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Washington

A 

determination to keep 
Donald Trump out of the 
White House has boost-
ed efforts to encourage 
Muslim Americans to 

register to vote and participate in 
the November election, activists 
said.

Those campaigning to get Mus-
lims to the polls November 8th 
said the response has been lively as 
Trump, the Republican Party candi-
date for president, made headlines 
with rhetoric depicting Muslims as a 
potential national security risk, call-
ing for an entry ban for people from 
Syria and Iraq and criticising the 
parents of a Muslim-American sol-
dier who was killed in action in Iraq.

The Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR), a lobbying group 
in Washington, urged supporters to 
get five other people to register to 
vote. CAIR activists called 150,000 
Muslims on one recent weekend to 
remind them to register and vote.

“Trump’s anti-Muslim rhetoric 
is definitely a motivating factor,” 
said Robert McCaw, director of the 
government affairs department at 

CAIR. McCaw spoke of increased 
enthusiasm among Muslim Ameri-
cans to take part in the election. 
“We have Trump to thank for that,” 
he said. “If a candidate is challeng-
ing your civil rights, the response is 
to go out and vote.”

McCaw said Muslim voters were 
likely to be further motivated by 
incidents such as the arrest on Oc-
tober 14th of three white Chris-
tians in Garden City, Kansas, who 
are accused of plotting to bomb 
an apartment complex, which in-
cludes a mosque, housing Somali-
Americans. Authorities allege the 
three were planning to detonate car 
bombs around the complex on No-
vember 9th, one day after the elec-
tion.

“Kansas is not going to intimidate 
Muslim voters,” McCaw said. “If 
anything, it will motivate them to 
turn out and make sure our country 
is not going in the wrong direction.”

The Muslim Public Affairs Council 
(MPAC) has also been encouraging 
Muslims to vote, publishing a vot-
ers’ guide outlining the positions 
of Trump and his Democratic rival, 
Hillary Clinton. “American Muslims 
are playing a more visible role in 
this volatile election, are expected 
to turn out in record numbers and 
could be pivotal in swing states,” 
the guide says.

Rabiah Ahmed, director of me-
dia and public affairs at MPAC, said 
Trump indirectly inspired Muslim 
voters, an “unintended side effect” 
of his campaign. There is more at 
stake for Muslims than during other 
elections, Ahmed said. Muslims re-
alise that “somebody is targeting 
your place in society, your loyalty,” 

he said. As a consequence, “there is 
more engagement”.

McCaw said the number of regis-
tered Muslim voters in the United 
States had risen from 500,000 in 
2012 to 800,000 this year. There is 
no official number of Muslim-Amer-
ican citizens but estimates range be-
tween 3 million and 8 million out of 
a total population of more than 320 
million. McCaw said CAIR planned 
to contact 500,000 Muslim voters 
by telephone before the election in 
an effort to get them to the polls. 
He said a celebrity would “voice 
that call” but declined to provide a 
name.

CAIR, citing a poll it conducted 
in October, said nearly 90% of reg-
istered Muslim voters plan to take 
part in the elections in November. 
The poll indicated that 72% of the 

804 US Muslims contacted said they 
support Clinton and 4% backed 
Trump.

The poll suggested that the Re-
publican Party’s image among Mus-
lims has worsened since 2012, when 
51% of Muslims said Republicans 
were unfriendly towards people of 
their faith. That number has risen 
to 62% and only 7% of Muslims re-
cently polled said Republicans are 
friendly towards them.

Ahmed Mohamed, operations of-
ficer for the Arab American Family 
Support Center in New York, said he 
had met people who were voting for 
the first time in 15 years. Many said 
they were not aware that they had 
to register first to be able to vote, he 
said.

Trump has not made any obvi-
ous effort to win over Muslim vot-

ers. During the October 9th debate, 
Trump said Islamophobia was 
“a shame” but he added that the 
United States had a problem with 
Islamic extremism, “whether we 
like it or not”.

Trump repeated his demand that 
Muslims should “report when they 
see something going on” that could 
point law enforcement agencies to 
planned terrorist attacks. “If they 
don’t do that, it’s a very difficult sit-
uation for our country,” Trump said

In response, some Muslims took 
to Twitter to poke fun at Trump. 
“I’m a Muslim and I would like to 
report a crazy man threatening a 
woman on a stage in Missouri,” 
tweeted Moustafa Bayoumi, author 
of the book How Does It Feel to Be a 
Problem? Being Young and Arab in 
America.

