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Momentum seen in Mosul offensive 
but also risks for population 

Trump says Iran ‘big winner’ in Iraq, 
Clinton vows no-fly zone in Syria

London

I 

raq marked the first week of its 
offensive to liberate Mosul from 
the Islamic State (ISIS) with 
optimism and Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi announced 

that the military operation was ad-
vancing faster than anticipated.

“The forces are pushing towards 
the city more quickly than we 
thought,” Abadi told an interna-
tional meeting on Mosul in Paris via 
video-link.

The prime minister hailed the co-
ordination between the Iraqi Army 
and Kurdish peshmerga forces, 
which “for the first time in Iraq’s 
history” were “fighting side by 
side… to liberate territories and pro-
tect civilians”.

Most Iraqi media outlets have 
been putting on a show of unity, set-
ting aside the political differences 
of their backers when reporting on 
and expressing support for the bat-
tle of Mosul.

“The media family in this country 
should adopt a unified, support-
ive stance on the battle for Mosul,” 
Muayad al-Lami, the head of the 
Iraqi Journalists’ Syndicate, said in 
a statement.

Some observers said it was dif-
ficult to assess the progress of the 
battle from media reports.

“The tone of all the reports com-
ing from the front lines has been 
overwhelmingly positive and jour-
nalists are cheerleading fighting 
forces, talking about how much ter-
rain has been gained and how many 
extremist fighters have been killed,” 
wrote Mustafa Habib on the web-
site Niqash, which focuses on Iraq. 
“There has not been much concrete 
visual evidence of this and, certain-
ly, there has hardly been any bad 
news relayed home at all.”

On social media, however, videos 
were posted purportedly showing 
Iraqi forces abusing children sus-
pected of being ISIS collaborators. 
The authenticity of the videos could 
not be verified but similar acts of re-

venge have previously been docu-
mented by human rights organisa-
tions.

Amnesty International called on 
the Iraqi government to ensure that 
revenge attacks against civilians 
suspected of being complicit with 
ISIS were not repeated in Mosul.

“After escaping the horrors of war 
and tyranny of ISIS, Sunni Arabs in 
Iraq are facing brutal revenge at-

tacks at the hands of militias and 
government forces and are being 
punished for crimes committed by 
the group,” said Philip Luther, Am-
nesty’s Middle East research direc-
tor.

“Iraq is currently facing very real 
and deadly security threats from 
ISIS but there can be no justifica-
tion for extrajudicial executions, 
enforced disappearances, torture or 
arbitrary detention.”

Meanwhile, an Iraqi court is-
sued an arrest warrant for Atheel 
al-Nujaifi, the former governor of 
Nineveh province, whose capital is 
Mosul, for spying for Ankara and al-
lowing Turkish troops to enter Iraq 
when he was in office.

Nujaifi commands the Nineveh 
Guard, formerly known as al-Hashd 
al-Watani (National Mobilisation 

Forces), made up predominantly of 
Sunni fighters trained by Turkey to 
fight ISIS.

“It’s another example of how the 
government’s sectarian point-scor-
ing takes precedence over the fight 
against ISIS,” said Tallha Abdul-
razaq, a researcher at the University 
of Exeter’s Strategy and Security In-
stitute in England.

In the battle for the liberation of 
Mosul, however, the major fear re-
mains that ISIS will carry out hor-
rific atrocities against the more than 
1 million people it holds hostage in 
the city.

Mamoon Alabbasi is an Arab 
Weekly contributing editor based in 
London.

Washington

I 

n the final US presidential de-
bate before the November 8th 
election, Republican Donald 
Trump said “[Hillary Clinton] 
lost Mosul”, referring to the 

Obama administration’s withdraw-
al from Iraq, and that even if the Is-
lamic State (ISIS) were driven from 
the Iraqi city, Iran was the “big 
winner” and US President Barack 
Obama’s policies were “making it 
easy for Iran” to take over Iraq.

Trump suggested that the timing 
of the US-backed attack on Mosul 
was designed to make Obama, and 
by extension Clinton, look good 
before the election. He blamed 
the Aleppo disaster on Obama and 
Clinton, suggesting that by fighting 
Syrian President Bashar Assad — 
“who is much tougher and smarter 

than her and Obama” — they had 
opened the door to ISIS in Syria. 
Aleppo was the result of “bad de-
cisions” by Clinton when she was 
secretary of State, Trump said.

Clinton repeated her pledge to 
establish a no-fly zone in Syria but 
admitted it would not happen on 
her first day in office and would 
require consultations with Russia 
and others. “A no-fly zone would 
save lives and hasten the end of the 
conflict,” she said in the October 
19th event.

Trump said many Syrian im-
migrants who have been allowed 
into the United States “are ISIS-
aligned” and predicted this would 
become apparent in coming years. 
Clinton responded by saying that “I 
am not going to let anyone into this 
country who is not vetted” and that 
Syrian widows and orphans pose 
no threat to the United States.

The event’s bombshell came 
when Trump refused to say wheth-
er he would accept the election’s 
outcome if he loses. Trump has 
claimed for weeks that the elec-
tion was “rigged” and that voter 
fraud was common. In response to 
a question as to whether he would 
accept the election’s outcome, 
Trump said: “I will have to look at 
it at the time… I will keep you in 
suspense.”

Never before has a major party’s 
candidate for president cast doubts 
about the legitimacy of the coun-
try’s electoral system and Trump’s 

comments dominated post-debate 
commentary about what was oth-
erwise the most substantive of the 
three encounters, although it was 
equally nasty in tone.

Trump entered the evening 
trailing Clinton in virtually every 

national poll as well as in polls of 
most of the battleground states.

Mark Habeeb is East-West editor 
of The Arab Weekly. He is based in 
Washington.
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US Republican Party nominee Donald Trump faces-off with US
Democratic Party nominee Hillary Clinton during their final debate 
in Las Vegas, on October 19th.         (AP)
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Trump said many 
Syrian immigrants 
who have been 
allowed into the 
United States “are 
ISIS-aligned”.

The major fear 
remains that ISIS 
would not let go 
of Mosul without 
carrying out 
horrific atrocities. P2-3
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Iraqi special forces soldiers run for cover during clashes with ISIS fighters in Bartella, east of Mosul, 
on October 20th.                                                                                                                                                          (Reuters)


