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he Ramallah Magistrate 
Court has ordered the 
release of six Palestin-
ian young men who were 
held without charge for 

more than five months.
The men’s case, referred to by 

activists and local media as the 
Kidnapped Six, highlighted a num-
ber of issues, such as alleged po-
litical arrests and the cosy security 
coordination between the Israeli 
Army and the Palestinian Author-
ity’s security services.

Adnan Dameri, spokesman for 
the Palestinian Authority (PA) se-
curity forces, justified that the 
men’s detainment without charge 
was based on “the public prosecu-
tor’s decision to complete the in-
vestigation duly”. He added that 
the “security establishment does 
not have a say after the files are 
converted to the public prosecu-
tion”.

Dameri did not return requests 
for comment.

The Palestinian Authority in 
March informed the parents of 
Bassel al-Araj, 33, that his identity 
card, along with those of Moham-
med Harb, 23, and Haitham al-
Sayyaj, 19, were found on a road 
in the village of Aroura, north of 
Ramallah. The security forces told 
the families that their sons were 
classified as “missing” and assured 
them that they would do their best 
to find them.

About a week later, the security 
services announced that the men 
were in custody.

It was later learned the men 
had been arrested on the day their 
identity cards were said to be 
found. The men claimed they were 
tortured to extract confessions 
from them. The torture, according 
to the Addameer prisoner rights 
organisation, was so harsh that the 
men had to be taken to a medical 
clinic to recover.

Anas Barghouti, a lawyer work-
ing on the case, said media cover-

age has largely ignored the Pales-
tinian Authority’s coordination 
with Israel on the case.

“When the men were arrested, 
there was an immediate Israeli 
news bulletin within the hour talk-
ing about three Palestinian men 
detained with possession of weap-
ons,” Barghouti said. “This doesn’t 
need much analysis or brains to 
figure out how the Israeli media 
automatically knew about this, 
thanks to the strong security co-
ordination between the army and 
the PA.”

Three other men — Seif al-Idree-
si, Mohammed Salameen and Ali 
Dar Sheikh, between the ages of 
19-26 — were arrested shortly after. 
They also claim to have been tor-
tured.

The men are known as political 
activists. In July, Israeli Defence 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman re-
leased a statement boasting that 
the intelligence agency, Shabak, 
had in April arrested members of a 
cell in the Ramallah that was plan-
ning an armed attack on Israel. 
The statement listed the names 

of the members of the cell, which 
matched the names of the men ar-
rested by the Palestinian Author-
ity.

“Despite this, there has been no 
investigation into the weapons and 
the explosives that the men alleg-
edly had,” Barghouti said.

A week after the men’s arrest, 
PA President Mahmoud Abbas was 
quoted by the German newspaper 
Der Spiegel applauding the strong 
security coordination relationship 
between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority.

“Our security forces are working 
very efficiently to prevent terror,” 
Abbas said. “Just a couple of days 
ago, three young men were tracked 
down and arrested. They were 
planning an attack. In this context, 
our security cooperation with Is-
rael is functioning well.”

The six men had their deten-
tion renewed several times and 
were shunted for several months 
between PA intelligence centres in 
Ramallah, Jericho and Beitunia.

Barghouti said he and another 
lawyer on the case were not per-

mitted access to the investigative 
files of the six men under the guise 
of security. He said, however, the 
Israelis “had immediate access to 
the investigations carried out by 
the PA from the onset, in addition 
to the interrogations carried out 
by the PA intelligence and the con-
versations between the court and 
prosecution”.

The six men went on a hunger 
strike in August, demanding their 
freedom as they had not been of-
ficially charged. They were subse-
quently placed in solitary confine-
ment and denied communication 
with the outside world. The strike 
lasted ten days, after the prosecu-
tion ended its investigation and 
transferred the case to court.

“The PA considers the men’s po-
litical activities as a crime. At the 
same time, the PA does not admit 
that they have any political prison-
ers; they are all classified as crimi-
nals,” said Muhannad Karajeh, a 
lawyer working for Addameer.

It is estimated that there are 
hundreds of political prisoners in 
the West Bank but it is difficult to 

document them all because the 
number fluctuates. Many Pales-
tinian detainees are subjected to 
a “revolving door policy” of the 
Israeli and PA prison system, in 
which upon release from PA pris-
on, they are promptly arrested 
again by Israel, and vice versa.

Before 2011, the detainees would 
be tried in a military court.

Hanadi Sayyaj, the mother of 
Haitham Sayyaj, said her son had 
been sentenced to one year and 
three months by the Israeli army 
for throwing rocks when he was 16.