East  WestNews & Analysis

Trump would work for Palestinian-Israeli peace, adviser says

New York

D
onald Trump, 
despite seeming 
inconsistencies 
and often harsh 
comments 
regarding the 
Middle East, was 
not disparaging 

Islam and the region overall but 
referring to extremist elements in 
some of his most notorious 
statements, said Walid Phares, an 
adviser to Trump campaign for 
president.

Trump has staked out a nation-
alistic position in regards to 
immigrants, promising to build a 
wall along the US-Mexican border 
and threatening to bar — for a time 
at least — the entry into the United 
States of refugees from the Middle 
East.

Regarding Trump’s shifting 
statements about Islam and the 
Arab world, Phares said: “He 
[Trump] is essentially a business 
man. He has said more than once 
that he will reach out to both the 
Arab world and Muslim world. He 
has many friends in the Arab 
world and he will be a strategic 
partner to some Arab countries.”

He added: “Trump did not talk 
about Islam in general, not the 
doctrinal aspects of Islam. He was 
referring to extremist Islamic 
movements. All of his advisers 

support the Arab populations in 
their fight against extremists.”

Rather than force Middle 
Eastern issues to the sideline, the 
adviser said Trump would likely 
use his deal-making background 
to find solutions to some of the 
region’s most intractable prob-
lems, such as the Palestinian-
Israeli stalemate.

“Trump is someone who’s used 
to making deals,” Phares said. “He 
likes to always take centre seat 
and when he becomes president 
of the United States, he will sit at 
the centre in negotiations 
between Palestinians and Israe-
lis.”

Phares revealed that Trump was 
in contact with representatives of 
the Palestinian Authority as well 
as the Israelis.

Phares said Western ideas of a 
“new Middle East” are “fantasies” 
and that “Trump himself does not 
believe in them.”

Phares insisted that the time of 
regime changes by force in the 
Arab world is gone as people now 
demand the right to choose their 
destinies. Phares criticised 
Democratic Party candi-
date Hillary Clinton’s 
collaboration with the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
in Egypt while she 
was secretary of 
State. Under Clinton, 
according to Phares, the 
US State Department 
refused to work with 
certain groups but 
welcomed some others.

Phares pointed out that many 
Muslims in Michigan support 
Trump because they know he is 
not against Islam. Phares claimed 
“there is a media campaign 
focusing on Trump as a person to 
smear him politically” and that 
“80% of the American media 
oppose him”.

He continued: “Trump did not 
talk about Islam in general, not 
the doctrinal aspects of Islam. He 
was referring to extremist Islamic 
movements. All of his advisers 
support the Arab populations in 
their fight against extremists.”

Phares said US President Barack 
Obama’s policies towards Iran was 
“childish and led to Iran’s control 
of Iraq and the emergence of [the 
Islamic State] ISIS.” Phares said 
Trump “has reservations on the 
nuclear deal with Iran and wants 
the relation to be more affirmative 
and that there should be a wider 
participation by Arab allies”.

Phares pointed out that “Trump 
has said nothing about Qatar and 
Turkey and this means that, when 
he becomes president, the subject 
of both countries will be brought 

up.” He said that “Trump did 
mention the Muslim 
Brotherhood and we must 
keep in mind that when 
we talk of the Brother-
hood’s supporters, we 
refer to Qatar and 
Turkey. This means 
that the Muslim 
Brotherhood has a 

problem now and 

must be dealt with once and for 
all.”

Concerning the Republican 
Party’s economic agenda, Phares 
said: “Trump’s original idea in the 
context of the economy and on a 
personal level is that for everyone 
in America to become rich by 
achieving a higher economic 
growth for everybody. He was 
talking about the vast majority of 
Americans… [Clinton] wants to 
take from the rich to give to the 
poor, which is an outdated 
idea.”

Concerning terrorism and 
fighting the Islamic State (ISIS), 
Phares said: “The issue does not 
deserve all of this time.” He said 
Trump is in favour of an Arab-
Kurdish alliance such that “the 
Sunni Arab zones will not be 
under the control of other 
sectarian parties.”

Another point on which the 
Republican candidate has been 
criticised concerns his assertion 
that US allies should reimburse 
the United States for defending 
them. Phares said that “the idea is 
not new and this is exactly what 
was happening all the time but it 
was not publicised. The US 
administration was able to get 
military bases or defend US 
interests in many other ways.” He 
said it should never be a question 
of money but that there should be 
real partnerships between the 
United States and its allies.

Mohamed Wadi is an Egyptian 
writer.
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Young Muslims protest against US Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump  in Wichita, 
Kansas, last March.                           (Reuters)
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