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Q 

atari Prime Minister Ab-
dullah bin Nasser bin 
Khalifa al-Thani’s recent 
visit to Kuwait was a 
damage-control mission 

to defuse tensions over Kuwaiti ac-
cusations of Qatari interference in 
its affairs.

The Kuwaiti accusations are cen-
tred on Qatar’s support for branches 
of the Muslim Brotherhood move-
ment globally and in Kuwait in par-
ticular.

The visit by the Qatari prime min-
ister came after Kuwaiti activists 
launched a social media campaign 
accusing members of the ruling 
family — namely the nephews of 
the Emir of Kuwait Sabah Ahmad 
al-Jaber al-Sabah — of collaborat-
ing with the Muslim Brotherhood 
to create political unrest in the Gulf 
Arab state.

According to Kuwait’s official 
news agency, the talks focused on 

regional security issues and boost-
ing mutual security cooperation. 
The meeting between the Kuwaiti 
Interior minister and the Qatari 
prime minister also addressed 
methods of combating terrorism 
and organised crime.

The only part of the official state-
ment that hinted at any rift was in 
comments by Kuwaiti Interior Min-
ister Mohammad al-Sabah, who 
stressed the two sides’ “keenness 
on overcoming hurdles facing mu-
tual cooperation as well as unifying 
views towards regional and interna-
tional affairs of common concern”.

The Qatari prime minister also 
met with the emir of Kuwait and 
Prime Minister Jaber al-Hamad al-
Sabah during his one-day visit.

Kuwaiti sources said the two gov-
ernments discussed ways of shar-
ing information on political Islamic 
groups to identify extremists and 
moderates, “who cooperation with 
would be acceptable”.

The move to screen the groups 
and vet their members comes when 
politically motivated Islamic groups 
are said to be seeking to destabilise 

Kuwait in light of the crisis between 
the government and two of its sport-
ing bodies, the Kuwait Football As-
sociation and Olympic committee 
headed by Talal Fahad al-Sabah.

The dispute between the Kuwaiti 
government and its two sporting 
bodies, which resulted in Kuwait 
being suspended by the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee and 
world football’s governing body, 
FIFA, since October 2015, is a politi-
cal disagreement over the position 
of the crown prince.

The crackdown by the govern-
ment resulted in questioning the 
ousting of Talal Fahad al-Sabah.

Talal is the brother of Ahmad 
Fahad al-Sabah, a former deputy 
prime minister who was once seen 
as a potential crown prince. Those 
chances evaporated after the “coup 
tape” scandal. In April 2014, a 

leaked video allegedly showed ma-
jor politicians as well as members 
of the Kuwaiti royal family plotting 
against the government.

Ahmad and Talal are sons of the 
late Fahad Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sa-
bah, founder of the Kuwait Olympic 
committee, who died during the 
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait.

This branch of the family enjoys 
strong support of a number of the 
Gulf state’s most powerful groups, 
including the al-Mutairi tribe, which 
is known for ties to political Islamic 
movements, such as the Kuwaiti 
branch of the Muslim Brotherhood.

The Kuwaiti government has of-
ficially dissolved its Olympic com-
mittee and its football association 
over what it described as financial 
irregularities.

Talal released a statement 
through the Kuwait Football Associ-
ation stating that he is still the head 
of the association and demanding 
that Kuwaiti prosecutors investi-
gate accusations of financial viola-
tions. He said the charges were a 
part of a personal campaign against 
him.
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Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber al-Mubarak al-Sabah (R) talks with Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad al-Khaled al-Sabah during 
a parliament session at the Kuwait’s national assembly in Kuwait City, last July.

Kuwaiti accusations 
were centred on 
Qatar’s support for 
branches of the 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Muscat

A 

rift is developing be-
tween Saudi Arabia and 
Oman over what Riyadh 
views as Muscat pivoting 
towards the Houthi re-

bels in their conflict with the Yemeni 
government, Yemeni sources said.

Oman, which enjoys good rela-
tions with the Houthis’ backer Iran, 
had remained neutral in the fight 
that began when Houthi rebels cap-
tured much of Yemen in 2015.

The sources said the Saudi-Omani 
tensions were apparent when the 
delegation negotiating on behalf of 
the Houthis and former president 
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s General Peo-
ple’s Congress (GPC) party in Kuwait 
was prevented from travelling from 
Muscat to Sana’a.

The delegation, which included 
high-ranking Houthi leader Mo-
hammed Abdulsalam and the GPC’s 
Aref Awad al-Zoka, had boarded a 
plane provided by the sultanate but 
was prevented from flying directly 
to Sana’a because the no-fly zone 
maintained by Riyadh requires all 
aircraft to land in the Saudi town of 
Jeddah for inspection and the iden-
tification of passengers.

