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Ailing Jordanian orphan teen is inspiration to others
Roufan Nahhas

Amman

T 

he FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup kicks off in 
September in Jordan with 
a 17-year-old orphan who 
found solace in kicking 

the ball in the spotlight against play-
ers from 15 international teams in 
a tournament that could reshape 
women’s football in the kingdom.

Anoud Imad, a shy headscarf-
wearing girl who called the SOS vil-
lage home, found football an escape 
from life as an orphan. She has in-
spired a generation of young players 
and a coach through her dedication 
and passion for the sport.

SOS Children’s Villages in Jordan 
supports vulnerable children and 
families, especially teens who have 
lost parental care or are at risk of los-
ing it.

“I was brought up in the SOS vil-
lage as an orphan and I had this 
passion to play football since I was 
a child,” Anoud said. “I remember 
carrying a torn ball in my hand and 
trying to hit it with my foot, which 
led to several falls until I got accus-
tomed to falling on the ground. But 
every time I fell I go back and try 
again.”

“I used to play with boys until I 
was 16 when, according to the regu-
lations of the SOS, girls who are 16 
and above live in houses especially 
made for girls. I joined the Steps for 
Soccer Establishment and then Is-
tiqlal Club and this made me really 
happy,” she added.

She was later diagnosed with 
thalassemia, an inherited blood 

disorder characterised by abnor-
mal formation of haemoglobin. The 
disease, which causes destruction 
of red blood cells, appeared to end 
Anoud’s football dreams.

“I was devastated as if something 
was choking me,” she said, trying to 
hold back tears.

The midfielder, who has 12 goals 
in 20 local matches, did not give 
up, insisting there is nothing bigger 
than her dream.

“I insisted and my friends encour-

aged me to continue and one day 
Jordan’s head coach, Robbie John-
son, saw me play. His support was 
unmatched and [he] took me to the 
hospital and here I am representing 
my country in the biggest event ever 
and fulfilling my dream,” she said.

Jordan is in Group A, which in-
cludes Spain, Mexico and New Zea-
land. Jordan is to play its first group 
match September 30th against 
Spain.

“I know we are competing against 

major teams in the world but we 
have what they do not and that is 
passion,” she said.

Johnson, from Britain, said he 
sees Anoud as an inspiration.

“I could not believe it when I saw 
her,” he said. “She was full of con-
fidence and determination and her 
story gave me the inspiration the 
team needed and although it will be 
a tough competition, I still believe 
we will do our best.

“Anoud is a special player who 
stood against challenges we might 
never know in our life. The team is 
preparing well for the competition 
and they know exactly who they are 
up against but we are doing our part 
and hope for the best.”

Johnson said: “There is no doubt 
we will play an exciting match 
against Spain, which lost the final to 
Japan in the last edition… The girls 
have been training hard and com-
municating well in the field. It will 
be a great experience for them,” he 
said.

Hosting an event such as this re-
quires teamwork from everyone 
in the kingdom, according to Yanal 
Malkosh, the team media officer. “It 
is a huge event. We have the best in 
women’s football play here and we 
can imagine the impact of the expo-
sure the girls will have.

“The team is playing as one fam-
ily and in sports this counts. They 
have been supporting each other for 
some time now because support is 
really needed to face the best in the 
world,” he added.

Regarding Anoud, Malkosh said 
he believes her story inspired many, 
especially some who shy away from 
sports because they wear the hijab.

“Some time ago, FIFA banned 

girls from wearing hijab and play 
football but they lifted the ban and 
this allowed more girls to play foot-
ball around the world,” he said.

FIFA banned the hijab in 2007 and 
extended the safety rule to include 
neck warmers, which were also 
judged a threat to cause choking in-
juries. Football’s rules also prohibit 
religious statements on team uni-
forms. In 2013, Iran’s women’s team 
was prevented for safety reasons 
from playing an Olympics qualify-
ing match while wearing Islamic 
head scarves, which created a con-
troversy.

In 2014, FIFA authorised the wear-
ing of head covers for religious pur-
poses during matches after a two-
year test period following a request 
from the Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC).

The U-17 women’s football com-
petition is getting huge support 
from the government and Prince Ali 
bin Hussein, president of the Jordan 
Football Association, who said on 
the night of the tournament draw: 
“This is a dream come true. It has 
been a long and challenging journey 
to get here.

