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US air strikes on ISIS to
back Libya government

Washington

I 

n response to a request from 
the Libyan Government of 
National Accord (GNA), US 
warplanes have launched air 
strikes against the Islamic 

State (ISIS) in Sirte, the home town 
of former Libyan leader Muammar 
Qaddafi which has been under ISIS 
control since June 2015.

The US strikes are intended to 
support GNA forces by hitting “pre-
cision targets”, said Pentagon press 
secretary Peter Cook in a statement 
released as the operation began. 
“We don’t have an end point at this 
particular moment in time… We 
certainly hope that this is some-
thing that does not require a lengthy 
amount of time,” he said.

US Navy Captain Jeff Davis told 
the Military Times that “the objec-
tive is to help the GNA to take Sirte, 

[and] the duration of this operation 
will be measured based upon the 
length of time it takes for them to do 
that objective”, which he said could 
take “weeks”

US President Barack Obama said 
he ordered the strikes “to assure 
that ISIS does not get a stronghold 
in Libya” and to allow the GNA “to 
finish the job”.

The US strikes, conducted by 
manned and unmanned aircraft 
from a US amphibious assault ship, 
destroyed two Russian-made tanks, 

rocket launchers and other equip-
ment.

US air strikes in Libya in Febru-
ary had targeted an ISIS training 
camp. The current operation is the 
first direct US military action in sup-
port of the GNA. Pentagon spokes-
man Cook described GNA forces as 
“capable and motivated” and said 
the US strikes would allow them 
to “make a decisive, strategic ad-
vance”.

A victory for the GNA in Sirte 
would be a major setback for ISIS in 
North Africa and provide a signifi-
cant boost to the fledgling GNA. The 
GNA’s authority in Libya remains 
tenuous, however, and the US at-
tacks could worsen Libya’s conflict 
if they cause resentment about 
Western intervention and fan rival-
ry among militias vying for power 
and territory.

The US operation does not indi-
cate a major expansion in US mili-
tary activity in the North African 
country. Pentagon spokesmen em-

phasised that Obama’s order was 
limited to the Sirte operation and 
does not involve the use of ground 
forces.

Italian Foreign Minister Paolo 
Gentiloni said his government 
would favourably consider any re-
quest by the United States to stage 
operations from a Sicilian airbase. 
Speaking on Italian television, Gen-
tiloni called the US strikes “a very 
positive fact” that will send a “very 
strong message not only against ter-
rorism, but also for the stabilisation 
of Libya”.

Italy is concerned about the vola-
tile situation in Libya as instabil-
ity there fuels the flow of refugees 
across the Mediterranean.

Mark Habeeb is East-West editor 
of The Arab Weekly and adjunct 
professor of Global Politics and 
Security at Georgetown University 
in Washington.

Mark Habeeb

US attacks could 
worsen Libya’s 
conflict if they 
cause resentment 
about Western 
intervention and 
fan rivalry among 
militias.

A fighter of Libyan forces allied with the UN-backed government carries a 122mm tank shell on top of a Soviet-made T-55 tank in Sirte, 
Libya, on August 2nd.
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Summer festivals bring much needed joy to Arab region

Beirut

I 

n many countries, summer is 
a season for holidays, outings 
and outdoor cultural events 
that bring in a refreshing 
break from the routine. It is 

no different in the Middle East and 
North Africa.

From Tunisia to Egypt, Lebanon, 
Jordan and the Gulf countries, dra-
ma, art, music and dance festivals 
are taking place, showcasing Arab 
and international artists and gen-
erating a festive mood in a region 
overshadowed by war and sectarian 
violence.

The line-up includes well-estab-
lished international events such as 
Lebanon’s Baalbek festival in the 
world-famous Roman metropolis 
and Beiteddine festival in a 19th-
century palace in the Chouf Moun-
tains. The events are two of the 
Levant’s most important annual 
cultural celebrations, hosting an ar-

ray of music and dance genres.
The Jerash Festival for Culture and 

Art in Jordan transforms the ancient 
city north of Amman into a bustling 
cultural hub, bringing together Jor-

danian, Arab and foreign artists and 
troupes. The festival’s agenda this 
year features 40 performances of 
folk dance troupes representing Cir-
cassian, Spanish and Chinese cul-

tures, according to a statement by 
organisers.

The festival’s president, Amman 
Mayor Aqel Biltaji, was quoted as 
saying the event enhances Jordan’s 
reputation as a stable and secure 
country in a turbulent region.

The Jeddah Ghair Festival is one 
of the biggest tourism events of the 
year in Saudi Arabia. It includes 
fireworks, gold and jewellery fairs, 
raffle drawings and concert per-
formances by Saudi singers, in ad-
dition to folk art, traditional food 
displays, exhibitions and literary 
and scientific evenings. Events are 
held in shopping malls, commu-
nity centres, beaches and parks to 
promote Jeddah as a city for inter-
national and domestic tourism in 
the Gulf region.

At the other end of the Arab 
world, Tunisia’s International Festi-
val of Carthage steals the show over 
several weeks in July and August, 
featuring many performance gen-
res, including classical music, folk 
dance, theatre, film and ballet.

The historic Tunisian town of El 

Jem and its iconic Roman amphi-
theatre of Thysdrus come to life for 
several days with the International 
Festival for Symphonic Music.

Egypt’s summer is no less vibrant. 
There, theatre is celebrated through 
the National Theatre Festival featur-
ing 40 shows, including Arabic ad-
aptations of international theatrical 
works staged in 15 venues around 
Cairo.

In addition to dispensing festive 
joy in the Arab region, summer fes-
tivals double as platforms for shar-
ing culture and arts.

Samar Kadi is The Arab Weekly’s 
Travel and Society sections editor.

Summer festivals 
double as 
showcases for 
culture and arts.

Jordanian dancers perform during the opening ceremony of Jerash 
Festival of Culture and Arts in the ancient city of Jerash, north of 
Amman, on July 21st.
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