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The biggest winner in Morocco’s elections

M
orocco’s success 
in the country’s 
second free 
legislative 
elections is 
indicative of 

King Mohammed VI’s foresight 
and leadership. The result is the 
peaceful coexistence in the same 
legislative body of “Justice”, an 
Islamic party, and “Authentic-
ity”, a civil-state party.

The biggest winner in the 
elections is Morocco itself. Its 
citizens demonstrated their 
capacity to improve political life 
in their country without resort-
ing to extremism or violence. 
Since the popular approval of the 
country’s 2011 constitution, 
Moroccans have shown a clear 
determination to carry on with 
reforms on all levels.

Islamists in Morocco under-
stood the message. They 
accepted the democracy game 
and tried to benefit from it. They 
proved that they were practically 
the only party in Morocco that is 
well organised and disciplined. 
Naturally, they won the legisla-
tive election by securing 125 of 
the 395 available seats. That’s an 
increase of 18 seats from the 

previous election.
By winning the election for the 

second time and after five years 
in power, the Justice and Devel-
opment Party (JDP) demon-
strated that it can resist the usual 
“rusting” that befalls most 
parties in power. It also demon-
strated that it enjoys a solid 
popular base that is not affected 
by any kind of failure or scandal, 
including the sex scandals which 
have smeared some of the party 
leadership from both sexes.

The JDP has indeed improved 
its position in the parliament 
while much older parties, 
including the Independence 
Party, were unable to rehabilitate 
themselves in the eyes of their 
traditional voting bases. The 
Independence Party did secure 
41 seats but the real rising star in 
the voting was the Authenticity 
and Modernity Party (PAM), 
which came in second.

Under the leadership of Ilyas 
el-Omari, PAM claimed 102 seats 
in the new parliament. Because 
of fundamental differences of 
vision and orientations, it is 
difficult to predict an alliance 
between the JDP and PAM. The 
JDP has repeatedly claimed its 
independence from the Muslim 
Brotherhood but having a strong 
secular party facing the Islamists 
can only be beneficial to 
Morocco. It is all about balance of 
power.

The fact that there are two 

powerful parties eyeing each 
other in the new parliament does 
not mean that the remaining 
parties in Morocco should simply 
step aside. On the contrary, they 
should strive to transform and 
improve themselves so that one 
day there will be real pluralism in 
heading the government.

The elections were also 
significant in signalling that 
Morocco, a country lacking 
significant natural resources, is 
assuredly continuing on the road 
to development and democracy. 
Moderation is the hallmark of 
this march. It enables the 
country to improve in all spheres 
by relying on its citizens, the 
focus of attention of King 
Mohammed VI and Morocco’s 
principal wealth.

In Morocco, the peaceful 
coexistence of different religions 
and different nationalities is 
possible. Education is given high 
priority and the king himself 
supports and encourages the 
teaching and learning of foreign 
languages. There is a general 
conviction that teaching foreign 
languages does not in any way 
affect the importance and preser-
vation of Arabic in the country.

It is also not an accident that 
the recent elections were 
peaceful. With the general 
acceptance of the 2011 constitu-
tion, free and democratic 
elections have become normal. 
Despite the JDP’s comfortable 

majority in the new parliament, 
Prime Minister Abdelilah Ben-
kirane, the JDP leader, will 
refrain from ignoring the views 
and ambitions of other parties or 
exclude them from decisions of 
national importance.

Morocco’s Islamists will seek 
the participation of people from 
both the right and the left of the 
political spectrum in forming the 
new government. The reason is 
that none of the parties in 
Morocco is capable of imposing 
its agenda and its policy choices 
on the others. More importantly, 
nobody is willing or can veer 
from the national choices 
represented essentially by 
preserving the country’s territo-
rial integrity and citizen rights, 
particularly women’s rights.

It is also significant that all 
regions and districts enthusiasti-
cally took part in the elections, 
especially the desert districts.

While its neighbours are stuck 
in the past, Morocco has its eyes 
fixed on the future. The recent 
elections are just a glimpse of 
that bright future envisioned for 
his kingdom by King Mohammed 
VI. It is this vision that enabled 
Morocco to intelligently sidestep 
the pitfalls of the “Arab spring” 
and effectively progress towards 
more openness and develop-
ment.
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t was expected that the rul-
ing Islamist Justice and De-
velopment Party (PJD) would 
emerge with the most seats in 
Morocco’s legislative elections 

— and it did — but several tradition-
al parties in the country had major 
setbacks and a group seen as close 
to the monarchy showed a strong 
rise.

PJD came out ahead in its fierce 
political battle with the liberal Au-
thenticity and Modernity Party 
(PAM), which is considered close to 
the palace, but the fight polarised 
the North African country.

The PJD won 125 out of the 395 
seats for the Moroccan House of 
Representatives in voting October 
7th, beating the PAM, which se-
cured 102 seats. Morocco’s Istiqlal 
Party (PI), which dates to 1937 and 
fought for the country’s independ-
ence, was third with 45 seats.

The PJD gained 18 more seats 
than it won in the 2011 election and 
PAM more than doubled its total.

