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eapons allegedly 
meant for Houthi 
rebels were inter-
cepted in Yemen, a 
discovery that ap-

parently supports a complaint that 
Saudi officials recently filed with 
the United Nations.

According to a report in the Lon-
don-based pan-Arab daily Al-Hay-
at, Marib Governor Sultan al-Arada, 
who is a supporter of Yemeni Presi-
dent Abd Rabbo Mansour Hadi, said 
authorities in Marib and the Yemeni 
Army continue to try to cut off sup-
plies to the Houthis, an Iran-allied 
militia.

Arada said an attempt in August 
to smuggle weapons and explo-
sives from the Hadramawt region 
to Sana’a was foiled. The arma-
ments were reportedly discovered 
in trucks with Omani licence plates.

“Arada did not confirm an exter-
nal link to that shipment, indicat-
ing that the trucks were carrying 
Omani licence plates but it was not 
possible to confirm any Omani au-
thorities’ connection to that,” Al-
Hayat reported.

Oman, a member of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), was 
considered neutral in the Yemen 
conflict. However, Yemeni sources 
previously told The Arab Weekly 
that a rift had developed between 
Saudi Arabia and Oman over what 
Riyadh views as Muscat’s pivot 
towards the Houthi rebels in their 
conflict with the Yemeni govern-
ment.

The sources said the Saudi-Oma-
ni tensions were apparent when the 
delegation negotiating on behalf of 
the Houthis and former president 
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s General Peo-
ple’s Congress (GPC) party in Ku-
wait was prevented from travelling 
from Muscat to Sana’a.

The delegation, which included 
high-ranking Houthi leader Mo-
hammed Abdulsalam and the GPC’s 
Aref Awad al-Zoka, had boarded a 
plane provided by the sultanate. It 
was prevented from flying directly 
to Sana’a because the no-fly zone 
maintained by Riyadh requires all 
aircraft to land in the Saudi city of 
Jeddah for inspection and identifi-
cation of passengers.

The Houthi delegation returned 
to Sana’a recently on a plane pro-
vided by US Under-secretary of 
State for Political Affairs Thomas 
Shannon as part of a US drive to 
kick-start diplomatic talks.

Saudi authorities were taken by 
surprise in late 2014 when learning 
that Oman brokered talks between 
the United States and Iran that led 
to the nuclear agreement between 
Tehran and world powers.

In January, when a mob attacked 
the Saudi embassy in Tehran over 
the execution of a radical Shia 
preacher whose followers were 
tied to a number of police killings, 
Oman did not sever or downgrade 
diplomatic ties with Iran.

Recently a Washington-based 
think-tank revealed Iran has 50 

tonnes of material that can be used 
to create nuclear weapons stored in 
Oman but under the Islamic repub-
lic’s control. This not-publicly-dis-
closed exception from the United 
States and its negotiating partners 
was done so Tehran could meet a 
deadline related to the removal of 
economic sanctions.

Sources in Muscat confirm an 
investigation into the spreading of 
Shia ideas in Omani society, with as 
many as 500 recent converts to the 
Twelfth Imam Shia sect from the 
traditional Abadi and Maliki sects. 
The Twelfth Imam is the branch of 
Shia Islam that is Iran’s official reli-
gion.
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A June 2016 file picture shows Marib Governor Sultan al-Arada (bottom-2ndR) speaking on June 7, 
2016, in the city of Marib.                                                                                                                                                                                                              (AFP)

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Nayef bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia confers with a member of his 
delegation during a high-level meeting on addressing large movements of refugees and migrants at 
the UN General Assembly in New York, on September 19th.
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audi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Nayef bin 
Abdulaziz denounced the 
Justice Against Sponsors 
of Terrorism Act, recently 

passed by the US Congress, that al-
lows families of victims of the Sep-
tember 11th, 2001, attacks to sue 
the kingdom, calling it “a serious 
threat to the sovereign rights”.

Speaking during his first address 
to the UN General Assembly, Prince 
Mohammed, who is also the king-
dom’s Interior minister, highlight-
ed Saudi Arabia’s record fighting 
terrorism.

“Saudi Arabia was one of the first 
countries that suffered from terror-
ism,” Prince Mohammed said, add-
ing that the kingdom since 1992 has 
foiled 100 terrorism operations but 
also suffered 18 terrorist attacks.

“Before September 11th, Saudi 
Arabia had signed agreements with 
other Arab states to fight terror-
ism,” Prince Mohammed said. The 
kingdom was waging “an unrelent-
ing war against terrorist groups”, 
he said, adding that Saudi Arabia 
was a party to 12 international 
agreements to fight terrorism.

The Saudi crown prince warned 
that the United Nations as an in-
stitution had to reform to confront 
the challenges facing the world 
and the Middle East in particular, 
from wars in Yemen and Syria and 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, as 
well as the refugee crisis.

“We either join together in a 
collective effort to address the dif-
ficult challenges and disasters we 
are confronted with in the world or 
fail and in doing so history will not 
be on our side,” Prince Mohammed 
stated.

“The type and scale of the chal-
lenges we confront require us to 
work hard towards the reform of 

the UN system, increase the effec-
tiveness of the Security Council 
and revitalise the role of the Gen-
eral Assembly and all the relevant 
bodies of the United Nations,” he 
added.

Prince Mohammed’s speech 
touched on a number of issues 
related to the Middle East, par-
ticularly the refugee crisis. Saudi 
Arabia has provided aid to Syrian 
refugees of more than $800 mil-
lion.

“The kingdom has received 
around 2.5 million Syrian citi-
zens and it is keen on not treating 
them simply as refugees or putting 
them in refugee camps,” he said. 
“On the other hand, the kingdom 
safeguarded their dignity and en-
sured their safety by granting full 
freedom of movement and issuing 
residency permits for hundreds of 
thousands of Syrians who wanted 
to remain in the kingdom.

“The kingdom has also given 
them access to the labour market 
and provided health care and edu-
cation free of charge. There are 
more than 141,000 Syrian children 
pursuing their education free of 
cost.”

With regards to the war in Syria, 
Prince Mohammed called for a po-
litical transition by supporting the 
moderate opposition, while also 
faulting the international com-
munity for its failure to “take con-
certed decisions to save the Syrian 
people from the crimes that take 
place there, murders, destruction 
and displacement, all of which is 
made by President Bashar Assad”.

The Saudi crown prince said his 
country called on Iran to “desist 
from all of the policies of discrimi-
nation, racism and sectarianism 
and to begin to build positive rela-
tions with its neighbours on the ba-
sis of the principles of good-neigh-
bourliness and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of other states”. 
He also condemned Tehran’s sup-
port for “terrorist militia groups” 

in Bahrain, Kuwait, Yemen, Iraq, 
Syria and Lebanon.

Prince Mohammed called for an 
end to the Israeli occupation of 
the Palestinian territories and con-
demned Israel’s “terrorist practices 
and acts of aggression”.

“Achieving any progress in end-
ing the Palestinian-Israeli conflict 
seems impossible in light of the 
continuation of the Israeli settle-
ment policy, the tampering with 
the holy city of Jerusalem ruining 
the Arab, the Islamic and Christian 

identity of the city and the heart-
less policy of repression practised 
against the Palestinian people,” he 
said.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab Weekly.
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