“Both of Haitham’s arrests have 
been difficult for us but, to be 
honest with you his second arrest 
at the hands of the PA has been 
harder on us,” Hanadi admitted. 
“At least he wasn’t tortured by the 
Israelis.”

The six men, who have been re-
leased from detention, are waiting 
for their next court session, sched-
uled for October 6th. They are not 
speaking to media.

Linah Alsaafin is a Palestinian 
writer based in the West Bank.
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Israel’s lesson from the Lebanon 1982 invasion: Keep out

A high-ranking 
Israeli official on a 
visit to Washing-
ton said Israel 
must be “sober and 
realistic” in 

addressing the current situation 
in its “dangerous neighbour-
hood”.

Moshe Yaalon, a former Israeli 
Defence minister and military 
chief of staff, told a panel at the 
Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy that, amid the chaos 
and civil wars tearing the region 
apart, Israel’s response should 
follow a few clear principles in 
what he described as an “ongoing 
earthquake”.

The political violence unfold-
ing in the Middle East is shaking 
the foundations of a number of 
Arab countries. Yaalon, who is 
a visiting fellow at the institute, 
cited as examples the situation 
in Egypt, Syria and Yemen and 
cautioned that Israel should not 

intervene in internal Arab affairs, 
as it had done in Lebanon, so 
long as Israel was not directly 
threatened. The real threat to 
Israel is no longer the Arab states, 
which it went to war with four or 
five times in as many decades.

Israel, said Yaalon, must draw 
on lessons learned in Lebanon 
following the June 1982 inva-
sion and subsequent occupation 
of the country and of Tel Aviv’s 
meddling in the internal affairs 
of its northern neighbour, as was 
demonstrated by the support of 
Christian militias and gambling 
on Bashir Gemayel, the leader 
of the Lebanese Forces Chris-
tian coalition to take over the 
Lebanese presidency. Gemayel 
was assassinated and Israel was 
dragged into the Lebanese civil 
war.

Israel, said Yaalon, must re-
main “neutral,” as it has been in 
the Syrian conflict. Democracy 
means more than just having 
elections, he said.

It is always somewhat ironic 
that Israel — the cause of many of 
the region’s troubles — is seen by 
the West as “the only democratic 
country in the Middle East” de-
spite such undemocratic prac-
tices as the continued occupation 
of the West Bank, the collective 
punishment of an entire region 
and the mistreatment of Palestin-
ians. Where is the justification for 

banning Palestinians from driv-
ing on certain highways that are 
reserved exclusively for Israelis 
and, of course, foreign visitors?

The belief that Jeffersonian 
democracy can be taken off the 
shelf and adapted to cultures 
that have had no prior exposure 
to truly democratic traditions is 
wishful thinking.

Syria, Iraq and Yemen are large-
ly the creation of colonial powers 
making decisions on demarcation 
lines and drawing up borders by 
tracing straight lines in the sand. 
Such a creation did not give these 
countries a solid foundation upon 
which to build sound democratic 
systems.

At no time was any considera-
tion given to the fact that these 
redrawn borders separated clans, 
tribes and families. At the same 
time, these adjusted borders gave 
rise to an increase in tensions 
between opposing ethnicities, 
religions and tribes that found 
themselves living on the same 
side of a border, where previously 
their ancestors roamed unhin-
dered by imaginary frontiers.

The lack of continuity in 
Washington’s policy strategy was 
and remains the greatest disad-
vantage to promoting democracy 
in the developing world. The 
conflicts raging in several Middle 
Eastern countries are not isolated 
sideshows but part and parcel of a 

sustainable strategy by opponents 
of freedom and democratic ways 
of life.

Lack of continuity of a sustaina-
ble political strategy in the Middle 
East by consecutive US adminis-
trations — both Republican and 
Democratic — has been one of their 
greatest shortcomings.

Washington’s lack of a coherent 
strategy vis-à-vis Syria, for exam-
ple, is well explained in a recent 
episode of the popular TV show 
Homeland. During a debriefing 
upon his return from areas under 
control of the Islamic State, a CIA 
undercover operative is asked how 
successful was the US strategy in 
fighting the terror group?

“What strategy?” the CIA agent 
replied.

When asked what he believed 
was needed to solve the problem, 
the field operative said: “Two 
hundred thousand boots on the 
ground and an equal number of 
teachers for an indefinite period 
of time.” A senior CIA officer fires 
back: “Well, that’s not going to 
happen.”

Until the day peace really breaks 
out in the Middle East the whole 
region will continue to live pre-
cariously and in a bad neighbour-
hood.

Claude Salhani is the Opinion 
editor of The Arab Weekly. Follow 
him on Twitter @Claudesalhani.
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