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S
audi Arabia and the 
Gulf states will feel the 
loss when Turkey stops 
allowing the United 
States to support Syrian 
opposition groups from 

within its territory but otherwise 
Ankara can be expected to seek 
closer ties with Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt and the Gulf Arab states.

The key lessons for top 
diplomats of the region to take 
from Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan’s August 9th 
meeting with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is that, following 
the failure of the attempted 
military coup in Turkey in July, 
Erdogan has initiated a major 
and accelerated diplomatic 
reorientation with far-reaching 

consequences.
Most of all, Erdogan 

at the meeting with 
Putin showed that the 
Turkish president is 
seeking to mend fences 
with a wide array of 
countries and leaders 
he has quarrelled 
with in recent years 
in anticipation of a 

widening estrangement from the 
United States.

Even while the attempted coup 
was in progress, US President 
Barack Obama and Secretary 

of State John Kerry were loud 
in their public support for 
Erdogan’s democratically elected 
government and for Turkey’s 
constitutional process.

However, the Turkish 
government has since publicly 
blamed the United States for 
being involved with the military 
coup plotters and this view is 
undoubtedly widely held among 
the general public and by top 
government policymakers in 
Ankara.

There are serious doubts about 
how long Turkey will remain 
in NATO and how long it will 
continue to allow the United 
States to use the crucial Incirlik 
airbase close to the Mediterranean 
coast in south-central Turkey.

Incirlik has proven vital for US 
air operations against the Islamic 
State (ISIS) in Syria and Iraq and 
in support of Kurdish and other 
opposition groups fighting the 
regime of President Bashar Assad 
in Syria.

Even before the attempted coup, 
Erdogan was showing signs of 
renewed disenchantment with 
the European Union. His support 
for reintroducing the death 
penalty for treason in Turkey 
since the coup was crushed and 
his firing of tens of thousands of 
teachers throughout the Turkish 

educational system strongly 
indicate that he is not going 
to bother courting European 
goodwill anymore.

He appears to have given up 
hope of Turkey being welcomed 
into the European Union as a full 
member.

Erdogan knows that individual 
European governments, especially 
Germany and Italy, will still seek 
lucrative trade deals and excellent 
bilateral relations with Ankara. 
However, his clear estrangement 
with Washington and concern 
over not letting Turkey become 
strategically and diplomatically 
isolated mean that he will focus 
on rapidly expanding his excellent 
relations with major Arab 
countries.

Saudi Arabia and the Gulf states 
in particular have a great deal to 
gain from making larger deals 
with Turkey’s ministries, with 
agriculture at the top of the list. 
The Turkish economy remains the 
biggest and strongest anywhere 
between Europe and Russia on 
one side and India on the other.

And in a time of worsening 
diplomatic ties with Washington 
and increasingly strained ones 
with the European Commission 
in Brussels, Ankara is certain to 
want to compensate by returning 
to its “neo-Ottoman” policy 

of expanding its influence and 
exports throughout the Arab 
world while seeking to attract 
more Arab investment.

Expanded Turkish investment 
in Central Asia, especially 
in energy-rich Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
can also be anticipated. Far 
from seeking to discourage this 
development, Moscow is likely 
to welcome it as an alternative 
to more US and European 
involvement.

Erdogan can also be expected 
to energetically court China and 
do his best to cooperate with 
Beijing’s efforts to expand its 
New Silk Road web of road, rail 
and air communications across 
Eurasia. Russia and Turkey are 
also reviving their cooperation to 
complete the Turkish Stream gas 
pipeline.

The Turkish government’s 
reaction to the failed coup will 
likely shake the entire world but 
major Arab nations look to benefit 
widely from it.
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I
f truth is the first casualty 
of war, children are a very 
close second.

The advent of the 
modern media — the 
constant bombardment 

of information, the 24-hour 
channels and the internet with 
hundreds of websites offering 
news from all perspectives along 
with social media — has rendered 
many people almost immune to 
the harshness and the realities 
of war. Chronicling the violence 

of conflicts 
has become so 
common that we 
hardly flinch at 
the monstrosities 
unfolding on 
our television 
screens, laptops, 
smartphones and 
tablets.

However, every 
so often there 
emerges an image 
— a single image 
— that makes us 
pause and reflect. 

A particular photograph that 
succeeds in capturing a fraction 
of an instant, the fraction of a 
second in the immense drama, 
giving us a very brief aperçu into 
the insanity and the cruelty of 
war. If you have any doubts about 
how cruel war can be, especially 
on children, take a good look at 
the image of 5-year-old Omran 
Daqneesh.

This image of another Syrian 
boy, identified as Omran, shows 
him moments after he was 
rescued from the rubble of a 
building in Aleppo that was 
destroyed by aerial bombardment 
by Syrian forces loyal to President 
Bashar Assad or Russian 
warplanes.

What is particularly gripping 
about this image is the look on 
the boy’s face. Omran’s eyes 
are focusing off into space. He 
is quite possibly reliving in his 
mind the horror of what he just 
lived through; playing back 
memories of events that just 
occurred, reliving the horrendous 
sound of warplanes sweeping 

over the city, the sound of 
rockets fired, the explosions, 
a tremendous bang, death 
knocking on his door, the smoke, 
the dust, the building collapsing 
around him. The cries of pain 
from the wounded around him 
and the eerie silence of those 
killed.

The young boy who has become 
overnight an iconic symbol of 
Syria’s tragedy has the same look 
in his eyes found in many soldiers 
after a particularly vicious battle. 
As with the previous image of the 
tortured Syrian youth, there will 
be many calls for an end to the 
violence, regretfully a call that 
will very likely also be ignored.

Earlier in the Syrian civil war, 
there was the unforgettable 
image of Aylan Kurdi, an 
innocent 3-year-old Syrian whose 
body washed up on the shore of 
Turkey. That image moved the 
world to tears and led to cries for 
greater efforts to stop the war 
in Syria, a war that has driven 
nearly a quarter of the country’s 
population into exile, claimed 

the lives of some 450,000 people 
and maimed possibly more than 2 
million others.

Well, the war did not stop, the 
fighting continues and now there 
emerges another iconic moment 
from the madness of this conflict, 
now in its fifth year.

Much like the picture of the 
boy who drowned, the heart-
wrenching pictures of young 
Omran, showing him moments 
after his rescue, his face and 
body covered with dust and dirt, 
will undoubtedly raise new calls 
for cessation of the fighting and 
killing.

Worldwide reactions to Omran 
Daqneesh’s picture tell us 
something fundamental: Even 
after hundreds of thousands of 
deaths, the picture of one single 
casualty in Syria’s bloody war 
can still move us. That’s probably 
the only glimmer of hope in the 
tragedy.
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Five-year-old Omran Daqneesh, with bloodied face, sits with his sister inside an ambulance after they were rescued following an air 
strike in the rebel-held al-Qaterji neighbourhood of Aleppo, Syria, on August 17th.


