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Tribal factor, low voter
turnout mark Jordan polls

71 years on, the UN busy discussing Middle East crises

London

P 

reliminary results of Jor-
dan’s parliamentary elec-
tions indicated that tribal-
linked figures are likely to 
dominate the country’s 

130-seat legislative body.
The elections were also marked 

by a return of the Muslim Brother-
hood to parliament in addition to 
an increase in the number of wom-
en MPs.

Turnout of 37%, down from 56% 
in 2013, cast a shadow over the 
polls, especially when taking into 
account the decision by Islamists 
not to boycott the election, as they 
had in previous votes. Disillusion-
ment with the process, especially 
among young Jordanians, was cited 
by some as a likely cause.

“What’s the point in voting? No 
matter who is elected the outcome 
is the same,” said Tariq Masharqah, 
26, an auditor based in Amman. 
MPs, he said, “don’t serve the coun-
try and there is no accountability 
when problems happen”.

Ali Jawarna, a Jordanian who is a 
university lecturer in Britain, said 
tribal and regional loyalties dictat-
ed voting choices.

“Candidates make it to parlia-
ment due to their tribal or area af-
filiations. This has always been 
the case and always will be. Even 
Brotherhood members are elected 
that way,” said Jawarna. “We don’t 
have democracy.”

But he said he would have voted 
along the same lines had he been in 
Jordan.

“If I was in Jordan I would have 
voted for my cousin. I must stand 
by him,” Jawarna said.

Some observers said there is 
hope for change, which could be re-
flected in future elections.

The “elections will test whether 
the independence we have seen 
in the current election cycle is a 
fluke or we are actually witnessing 

a progressive election process that 
is here to stay,” Daoud Kuttab, an 
Amman-based Palestinian journal-
ist, wrote in an opinion piece in the 
Jordan Times.

Others said Jordan’s problems go 
deeper.

“The (albeit limited) constitu-
tional ‘powers’ given to Jordan’s 
elected deputies are shared equally 
with a non-elected House of Sen-

ate, whose members are appointed 
by the king — the holder of all key 
powers within the state,” wrote 
Fadi al-Qadi, a human rights com-
mentator based in Amman, in an 
opinion article for the New Arab.

The Muslim Brotherhood, via its 
political arm, the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), formed alliances with 
non-Islamists under the banner of 
the National Coalition for Reform 
(NCR) and secured 16 seats in par-
liament.

This is lower than the 30 seats it 
had hoped for but still more than 
other established parties.

The notable increase of women 
MPs, who won 20 seats, compared 
with 18 out of 150 in 2013, was cause 
for celebration for some activists. 
Five women won seats outside the 
15-seat quota and there were a re-

cord 252 female candidates.
“It’s a sign of growing acceptance 

among the public,” Asma Khader, a 
former Jordanian minister, told the 
British newspaper the Guardian.

Others warned that having more 
female MPs does not automatically 
mean they will defend women’s 
rights.

They would either “focus their 
work on service to their own com-
munities” or “direct their work to-
wards their party’s agendas,” Mai 
Abul Samen, the head of the Wom-
en’s Committee at the Senate, told 
the Jordan Times.

Mamoon Alabbasi is an Arab 
Weekly contributing editor based 
in London.
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here were gimmicks, the 
occasional gimlet eye and 
long goodbyes. For an 
institution that is techni-
cally past retirement age, 

the 71st UN General Assembly in 
New York moved nimbly enough 
through the usual business of diplo-
macy.

Slick-tongued Binyamin Netanya-
hu, the Israeli prime minister, invit-
ed Mahmoud Abbas, the Palestinian 
Authority president, to address Is-
rael’s parliament. The Palestinians 
slammed the “new gimmick” and 
Israeli intransigence ahead of the 
50th anniversary of the occupation.

Five-and-a-half years after the 
Syrian conflict began, the United 
States and Russia wrangled over the 
parlous state of the second failed 
ceasefire, which went into effect 

September 12th.
US Secretary of State John Kerry 

dramatically declared that the fu-
ture of Syria was “hanging by a 
thread”; Russian Foreign Minister 

Sergei Lavrov strenuously denied 
responsibility for failing to preserve 
the fragile peace.

Neither the Russians nor the Syr-
ian regime were involved in the 

September 19th bombing of an aid 
convoy headed for Aleppo, Lavrov 
claimed, forcing Kerry into a mo-
ment of undiplomatic exasperation. 
He wagged his finger at Lavrov dur-
ing a UN Security Council meeting 
and said the Russians were living in 
a “parallel universe”.

If there was a theme at this Gen-
eral Assembly, it was about the lim-
its of international cooperation and 
the ever-greater need for it.

Addressing his last General As-
sembly as US president, Barack 
Obama warned of the disruptive 
forces that imperil global linkages 
and world institutions, the rise of 
populism, protectionism and the 

politics of throwing up walls. “A na-
tion ringed by walls would only im-
prison itself,” Obama warned, add-
ing that “the world is too small for 
us to simply be able to build a wall” 
to keep out extremists.

In a sign of the times, the nor-
mally mild-mannered Ban Ki-moon 
delivered a charged address, his last 
as UN secretary-general. Admitting 
to “deep concern” about the state of 
the world as he prepares to leave of-
fice after nearly a decade, he spoke 
of “grave security threats” and ex-
coriated world leaders’ failure to 
solve armed conflicts, govern for 
all and deny violent extremists the 
ideological space to flourish.

The results are obvious in Yemen, 
Libya, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Sahel 
region, Ukraine, South Sudan and 
North Korea, he said, adding that 
the Israeli-Palestinian impasse is 
“madness” and in Syria, “the bar of 
depravity sinks lower”.
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A Jordanian voter participates in parliamentary elections, in Amman, Jordan, on September 20th.
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UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (R) speaks at a high-level 
civil society event of the UN Summit for Refugees and Migrants 
at the United Nations, on September 19th.
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