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Agenda
Carthage:
Through August 20th
The Carthage International Festival is one of the most compelling arts and cultural events in
North Africa, drawing a mix of
local and international performers to Tunisia over a period of
several weeks. It takes place at
the Carthage amphitheatre.

El Jem:
Through August 20th
About 160km south of Tunis,
El Jem Roman amphitheatre
hosts classical musicians from
all over the world for El Jem
International Festival of Symphonic Music. In its 31st year,
the festival programme includes
symphonic and orchestral music
from Ukraine, Italy, Austria,
South Africa and Tunisia.

Baalbek, Lebanon:
Through August 28th

Jordanian Prime Minister Hani Mulki (C) attends the opening ceremony of Jerash Festival of Culture and Arts in the ancient city of Jerash,
north of Amman, on July 21st.

Jordan’s Jerash festival marks
31st year despite regional turmoil

Roufan Nahhas

J

At least 12 Jordanian
bands, 81 Jordanian
artists, eight Arab
singers, 12 Arab and
foreign bands and
112 local and Arab
writers and poets
performed at Jerash.
Abu Summaqa said having the
annual cultural event “demonstrated Jordan’s stability and showed
that regional unrest had no impact
on the local art scene”.
The Jerash festival in 2016 proceeded amid heightened security
concerns, with the Islamic State
(ISIS) mounting deadly attacks
worldwide, said Jerash Mayor Ali
Qoqazeh.
Jordan was not spared, with ISIS
terror plots foiled in the spring and
summer, Qoqazeh said.
“The terror threats resulted in
beefed up security measures and
contingency plans but not the cancellation of the event,” he said.
“Some gates to the marketplace in
the ancient city were shut during
the festival and several roads were
sealed off with people searched at

Byblos:
September 8th-12th
The Lebanon Latin Festival takes
place in Edde Sands with more
than 90 artists from around the
world. Dance workshops were
scheduled in Salsa, Bachata,
Kizomba, cha cha cha, hip-hop,
Samba, Lambada, Oriental,
Dabke and Afro-Cubano. Performances are also scheduled.

Jerash
ordan’s Jerash Festival for
Culture and Arts celebrated
its 31st year as a hub for art,
music and literature, attracting more than 100,000 people despite regional civil wars and
militant violence.
About 20,000 people attended
the July 31st closing performances,
making the festival one of the most
popular outings for Jordanians and
Arab tourists in the kingdom, said
festival Executive Director Mohammed Abu Summaqa.
Jordan has had violent incidents
from the Syrian civil war spilling
over its northern border war but
tourists, mainly from Gulf Arab
states, still travelled to the Jerash
festival about 50km north of Amman.
“We came to Jordan to spend
some quiet time, enjoying the summer and indulging in the rich programme of the Jerash festival,” said
Wesal al-Faisal, a Kuwaiti housewife and mother of six.

Set in the Roman ruins in the
city of Baalbek in eastern Lebanon, the International Baalbek
Festival stages operas, classical
music, pop and jazz concerts,
modern and classical dance by
international and local artists.
The 2016 festival hosts artists
Mika, Abeer Nehme, JeanMichel Jarre, Lisa Simone and
others.

Dubai:
September 8th-16th

People walk along the ruins of the ancient Roman city of Jerash during the Jerash Festival of
Culture and Arts in Jerash, Amman, on July 21st.
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kingdom and this year they have
brought a host of much-loved singers and I am going to see Lebanese
singer Wael Kfouri perform.”
A ticket for Kfouri’s performance
was around $45, expensive for
some Jordanian families, especially those with incomes averaging
$300 a month.

The festival
celebrated its 31st
year as a hub for art,
music and literature,
attracting more than
100,000 people.
“My wife and I attended for 60
Jordanian dinars ($85), which is
very expensive for those who have
big families but going to see a movie will cost you 15 dinars ($21), so
I think it is worth it to pay double
and listen to your favourite singer
perform live. Some activities are
free to watch and attend and this is
also good,” he said.
Hassan pointed out that the festival provides a breath of fresh air
from day-to-day struggles.
“These days, we only hear bad
news: killings, explosions, accidents, wars and terrorism. This festival brings hope that we deserve to
be happy and enjoy our time with
our families,” he said.

The Dubai International Dance
Festival is a multi-arts event that
has a reputation for attracting
well-known dance companies,
classical dance academies,
youth orchestras, bands and
music ensembles from across
the world. The festival is a
catalyst for the creation of new
work and creative activity, with
an education programme and
artistic collaborations involving
organisations throughout the
United Arab Emirates, the rest of
Middle East and elsewhere.

Marrakech:
September 16th-18th
The Oasis Music Festival celebrates electronic music. In its
second year, the festival takes
place at the Source Music Resort
in Marrakech and includes three
days of performances from international electronic musicians
such as David August, Omar
Souleyman and Prins Thomas.

Essaouira:
October 14th-16th
The natural setting for the TV
series Game of Thrones in Essaouira, Morocco, is the backdrop for the first MOGA Festival
of electronic music and culture.
Festival-goers are invited to
performances, educational
workshops, beach parties, digital video installations and other
events.
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