The elections were a major set-
back for traditional parties such as 
the PI, the Socialist Union of Popu-
lar Forces (USFP) and the Party of 
Progress and Socialism (PPS). The 
PI lost 15 seats, the USFP 19 and the 
PPS four.

The Federation of the Democrat-
ic Left (FDG), which was presented 
as a “third way”, won just two seats 
despite the growing popularity of 
its leader Nabila Mounib and back-
ing from Moroccan intellectuals 
and artists.

Salaheddine Mezouar, secretary-
general of the National Rally of 
Independents (RNI), which won 
37 seats, submitted his resignation 
to the party’s politburo a day after 
the announcement of the election 
results, considering himself as “re-

sponsible” for the results, which 
saw his party’s representation fall 
by 15 seats.

Analysts said the electoral suc-
cess of PJD and PAM was no sur-
prise.

“The PJD’s dominance of the 
Moroccan political scene in recent 
years is due to the lack of strong 
competitors who meet the criteria 
of their party on the ground in or-
der to win the voters’ confidence,” 
said political analyst Mohammed 
Afry.

“The two axes of politics and the 
oldest parties in Morocco — the PI 
and USFP — lost their track by los-
ing confidence placed in them by 
the electorate. Both parties are suf-
fering from internal problems.”

“The PI with its history and con-
tributions to many achievements 
in post-independent Morocco and 
its symbolic value in the political 
scene suffers from a lack of consen-
sus among independents around 
their Secretary-General Hamid 
Chabat and his popular speeches. 
The USFP suffers from the same 
problem as its internal conflicts ex-
plain calls for dissent from time to 
time.”

In July 2013, Chabat caused a 
political crisis that almost led to 
early parliamentary elections after 
five ministers of his party resigned 
from the PJD-led government, cit-
ing disagreements with the ruling 
Islamist party. His decision cost the 
party in September 2015 municipal 
and regional elections.

“While the traditional parties 
continued betting on their past 
and symbolism in the struggle and 
resistance against colonialism as 
their electoral capital more than 
their dependence on setting out 
clear programmes that resonate 
with the Moroccan voters, PJD took 
advantage of this negative bet and 
got closer to voters in their daily 
lives through associations that deal 
with charity work in remote and 
marginalised areas as well as link-
ing religious discourse with politi-
cal action,” Afry said.

The government led by Prime 
Minister Abdelilah Benkirane car-
ried out many reforms. It over-
hauled the compensation fund that 
resulted in the liberalisation of oil 
prices and passed controversial re-

form of the retirement system.
The government was also cred-

ited with lowering foreign debt, 
which reached the highest levels 
since 1998, by implementing aus-
terity measures that encountered 
strong opposition from trade un-
ions and community groups.

However, the Islamist party 
failed to tackle rising unemploy-
ment and fulfil its promises in 2011 
to fight corruption.

Nabil Adel, director of the Re-
search Institute of Geopolitics and 
Geo-economics at ESCA School of 
Management in Casablanca, said 
PJD owed its success in the elec-
tions to reforms it carried out.

“Benkirane managed to widen 
his electoral base thanks to deci-
sions made by his government, 
such as the increase of the mini-
mum wage and scholarships for 
students, pensions for widows 
and price reduction of many medi-
cines,” said Adel.

Afry echoed Adel’s remark.

“The reform that PJD used as a 
slogan in its campaign was a key 
factor in attracting voters. The 
number of those who voted for PJD 
in 2011 rose by more than 700,000 
voters in the October 7th voting be-
cause of the party’s large workshop 
that included many sectors rather 
than its Islamic reference,” said 
Afry.

Adel said PJD ministers showed 
“they have clean hands in politics, 
something that Moroccans value a 
lot besides the fact that Benkirane 
speaks a language that Moroccans 
understand”.

The PAM, which was founded in 
2008 by Fouad el-Himma, an ad-
viser to King Mohammed VI, saw 
its number of parliamentary seats 
increase from 47 to 102.

The fast-rising party refused to 
forge an alliance with the PJD led by 
Benkirane, who was reappointed 
by the king to form a new cabinet.

“Our position is clear and cate-
gorical for two reasons: First, there 

is a huge difference between the 
party that topped the elections and 
us in terms of managing public af-
fairs in our country such as the re-
tirement system and the compen-
sation fund,” Aziz Benazzouz said 
in a television interview.

“Second, if we want to enter into 
talks with the PJD, the latter has to 
review its reference and project… 
It has to publicly announce its ties 
with the Unity and Reform Move-
ment, which is a branch of the 
Muslim Brotherhood movement,” 
he added.

Adel said Morocco “needs a gov-
ernment that includes the tradi-
tional parties in order to instil the 
democratic practice while widen-
ing the power of the executive and 
reinforcing the power of the parlia-
ment in enacting legislation and 
approving reforms”.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
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Maghreb issues.
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A Moroccan woman voter casts her ballot October 7th during the parliamentary elections at a polling 
station in Rabat.                             (AFP)

The PJD won 125 out 
of the 395 seats for 
the Moroccan House 
of Representatives
in voting on October 
7th.