“I would like to thank everyone 
who has supported this challenge. 
Most of all, I’d like to thank our girls. 
This tournament will be a milestone 
for women’s football in the region 
and the world.”

Jordanian football player Anoud Imad smiles as she gets ready for 
September’s FIFA U-17 Women’s World Cup in Jordan. (Photo by 
Roufan Nahhas)

The midfielder did not 
give up after she was 
diagnosed with 
thalassemia, an 
inherited blood 
disorder.

The fight for women’s rights continues in Tunisia
Roua Khlifi

Tunis

T 

unisia celebrated Na-
tional Women’s Day by 
marking the 60th anni-
versary of the adoption 
of the Code of Personal 

Status, a series of laws that greatly 
improved the standing of women 
in post-independence Tunisia.

Tunisian civil society organisa-
tions are lobbying for a new law to 
defend women against violence. 
Samira Merai Friaa, Tunisian min-
ister of Women, Family and Chil-
dren Affairs, has said a comprehen-
sive law fighting violence against 
women would be submitted to par-

liament.
“This law will be of a great im-

portance as it will change mentali-
ty and behaviours,” Friaa said. “We 
want to eradicate the culture of 
violence. We must change this and 
that is why the law encompasses 
preventive, protective and penalis-
ing aspects.”

The draft law comes after an 
alarming study released in March 
by the Tunisian Centre for Re-
search, Studies, Documenta-
tion and Information on Women 
(Credif). The study said 53.5% of 
Tunisian women were subject to a 
form of violence in the public space 
from 2011-15 and 47.6% were sub-
ject to domestic violence.

The measure is based on Arti-
cle 46 of the Tunisian constitu-

tion, which calls for guaranteeing 
gender equality and protection 
of women’s rights. The draft law 
would mandate one-year prison 
sentences for perpetrators of sexu-
al harassment.

Credif Director Dalenda Lar-
guech said the bill was adopted by 
the Council of Ministers in July and 
would be submitted for a parlia-
mentary vote soon.

“Violence is widespread in both 
private and public space,” Lar-
guech said. “In the public space, 
the situation is alarming as we 
hear of cases of violence every day. 
Women are subject to forms of vio-
lence everywhere. The penal code 
cannot respond to all these cases.”

She added: “Because they are 
women, they are paid less. Because 

they are women, they are harassed 
on public transportation. Because 
they are women, their husbands 
beat them.”

Larguech said the proposed law 
would sensitise people to the ex-
tent of violence against women. 
“The law defines the forms of vio-
lence specific to women,” she said. 
“Socially, women are still inferior 
to men. They are treated in an un-
fair way and not in a human way.”

Monia Ben Jemia, president of 
the Tunisian Association of Demo-
cratic Women (ATFD), one of the 
leading women’s rights groups in 
the country, said she strongly sup-
ports passage of the legislation.

“This law encompasses physi-
cal, emotional, domestic, sexual 
and economic violence,” she said. 

“It also defines women to include 
underage girls. It protects women 
who are subject to violence and 
educates them on their rights.”

Ben Jemia argued that the draft 
law concerns all government bod-
ies, not just those directly address-
ing women’s issues.

“All ministries are involved in the 
proposal,” she said. “The Educa-
tion Ministry should include mate-
rial in their curricula to educate the 
young generation on violence. The 
ministries of Health and Justice 
should equally tackle the issue by 
partaking in training judges, police 
and doctors to have a better under-
standing of the cases of violence 
against women.”

While she praised the achieve-
ments that women have made, 
she also called for safeguarding 
their rights and striving for accom-
plishments. She said the Tunisian 
government should support and 
encourage the rights of women 
and not limit the issue to National 
Women’s Day, August 13th.

“The Code of Personal Status was 
threatened after the revolution as 
some extremists tried to change 
some of its key principles, such as 
polygamy,” Ben Jemia said. “We 
want to improve the status and 
rights of women further. The hus-
band still remains the head of the 
family. The father is the guardian of 
the children and inheritance is still 
not equal. This needs to change.”

Roua Khlifi is a regular Travel and 
Culture contributor to The Arab 
Weekly. She is based in Tunis.Listening session at an ATFD-sponsored centre for women victims of violence, in Tunis.

“We want to eradicate 
the culture of 
violence.”

 Samira Merai Friaa, Tunisian 
minister of Women, Family 

and Children Affairs


