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n a rare public acknowledge-
ment, Kuwaiti officials con-
ceded they need to do more 
to stop the Islamic State (ISIS) 
from obtaining funding from 

within Kuwait’s borders.
At a meeting of the Counter-ISIL 

Finance Group (CIFG) in Kuwait 
City, Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Khaled al-Jarallah said his 
country had “a lot to do, though 
we are satisfied with what we have 
done so far”. He added that Kuwait 
was prepared to cooperate with the 
international community fighting 
terrorism.

“ISIL” is another acronymn for 
the Islamic State.

Jarallah stressed that Kuwait 
“has come a long way in introduc-
ing legislation that controls the col-
lection of (charity) donations”, a 
method believed to be exploited by 

terrorist group sympathisers.
The issue of ISIS in Kuwait goes 

beyond funding as the US-led coa-
lition offensive against ISIS in Iraq 
could result in a blowback in the 
Arab Gulf state.

“We are fully prepared and ready 
to deal with any negative develop-
ments in the region, including the 
consequences of what is happen-
ing in Mosul, which we hope to see 
liberated,” Jarallah said.

CIFG was launched in March 
2015 by Italy, Saudi Arabia and the 
United States to coordinate efforts 
to combat ISIS’s financial activities.

There has been mounting criti-
cism from the United States that 
Kuwait and fellow Gulf Arab state 
Qatar needed to do more to tackle 
funding for ISIS, which controls 
land in Iraq and Syria and declared 
war on Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) members.

Earlier this year, leaked e-mail 
messages attributed to US presi-

dential hopeful Hillary Clinton 
while she was secretary of State 
accused Saudi Arabia and Qatar of 
clandestinely supporting ISIS and 
other radical groups. In June, on 
the campaign trail in Ohio, Clinton 
stated: “It is long past time for the 
Saudis, Qataris and Kuwaitis and 
others to stop their citizens from 
funding extremist organisations.”

This resulted in an angry rebuke 
from Arab Gulf countries, with Sau-
di Arabia stressing through one of 
its missions that: “Accusations lev-
elled against the kingdom of being 
lax or of supporting extremism fail 
to recognise the kingdom’s leader-
ship role in combating terrorism.”

It added that the kingdom in the 

last two years had been targeted by 
26 terrorist attacks and that it was a 
top priority for it to neutralise the 
“men, the money and the mindset 
that [promotes] extremism, espe-
cially violent extremism”.

A recent report in Jane’s Defence 
Weekly said Qatar supports several 
“Islamist rebel forces”, including 
Ahrar al-Sham. The tiny Gulf nation 
is also one of the biggest support-
ers of the global Muslim Brother-
hood movement, which is banned 
in many countries, including Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt.

The fight against ISIS is seen as a 
matter of survival for the GCC, as 
2015 saw the terrorist group make 
its presence known throughout the 
alliance.

In Saudi Arabia, ISIS launched at-
tacks to stir sectarian strife within 
the majority Sunni kingdom. This 
resulted in a crack down by Saudi 
authorities reminiscent of their 
pursuit of al-Qaeda more than ten 

years ago.
By the middle of last year, Saudi 

security authorities said they had 
thwarted operations sponsored by 
ISIS and arrested more than 400 in-
dividuals allegedly affiliated with 
it.

In September 2015, a Kuwaiti 
court sentenced seven men to 
death for their roles in a Shia 
mosque bombing claimed by ISIS, 
the bloodiest attack in the Gulf 
state’s history.

A total of 29 defendants, seven of 
them women, have been on trial on 
charges of helping a Saudi suicide 
bomber carry out a June 26th at-
tack that killed 26 Shia worship pers 
and wounded 227.

