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he Islamic State, losing 
territory and on the re-
treat in Iraq and Syria, has 
claimed responsibility 
for a surge in global at-

tacks this summer, most of them in 
France and Germany.

The wave of attacks followed a 
call to strike against the West dur-
ing Ramadan, in an apparent shift 
in strategy by the jihadist group 
that has been hammered by two 
years of US-led coalition air strikes 
and ground advances by local forc-
es.

Instead of urging supporters to 
travel to its self-proclaimed cali-
phate, it encouraged them to act 
locally using any means available.

“If the tyrants close the door of 
migration in your faces, then open 
the door of jihad in theirs and turn 
their actions against them,” said an 
audio clip purportedly from spokes-
man Abu Mohammad al-Adnani, 
referring to Western governments’ 
efforts to keep foreign fighters from 
travelling to join the group.

Radicalised followers have re-
sponded to that call repeatedly in 
recent months, in countries that are 
part of the international coalition 
battling the Islamic State (ISIS), in-
cluding shooting people at a Florida 
nightclub, running them over with 
a truck in the French Riviera and 
hacking them with an axe on a train 
near Munich.

The perpetrators had varying 
degrees of connection to the Mid-
dle East-based jihadists. Some had 
tried to travel to Syria and were on 
the authorities’ radar, while others 
displayed few outward signs of rad-

icalism until their deadly acts.
“There’s a growing understand-

ing that the idea of the caliphate 
is dying and more and more the 
leadership is calling on foreign 
fighters not even to come to Iraq 
and Syria but to go elsewhere or to 
commit violence locally,” said Max 
Abrahms, a professor at Northeast-
ern University in Boston who stud-
ies extremist groups.

Looking ahead, security experts 
and officials in the Middle East and 
the West predict the military cam-
paign against the group in Iraq and 
Syria will ultimately end its goal of 
establishing a caliphate but in do-
ing so may lead to a sustained in-
crease in militant attacks globally.

For more than a month, ISIS sup-
porters on social media have been 
encouraging would-be “lone wolf” 
attackers in the West to choose 
from methods ranging in sophisti-
cation from bombing and shooting 
to stabbing and assault.

“Pledge your allegiance in secret 
or in public to [ISIS leader] Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi and each one of you 
will be a soldier of the caliphate, no 
different from those present in the 
Islamic State,” said one supporter.

Claims of responsibility for re-
cent attacks issued by ISIS via its 
Amaq news agency referenced Ad-
nani’s appeal.

The attackers “carried out the op-
eration in response to calls to target 
nationals of countries that are part 
of the coalition fighting Islamic 
State” in Iraq and Syria, said state-
ments following four incidents in 
Europe.

In France, a July 14th truck attack 
killed 84 people in Nice and a raid 
on a church killed an elderly Catho-
lic priest in Normandy 11 days later; 
In Germany, an axe attack and a su-
icide bombing in Bavaria wounded 

about 20 people in total.
Most of the assailants, in mes-

sages pledging allegiance to ISIS 
and taking responsibility for the 
attacks, echoed Adnani’s rhetoric 
and encouraged others to emulate 
them.

“Brothers, go out with a knife, 
whatever is needed, attack them, 
kill them en masse,” said one of the 
two men who killed the priest.

“If you are unable to travel to the 
Levant (Syria), then fight the apos-
tate armies in your country,” the 
17-year-old Afghan refugee who 
carried out the axe attack on a train 
in Bavaria earlier this month, urged 
other Muslims in a similar video.

As ISIS is weakened militarily, it 
is trying to commit violence any-
where in the world, said Abrahms, 
including by claiming responsibil-
ity for acts even when there is only 

a tenuous link to the group.
“It’s indiscriminate about who 

can be a soldier of the caliphate… 
and it’s indiscriminate about which 
attacks the group will claim as its 
own,” he said.

In the last 18 months, the group 
has been pushed off a quarter of the 
lands it seized in Iraq and Syria in 
2014, research firm IHS said. Other 
estimates put territorial losses at 
closer to half.

Iraqi authorities have pledged to 
retake Mosul — the largest city still 
under the group’s control — this 
year but the militants will likely 
maintain safe havens in remote de-
sert areas and revert to more tradi-
tional insurgent techniques.

ISIS’s defeat is a longer way off in 
Syria, and it has established foot-
holds in pockets of lawlessness or 
instability from Libya to Afghani-

stan and Nigeria to the Philippines.
FBI Director James Comey said he 

expected the eventual defeat of ISIS 
could lead to an increase in attacks 
in the United States and Europe by 
drawing militants out of Syria in 
much the same way that al-Qaeda 
came about from fighters who had 
been radicalised in Afghanistan in 
the 1980s.

Analysts, including J.M. Berger, 
a fellow at George Washington Uni-
versity who researches ISIS, have 
supported that prediction.

“Projecting strength through ter-
rorist attacks is a factor in the re-
cent violence, but down the road, 
when (ISIS) supporters have noth-
ing to lose, things are likely to get 
worse,” he said.

This article was distributed
by Reuters.

