 

outside players more interested in 
pursuing their own interests than 
in advancing the cause of a stable 
Iraq.

Turkey’s insistence on playing 
an uninvited role has proved a 
complicating factor and has been 
rejected by Abadi, obliging the 
United States to try to defuse 
tensions between Ankara and 
Baghdad. In a signal of caution to 
the Turks, Carter stressed during a 
visit to Baghdad “the vital 
importance of every country 
operating with full respect for 
Iraqi sovereignty”.

As in neighbouring Syria, 
Turkish policy appears to be 
geared less to defeating ISIS than 
to ensuring that the separatist 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
which has fought Ankara since 
1984 for an autonomous Kurdis-
tan, does not gain an advantage 
after it too offered to join the fight 
for Mosul.

So, as it focuses on ISIS, the 
Iraqi government faces the spectre 
of the Turkish-PKK war spilling 
over its border.

Turkey’s demand for a future 
voice in determining the fate of 
the Mosul region adds to long-
standing concerns of Iranian inter-
ference in the affairs of Shia-
majority Iraq.

Military planners know that the 
battle for Mosul itself will be 
messy, with many civilian lives at 
stake. Their hope is that plans are 
in place to deal with the even 
more challenging aftermath.
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Iraq’s elite counterterrorism forces raise an 
Iraqi f lag after retaking Bartella, outside Mosul, 
Iraq, on October 21st.                                               (AP)
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operations against ISIS 
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