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T 

ensions between Iran and 
the Gulf Arab state of Ku-
wait escalated when Ku-
wait’s maritime security 
forces arrested ten Ira-

nian sailors suspected of illegally 
entering Kuwaiti waters.

The Kuwait Coast Guard spotted 
ten “Iranian infiltrators” on radar 
illegally entering Kuwait territory, 
the Kuwaiti government said. Ku-
waiti security forces surrounded 
the ship and an Iranian on board 
was reportedly injured while re-
sisting arrest.

The official Kuwait news agency 
published pictures of nine of the 
Iranian sailors on their knees with 

their hands tied behind their backs, 
photos similar to those of US Navy 
sailors arrested by Iranian authori-
ties in January.

The Kuwait incident was met 
with an angry response from au-
thorities in Tehran who insisted 
the Iranian sailors had entered Ku-
waiti waters legally.

Iran’s state Fars news agency 
quoted the commander of Iran’s 
coast guard as saying the detained 
Iranian nationals were fishermen 
who had been arrested due to an 
“altercation that had broken out in 
Kuwait and not border violation”.

Iran’s mission in Kuwait was re-
portedly following the case and 
the detained Iranians were in good 
health, the agency said.

Kuwaiti National Assembly 
Speaker Marzouq al-Ghanim said 
Kuwait and the other five Gulf Arab 

states that make up the Gulf Coop-
eration Council desired good rela-
tions with Iran but that the security 
and stability of the GCC was a “red 
line that will not be compromised”.

Despite attempts by both coun-
tries to mend fences on a number 
of occasions and the exchange of 
visits by officials, the latest inci-
dent follows a series of events that 
has soured relations between the 
two nations.

In late July, both Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait filed complaints with 

the United Nations over what they 
said were Iranian maritime trans-
gressions. During that same period, 
an appeals court in Kuwait upheld 
the death sentence of a man con-
victed of spying for Iran and who 
was part of a Hezbollah cell.

During the raid that led to the 
break-up of the cell, Kuwaiti au-
thorities found 56 rocket-propelled 
grenade shells and ammunition in 
a farm belonging to one of the sus-
pects near the Kuwait-Iraq border. 
Officials also seized weapons, am-
munition and explosive materials 
in the homes of the two other sus-
pects.

Authorities said the three con-
fessed to being members of a ter-
rorist organisation and led secu-
rity forces to where their arsenal, 
including 144 kilograms of explo-
sives, was hidden.

Hezbollah operatives and mem-
bers of the Islamic Dawa Party, 
both affiliated with Iran, carried 
out a number of bombings in 1983 
in Kuwait that killed six people. 
The attacks targeted Western em-
bassies, the Kuwait airport and an 
oil rig belonging to the Kuwait Na-
tional Petroleum Company, among 
other targets.

Kuwait recalled its ambassador 
from Iran in January after a mob 
attacked the Saudi embassy in pro-
test of the execution of a radical 
Saudi Shia cleric.

However, sectarianism is not a 
factor in the poor relations. Kuwait 
has long been known for its toler-
ance of different Islamic sects, Shia 
Muslims make up 30% of the popu-
lation, while in its parliament coa-
litions composed of different sects 
work together.

Sana’a

W 

ith talks to end the 
conflict in Yemen 
suspended, coun-
terproductive po-
litical and military 

actions have escalated, leaving the 
likelihood of a peaceful resolution 
in doubt.

Iran-allied Houthi rebels and the 
General People’s Congress party af-
filiated with former Yemeni presi-
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh attempted 
to establish their Supreme Political 
Council August 13th with a parlia-
mentary session in Sana’a, a move 
described by UN Special Envoy to 
Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed 
as a violation of commitments to 
the peace process.

According to sources in attend-
ance, the Houthi/Saleh alliance was 
unable to gather a sufficient num-
ber of members to fill parliamen-
tary seats. Local media and minor 
officials were asked to fill seats for a 
photo opportunity at the end of the 
session.

The sources, who spoke on con-

dition of anonymity, said that in 
the week before the session, which 
the internationally recognised gov-
ernment of Abd Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi condemned, Saleh frantically 
called members of parliament af-
filiated with the General People’s 
Congress to coax them to attend the 
session.

However, with the majority of 

them either outside the country or 
in Riyadh having switched affili-
ation to the Yemeni government, 
the required number of at least 151 
members out of the 301-seat coun-
cil was not met. The sources said no 
more than 90 people attended.

As diplomatic efforts appeared 
to founder, the military aspect of 
the conflict became more acute. 

The Saudi Civil Defence Ministry 
on August 16th reported the deaths 
of four citizens and three foreign-
ers after a missile was fired from 
Houthi-controlled territory across 
the kingdom’s southern border.

The day before the attack, an 
air raid by the Saudi-led coalition 
fighting the Houthis hit a number of 
targets, including a hospital, result-
ing in the death of 14 people. The 
coalition claimed it had targeted 
a militia training camp; however, 
Doctors Without Borders, working 
out of the hospital, stated other-
wise, generating international con-
demnation.

Speaking with CNN, spokesman 
for the Saudi Defence Ministry 
Brigadier-General Ahmed al-Asseri 
said the aircraft bombed a training 
camp for coup militias in Saada. As-
seri said a major Houthi leader was 
killed in the attack. Saudi media 
identified the slain leader as Saleh 
al-Houthi Mouawad Kibsi.

The coalition has launched its 
own investigation into the air raids.

With peace talks in Kuwait yield-
ing no tangible results, Asseri said 
negotiations had been used as a 
grace period for rearming the Hou-
this and that there was no intention 

of finding a political solution.
“They were deceiving people by 

this negotiation, to reorganise their 
force, resupplying their forces and 
getting back to fighting. They don’t 
have any political agenda,” Asseri, 
told Agence France-Presse.

The war in Yemen began when 
Shia Houthis and their allies over-
ran Sana’a in September 2014, seiz-
ing most of the country. Hadi fled to 
Saudi Arabia.

A Saudi-led Arab coalition, sup-
ported by the United States and 
Britain, began an air campaign 
against the rebels in March 2015. 
Arab coalition ground troops later 
entered the fight. According to UN 
estimates, more than 6,400 people 
have been killed since the fighting 
started, with 2.8 million people dis-
placed as a consequence.

Saleh Baidhani is an Arab Weekly 
contributor based in Sana’a.
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File photo shows the Kuwaiti Um Al Maradim-class missile attack ship Al Fahaheel participating in an exercise with Combined Task Force 523 during the International Mine 
Countermeasures Exercise. 
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security forces 
arrested ten Iranian 
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A pro-government fighter holds a machine gun mounted on a 
patrol truck in Bir Basha area in south-western Taiz province, 
Yemen, on August 18th.

Political and 
military actions
 have escalated, 
leaving the likelihood 
of a peaceful 
resolution in doubt.