Tensions between Saudi Arabia 
and Oman are a new issue. Saudi 
authorities were taken by surprise 
over news that, in late 2014, Oman 
brokered talks between the United 
States and Iran that eventually led 
to the nuclear agreement between 
Tehran and world powers.

In January, when a mob attacked 
the Saudi embassy in Tehran over 
the execution of a radical Shia 
preacher whose followers were tied 
to a number of police killings, Oman 
did not sever or downgrade diplo-
matic ties with Iran.

Sources in Muscat confirm an in-
vestigation into the spreading of 
Shia ideas in Omani society, with as 
many as 500 recent converts to the 
Twelfth Imam Shia sect from the 
traditional Abadi and Maliki sects. 
The Twelfth Imam is the branch of 
Shia Islam that is Iran’s official reli-
gion.
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T 

hree months after his 
visit to the United States, 
Saudi Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman bin Abdulaziz 

embarked on a trip to the Far East 
to promote the kingdom’s Vision 
2030 economic and social reform 
plan.

Prince Mohammed visited the 
People’s Republic of China at the 
invitation of the Chinese govern-
ment for a joint economic forum in 
Beijing.  He also went to Japan to 
sign a number of economic deals 
and was scheduled to return to 
China for the Group of 20 summit 
in Hangzhou September 4th-5th.

The “Kingdom Vision 2030 and 
Initiative of Belt Road… Together 
for A Promising Near Future” fo-

rum in Beijing included a number 
of high-profile Saudi officials and 
businessmen, including Minister 
of Commerce Majid al-Kassabi and 
Energy Minister Khalid al-Falih.

Kassabi, speaking at the forum, 
emphasised the kingdom’s position 
as the world’s biggest crude oil sup-
plier and that Saudi Arabia is ready 
to meet China’s energy needs.

“This cooperation has a positive 
impact of the investment and com-
mercial relations between the two 
friendly countries,” he said. “The 
kingdom is the biggest commer-
cial partner for China in West Asia 
and North Africa. The number of 
Saudi-Chinese projects operating 
in the kingdom reached about 175 
projects in the fields of service and 
industry. The Saudi investments in 
China are about $15 billion.”

Prince Mohammed, who also 
leads Saudi Arabia’s Council of Eco-
nomic and Development Affairs, is 
trying to generate international in-
vestment to support the kingdom’s 
Vision 2030 plan, which is designed 
to wean the Saudi economy off its 
oil dependency, while creating jobs 
and stimulating the private sector.

The China trip included the sign-
ing of a number of major deals and 
memoranda of understanding, in-

cluding one between Saudi Aramco 
and the state-owned China Nation-
al Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) 
for cooperation in the chemical 
sectors and looking into the feasi-
bility of refining Saudi oil.

The two firms are in negotia-
tions regarding Aramco building 
an oil refinery. Falih said the agree-
ment to build the Yunnan refinery 
should be reached before the end 
of the year.

The Saudi Housing Ministry 
signed an agreement for coopera-
tion in building 100,000 homes in 
al-Ahsa in eastern Saudi Arabia. A 
joint company to be based in the 

kingdom will be handling the pro-
ject.

An important aspect of the trip 
dealt with security. Chinese De-
fence Minister Chang Wanquan 
said China was willing to increase 
its military relationship with Saudi 
Arabia.

According to China’s official 
press agency, Chang said high-
ranking military officials of the two 
countries have had frequent visits 
in recent years, with good coop-
eration in areas such as equipment 
technology and personnel training.

Prince Mohammed, who is also 
the Saudi Defence minister, de-

scribed China as a reliable partner 
and said Riyadh was willing to 
strengthen strategic cooperation 
with China, including in military 
areas.

The Saudi based Al-Watan 
newspaper reported the kingdom 
agreed to buy Chengdu Pterodac-
tyl I drones, also known as Wing 
Loong, a medium-altitude, long-
endurance unmanned aircraft 
usually used for surveillance. The 
drone is also capable of being fitted 
with air-to-surface weapons. Ac-
cording to the report, Saudi Arabia 
is the first Arab country to buy the 
drones.
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The China trip 
included the 
signing of a number of 
major deals and 
memoranda of 
understanding.

Important deals 
signed during 
Saudi prince’s 
visit to China

Saudi Arabia Deputy Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz (L) greets Chinese President 
Xi Jinping during a meeting at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, on August 31st.