Surge in ISIS attacks in the West likely to continue
Stephen Kalin and Ahmed Tolba

A man kneels by wreaths of f lowers laid near the Maalbeek-Maelbeek subway station in Brussels on 
March 23, 2016, a day after blasts hit the Belgian capital.

Most of the assailants, 
in messages pledging 
allegiance to ISIS and 
taking responsibility 
for the attacks, echoed 
Adnani’s rhetoric.

Instead of urging 
supporters to travel to 
its self-proclaimed 
caliphate, ISIS has 
encouraged them to 
act locally using any 
means available.
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iverpool Street station is 
one of London’s busiest 
transport hubs, catering 
to an estimated 174,000 
commuters each day. This 

figure is higher in the summer 
when tourists and families on holi-
day join the fray. The station, like 
many in London, is patrolled by 
armed police watching for suspi-
cious behaviour.

London commuters and 
tourists passed through the 
station seemingly oblivious to the 
increased armed police presence, 
stopping for coffee or fast food in 
the station’s commercial forecourt, 
while others rushed home after 
work. Two armed police stood to 
the side of the main thoroughfare, 
carefully watching all those 
coming and going.

After a wave of terror in Europe, 
involving a number of Islamic 
State-inspired lone-wolf attacks, 
the armed police presence is 
expected to increase further. 
London’s Metropolitan Police 
Force announced it would deploy 
additional manpower across the 
capital.

“It’s really important that 
Londoners are reassured that 
police service, that security 
service, that all of us are doing 
our bit to keep Londoners in our 
city safe. That means Londoners 
will see more armed response 
officers. They will see more armed 
vehicles,” London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan said.

“The threat level hasn’t changed 
but we are learning the lessons 
from Europe, from Nice, from 
Paris, from Munich,” he said.

London’s force announced that it 
would be deploying an additional 
600 firearm officers in the city, 
increasing the number of armed 
police in the capital to 2,800. An 
additional 1,500 armed officers are 
being trained to police other British 
cities, although they will likely not 
be in place until April 2017.

“We have seen attacks in 
Germany, in Belgium, in France 
and we would be foolish to ignore 

that, so it’s important that we get 
officers out there with firearms to 
respond,” London Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner Sir Bernard 
Hogan-Howe said.

Home Office figures show there 
were 5,639 firearm officers in 
England and Wales as of March. 
That figure has fallen by more than 
1,000 in the last five years with 
many calling for Britain to train 
more armed police.

Writing in the Mail on July 
31st, just days after a terrorist 
attack in a Normandy church in 
which a priest was killed by ISIS-

inspired terrorists, Hogan-Howe 
acknowledged that there was a 
growing fear of a terrorist attack in 
London.

“I feel and understand that fear 
and, as the police officer in charge 
of preventing such an attack, I 
know you want me to reassure 
you. I am afraid I cannot do that 
entirely. Our threat level has been 
at ‘severe’ for two years. It remains 
there. It means an attack is highly 
likely. You could say it is a case of 
when, not if,” he warned.

Security around churches and 
other places of worship had been 
increased since the Normandy 
attack, with ISIS-affiliated social 
media threatening London would 
be “next”.

The idea behind modern-day 
counterterrorism policing is not 
just to foil potential attacks, but 
to have a strong system in place to 
ensure a fast response in order to 
minimise casualties and neutralise 
the threat as quickly as possible.

Armed police officers are 
equipped with BMW F800 GS 
motorcycles, which can go from 
0-60 miles per hour in less than 
4 seconds. This allows police to 
quickly respond to any incident.

On the same day as the 
announcement, armed police 
scrambled to deal with a knife 
attack that left one person dead 
and five others seriously injured 
in London’s Russell Square. Local 
media quoted witnesses as saying 
armed police arrived at the scene 
in just a few minutes.

This is an improvement from the 
11-minute response time it took 
armed police to reach the scene 
of the 2013 killing of Fusilier Lee 

Rigby in Woolwich, south-east 
London.

The November 2015 Paris attack, 
which resulted in the death of 
some 130 people, lasted for hours 
after gunmen took hostages in the 
Bataclan concert hall.

Funding for the additional 
600 armed British police was 
announced following the Paris 
attacks. “The critical point is that 
this is 24/7 specialist officers with 
the weaponry and equipment to 
confront a terrorist. These are high-
calibre, highly trained specialist 
people,” Scotland Yard Assistant 
Commissioner Mark Rowley said 
at the time.

“We will have a much bigger, 
stronger capability to deal with 
anything that hits us in London,” 
he promised in comments carried 
by London newspaper the Evening 
Standard.

As for the increased presence 
of armed police around London 
landmarks, this was largely 
welcomed by Londoners and 
tourists alike. “Yes, we feel safer 
knowing that there are armed 
police around. You can never be 
too careful,” said an American 
tourist who was passing through 
Liverpool Street station with his 
family on August 3rd.
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Armed police officers patrol at the scene of a knife attack in 
Russell Square in London, on August 4th.

After a wave of terror 
in Europe, involving a 
number of Islamic 
State-inspired lone-
wolf attacks, the 
armed police presence 
is expected to increase 
further.


