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R
ecent reports show that global travel and tourism con-
tinue to grow.

According to the UN World Tourism Organisation 
(UNTWO), 348 million tourists travelled worldwide in the 
first four months of this year. For all of 2015, more than 1 
billion tourists travelled the world.

Those figures are expected to grow as populations across the globe 
enjoy more time and means for leisure activity while travel infrastruc-
ture becomes accessible to larger numbers of travellers and as new 
communication technologies spark interest in a wider spectrum of 
destinations.

Tourism is the source of livelihood for millions across the planet. 
With promising new markets, such as China, the economic dividends 
will become even more vital for many countries.

This includes the Middle East and Africa, where millions are 
employed in travel and tourism. There is more, however, than eco-
nomics.

“When tourism is well-managed, it has tremendous capacity to 
create decent jobs, provide opportunities for inclusion and education 
and contribute to preserving cultural heritage and the environment,” 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said.

In a recent report, the World Travel and Tourism Council highlighted 
the role of tourism as a driver for peace.

“The more sustainable a country’s tourism sector the lower the 
country’s level of violence and conflict is likely to be,” it said.

The Arab world has traditionally offered attractive destinations. The 
development of tourism magnets such as Marrakech and Dubai has 
demonstrated how adequate promotion and development efforts can 
pay off.

The current setbacks in traditional destinations, such as Egypt and 
Tunisia, can be overcome with patient and efficient promotion on a 
global scale and the implementation of appropriate measures at home, 
including a better security environment at travel facilities and tourism 
resorts. International travellers have the right to feel and be safe when 
they travel to the Arab world.

Many Arab countries and other nations of the Middle East and North 
Africa have suffered in recent months from the fallout of terrorism and 
war.

No region in the world, including MENA, is immune from terrorism. 
Jihadists have targeted hotels, airports and means of transportation as 
well as cultural sites frequently visited by tourists. The terrorists’ 
intent was not only to inflict economic damage but to create a wedge 
between the West and the Muslim world and destroy the traditional 
bridges of hospitality and welcome long offered by the Arab world.

Tourism still has a future in the Middle East and North Africa, first of 
all because tourism is resilient. As Taleb Rifai, secretary-general of the 
UNWTO, said: “Tourism and travel together have proven to be such a 
resilient industry that nothing is going to stop.”

According to a study from the World Travel and Tourism Council, the 
tourism sector takes about 13 months to bounce back after a terrorist 
attack. This is a faster recovery than after a natural disaster (24 
months) or a war (27 months).

Countries in the region should prepare for the recovery of the 
tourism sector not only by enhancing the security of hotels and 
airports but also by investing in the diversification of their tourism 
products and upgrading services and the infrastructure that their 
countries offer to foreign visitors.

Tourism is here to stay — as are its many benefits.

Tourism is resilient and 
Arab countries should 
prepare for its recovery
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Terrorism and 
France’s changing face

F
rance is facing a 
number of tests, not 
least the ceaseless 
and shifting threat of 
terrorism as epito-
mised by the Bastille 

Day attack in Nice.
The Islamic State (ISIS) 

claimed responsibility, perhaps 
as a response to defeats it has 
suffered in its self-proclaimed 
caliphate in Iraq and Syria. The 
latest in a series of ISIS-related 
attacks over the past 18 months, 
however, could change the face 
of France with presidential 
elections set for next year.

There is no easy strategy to 
deal with terrorism, whether it 
is preventing radicalisation or 
using intelligence to foil attacks 
before they happen or deploying 
security forces to quickly and 
competently deal with them 
after they have been launched. 
In the aftermath of the July 14th 
attack, senior French officials, 
including President François 
Hollande and Prime Minister 
Manuel Valls, acknowledged 
that the country is in a 
permanent state of war.

“The whole of France is under 
threat from an Islamic terrorist 
attack,” Hollande said in an 
address to the nation following 
the Nice attack. This was a rare 
admission from the French head 
of state, particularly after he 
had resolutely refused to link 
ISIS — or Daesh as French official 
statements call the group by its 
Arabic acronym — with Islam.

“This is a terrorist group and 
not a state. I do not recommend 
using the term ‘Islamic State’ 
because it blurs the lines 
between Islam, Muslims and 
Islamists,” former Foreign 
Affairs minister Laurent Fabius 
said in a statement in September 
2014. Since then, French officials 
sought to differentiate between 
ISIS as a terrorist group and 
Islam as a religion.

There has been a backlash 
in France against 
the government’s 
insistence on political 
correctness, with 
some politicians and 
journalists preferring 
to call a spade a spade. 
The war against 
terrorism is the war 
against ISIS, they 
insist, which, in turn, 

is the war against Islamic 
extremism.

Given the terrorist threat 
facing France, this is not the 
time for squeamishness in 

naming things, which can be 
seen in recent statements from 
politicians such as centre-
right former president Nicolas 
Sarkozy and far-right Marine Le 
Pen, both of whom are expected 
to be at the centre of next year’s 
presidential elections.

This, of course, only serves 
ISIS, which seeks to encourage 
estrangement and conflict 
between the Islamic world and 
the West, consecrating the 
idea of a clash of civilisations, 
since this narrative gains the 
group more followers. This 
clearly demonstrates the effect 
that terrorism is having on the 
political debate and the rise of 
the right wing in Europe and 
the normalisation of this kind of 
divisive discourse.

Whenever terrorist attacks 
take place, politicians are ready 
to play them to their advantage 
and get their name out in the 
media, whether we are talking 
about Donald Trump in the 
United States or right-wing 
figures such as Le Pen in France.

The Bastille Day attack in 
Nice was a particular blow 
for Hollande with many 
questioning whether he is 
capable of protecting France’s 
security.

Hollande has clearly failed 
to protect France from the 
threat of terrorism, inciting 
political tensions and public 
fears, which could change 
France’s secular and tolerant 
nature and result in the rise of 
the forces of extremism and 
nationalism. This could also 
result in change in France’s 
traditional geopolitical position 
as a country that has always 
been friendly and sympathetic 
towards Arab causes.

France is at a crossroads. 
Which road will it take?

Khattar Abu Diab is director of 
the Council on Geopolitics and 
Perspectives in Paris.

The Bastille Day attack 
in Nice was a 
particular blow for 
Hollande.
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