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audi Arabia has pledged to 
assist Berlin in its inves-
tigation of recent terror-
ist attacks carried out in 
Germany by militants who 

pledged allegiance to the Islamic 
State (ISIS).

German magazine Der Spiegel 
published a rare security state-
ment attributed to an unnamed 
Saudi official confirming that the 
two countries were cooperating in 
the search for ISIS members behind 
the recent attacks in southern Ger-
many.

A 17-year-old Afghan refugee at-
tacked four people with an axe on 
a train near Wurzburg in July and 
was killed by security forces. An-
other incident attributed to ISIS 
took place in the Bavarian town of 

Ansbach, when a 27-year-old Syr-
ian refugee carried out a suicide 
bombing that wounded 15 people 
at a music festival. Both men left 
video statements pledging loyalty 
to ISIS.

Saudi Interior Ministry spokes-
man Mansour al-Turki confirmed 
the collaboration between the two 
countries and revealed a connec-
tion between one of the terrorists 
and ISIS via a Saudi SIM card. The 
ISIS point man was not based in the 
kingdom, Turki told Reuters, but 
he did not specify to which attack 
he was referring.

“The investigation found that 
the Islamic State contact person 

was not in Saudi Arabia, but rather 
was in contact from the ISIS area,” 
he said.

According to Der Spiegel, evi-
dence obtained by security author-
ities points to contacts between the 
two refugee terrorists and mem-
bers of ISIS via international SIM 
cards, including one registered in 
Saudi Arabia. The people involved 
were not only ISIS-influenced but 
were given specific suggestions 
and instructions, it was reported.

Saudi Arabia has been at the fore-
front of the fight against terrorism. 
In an interview with Al Arabiya 
Arabic language news channel CIA 
Director John Brennan described 
Saudi Arabia as among the United 
States’ best “counterterrorism 
partners”.

German Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Sawsan Chebli said Germa-
ny and a number of other Western 
countries have worked closely with 
Saudi Arabia in the fight against 

terrorism, adding that, “informa-
tion provided from the Saudi side 
has in the past decisively helped 
to prevent terror attacks in Ger-
many”.

German Interior Ministry spokes-
man Tobias Plate welcomed the 
Saudi offer of assistance and said 
cooperation with the kingdom was 
of “significant value”.

The assessment by Brennan 
and the Germen Foreign minister 
should not come as a surprise, said 
Saudi analyst Awad al-Fayad.

Saudi Arabia’s strong counter-
terrorism record speaks for itself, 

Fayad said, particularly because 
the information it has provided has 
saved a number of European capi-
tals from terrorist elements, some-
thing acknowledged by then Brit-
ish prime minister David Cameron 
last October.

“There was one occasion since 
I’ve been prime minister where a 
bomb that would have potentially 
blown up over Britain was stopped 
because of intelligence we got from 
Saudi Arabia,” Cameron said in an 
interview with Channel Four news.

In December, Saudi Arabia an-
nounced the formation of a global 
anti-terrorism coalition of 34 most-
ly Muslim nations.

“It is time that the Islamic world 
take a stand, and they have done 
that by creating a coalition to 
push back and confront the terror-
ists and those who promote their 
violent ideologies,” Saudi Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir said during 
a news conference in Paris.

Sana’a

W 

ith peace talks sus-
pended until Sep-
tember, military en-
gagement has once 
again taken centre 

stage in the crisis in Yemen.
UN Special Envoy to Yemen Is-

mail Ould Cheikh Ahmed on Au-
gust 6th said negotiations were sus-
pended but added that both sides 
were committed to the resumption 
of direct talks “within a month at a 
venue to be agreed upon”.

The UN envoy said he had com-
mitments from both sides of a read-
iness to return to negotiations. He 
stressed the talks, which started last 
April in Kuwait, were not a failure.

“In fact, we have not failed. We 
believe the Kuwait talks made great 
progress,” Ould Cheikh Ahmed 
said.

Despite the United Nations’ as-
sertion that both sides are keen to 
support diplomatic efforts, fight-
ing in Yemen would suggest a dif-

ferent situation.
The Saudi-led coalition has been 

pounding Sana’a, and in particular 
its airport, since talks were sus-
pended. The attacks have closed 
Sana’a International Airport, the 
pro-Houthi Saba news agency said.

The coalition also targeted the 
Al-Dailami airbase and a military 
school close to the airport.

Chief of General Staff in the Yem-
eni Army Major-General Moham-
med al-Maqdishi said military op-
erations against the Iran-affiliated 
Houthi rebels would be expanded 
from Sana’a to include Al-Bayda, 
Dhamar and Saada, Al Jazeera re-
ported.

The escalation came after the 
Houthis and supporters of former 
president Ali Abdullah Saleh ap-
pointed a “supreme political coun-
cil” to run Yemen’s affairs and in-
tense shelling on the Saudi border 
that resulted in the killing of a Saudi 
civilian and wounding of seven oth-
ers, the Saudi Civil Defence in the 
Jizan region said.

Saudi General Ahmed Assiri, the 
coalition spokesman, said air strikes 
were justified after the failure of ne-
gotiations and rebel violations of a 
three-month truce.

Artillery fire or landmines in 
the kingdom’s borders have killed 
about 100 security forces personnel 
and civilians since the start of the 
conflict.

A source affiliated with Yem-
eni Prime Minister Ahmed Obeid 
bin Daghr confirmed to The Arab 
Weekly that the government called 
on international monetary institu-
tions and banks holding large Yem-
eni foreign reserves to no longer 
deal with the current central bank 
of Yemen, in effect calling an end 
to an economic truce brokered by 
the United Nations and the World 
Bank.

The source added that the deci-
sion came after the government of 

Yemeni President Abd Rabbo Man-
sour Hadi was told of attempts by 
the central bank under Houthi con-
trol of withdrawing reserves in for-
eign currencies deposited in US and 
European banks because they have 
depleted the reserves at the central 
bank in Sana’a and Hodeidah for 
the war effort.

The war in Yemen began after 
Shia Houthis and their allies over-
ran Sana’a in September 2014, 
eventually seizing most of the 
country and leading to Hadi fleeing 

to Saudi Arabia.
An Arab coalition, led by Saudi 

Arabia and supported by the Unit-
ed States and Britain, began an 
air campaign against the rebels in 
March 2015. Arab coalition ground 
troops later entered the fight. Ac-
cording to UN estimates, more than 
6,400 people have been killed since 
the start of the fighting, with 2.8 
million people displaced.

Saleh Baidhani is an Arab Weekly 
contributor based in Sana’a.
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German police officers secure an area after a bomb attack in Ansbach, Germany, last July.
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UN Special Envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed (R) and the Secretary-General of the 
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Iyad Ameen Madani, arrive at a news conference in Jeddah, 
on August 8th.
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