US Assistant Treasury Secretary 
for Terrorist Financing Daniel Gla-
ser in September praised Saudi 
Arabia for its cooperation against 
terror funding, calling the king-
dom, “a very willing and capable 
partner”.
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espite being on opposite 
ends of the conflict in 
Syria, Saudi Arabia and 
Russia have agreed to 
work together to boost 

global oil prices.
The agreement came after a 

meeting in Riyadh between Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) energy 
ministers and Russian Energy Min-
ister Alexander Novak. In a state-
ment after the meeting, Novak said 
that production limits for Russia 
and other oil-producing countries 
were under discussion. He did not 
provide specifics.

“We see the need to balance the 
market in the coming months to 
encourage the return of invest-
ments and the reduction of vola-
tility,” Novak said, adding that an 
unprecedented level in coopera-
tion had been reached with Saudi 
Arabia.

Saudi Oil Minister Khalid al-
Falih emphasised the need to “re-
store balance” as the current cycle 
of falling crude prices was close to 
an end.

Whether the “unprecedented 

level” of cooperation translates 
into a breakthrough regarding the 
Syrian war is unclear but Russian 
political analyst Grigory Kosach 
said that was highly unlikely due 
to numerous political differences.

In an interview with the Russian 
daily Moskovsky Komsomolets, 
Kosach said that, besides Rus-
sia’s supporting Syrian President 
Bashar Assad, Moscow was reluc-
tant to begin dialogue with Syrian 
groups that Saudi Arabia calls the 
“moderate opposition”.

Russia’s position has wavered 
on the Yemen conflict in which a 
Saudi-backed coalition is battling 
Houthi rebels supported by Iran. 
Russia seeks to develop good rela-
tions with Iran, which Saudi Arabia 
regards as a strategic enemy.

Pro-Kremlin media have sup-
ported the Houthi-Iran narrative. 
In April 2015 during a UN Security 
Council meeting, Russia abstained 
from voting on a resolution calling 
for an arms ban on the Houthis, 
a move that did not endear Mos-
cow to the Arab coalition at war in 
Yemen.

Previously, both oil giants were 
locked in a costly battle for market 
share.

Last year, the head of Russia’s 
biggest oil company, Rosneft, said 
during an economic conference 
that Saudi Arabia was “actively 
dumping, which is an element of 
the changes in world prices. With-
out doubt, the battle for markets is 
at this stage one of the key factors.”

“We have to make every effort to 
prevent a decrease in our share of 
supplies,” Rosneft Chief Executive 
Officer Igor Sechin said.

The assessment by Sechin came 
as major oil companies, such as 
Shell and Total, were cutting long-
standing use of Russian crude in 
favour of Saudi grades.

With the battle for market share 
taking its toll on both countries’ 
economies, the question of wheth-
er the recent meeting in Riyadh 
will lead to production cuts re-
mains.

“Realistically speaking, a freeze 

is much more possible than a cut,” 
said Richard Mallinson, geopoliti-
cal analyst at Energy Aspects, an 
independent research consultan-
cy. Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin indicated in early October that 
Russia might be open to a freeze 
in production levels if members 
of the Organisation of the Petro-
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) 
were to cut production as a part of 
a deal.

Gulf officials are wary of Russian 
pledges due to experiences such as 
in the early 2000s when Moscow 
promised cuts but never carried 

them out.
Mallinson said the Kremlin was 

exploring tax schemes that could 
influence oil firms and that OPEC’s 
desire to reach a deal internally 
with indications of support from 
the top levels of the Russian gov-
ernment was a positive develop-
ment.

OPEC is to meet November 30th 
in Vienna to finalise an agreement 
on an oil output freeze.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is 
the Gulf section editor of The Arab 
Weekly.
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Representatives of countries attend the meeting of the Counter-ISIL Finance Group (CIFG), which was formed early last year and is led 
by the United States, Italy and Saudi Arabia and made up of more than 35 countries and four international bodies, in Kuwait City, on October 24th.                     (AFP)
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The fight against ISIS 
is seen as a matter of 
survival for the GCC.

Saudi Oil Minister Khalid al-Falih (3rd R) addresses a Gulf ministerial meeting in Riyadh on October 
23rd, 2016.                 (AFP)

Gulf officials are 
wary of Russian 
pledges.


