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orocco’s push to join 
the African Union 
(AU) 32 years after it 
left the organisation’s 
predecessor should 

help it gather support for its claim 
over the disputed territory of West-
ern Sahara and bolster its political, 
economic and security ties with 
other African countries, analysts 
said.

“For a long time our friends have 
been asking us to return so Mo-
rocco can take up its natural place 
within its institutional family. The 
moment has now come,” King Mo-
hammed VI said in a message to the 
recent AU summit in Kigali.

A total of 28 of the 54 AU mem-
bers filed a motion calling for the 
suspension of the Sahrawi Arab 
Democratic Republic (RASD) from 
the African bloc. The initiators of 
the move said it would “play a con-
structive role and contribute posi-
tively to UN efforts in the final out-
come of the regional dispute over 
the Sahara”.

Morocco was a founding mem-
ber of the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) but, when the organi-
sation recognised the RASD and Al-
geria backed RASD for a seat in the 
African Union, Morocco withdrew 
from the African bloc in 1984.

Morocco annexed Western Sa-
hara, a former Spanish territory, 
in 1975. Polisario Front guerrillas 

began a fight for an independent 
state, an armed conflict that lasted 
until the United Nations brokered a 
ceasefire in 1991.

Rabat has proposed a form of 
autonomy under Moroccan sover-
eignty for the vast territory, which 
has fewer than 1 million inhabit-
ants. The proposal was rejected by 
the Polisario Front, which insists 
on the right of the Sahrawi people 
to determine their own future in a 
UN-monitored vote.

Citing diplomatic sources, the 
Moroccan online news portal Me-
dias24 reported that 10-12 other AU 
members would support the mo-
tion, which would give the group 
the two-thirds majority needed to 
expel RASD from the African Un-
ion.

“It was about time Morocco re-
integrated the African Union. Mo-
rocco has a will to set up an African 
diplomacy on economic, security 
and political levels. This necessar-
ily requires an activism within the 
AU,” said Mountacir Zian, director-
general of the Rabat-based Medi-
terranean Company of Analysis 
and Strategic Intelligence.

The 28 signatories welcomed Mo-
rocco’s call to retake its AU seat. 
Egypt, Mauritania and Tunisia ab-
stained from signing the motion.

“I believe that Africa, particu-
larly the AU, must make a choice: 
either to rely on strong and credible 
partners which can bring an added 
value to the continent or persist in 
supporting an entity that poses a 
real security and political problem 
on the Maghreb level and to some 
extent Africa,” Zian said.

The motion is likely to be dis-
cussed at the 28th AU summit 

scheduled for January in Addis 
Ababa.

Morocco is a major investor in 
many African countries in con-
struction, banking and telecom-
munications.

“During the last few years, Mo-
rocco has been a key player in the 
development of the African conti-
nent through its political, econom-
ic, security and spiritual role. I be-
lieve that this should culminate in 
a reintegration of the kingdom into 
the AU,” said political analyst Salah 
Elouadie.

“The fact that Morocco chose to 
take its seat in the AU is proof that 
it seeks to consolidate its strategic 

role in Africa in the face of a chang-
ing political and security climate in 
MENA and Africa.”

Morocco is a key ally of the West 
in fighting terrorism. Countries tar-
geted by terrorism, such as France, 
Belgium, Spain and Côte d’Ivoire, 
have sought the help of Morocco’s 
intelligence services. It also has a 
2,300-person peacekeeping contin-
gent in Côte d’Ivoire, Congo and the 
Central African Republic.

Zian pointed out that the main 
threat to Africa is the rise of reli-
gious radicalism and terrorism.

“Morocco, with its experience in 
the fight against terrorism coupled 
with its religious influence, is a key 

player in the fight against these 
two scourges,” he said. “Strength-
ening relations with African coun-
tries further south is essential. It is 
therefore imperative to be proac-
tive and participate with African 
states in the fight against these 
phenomena.”

Morocco, at the Mohammed 
VI Institute in Rabat, is training 
imams from Mali, Guinea and Côte 
d’Ivoire to an Islam of peace and 
tolerance that rejects discord and 
manipulation.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.
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ibyans in the country’s big-
gest city of Benghazi were 
called to celebrate military 
advances against Islam-
ist militias while people 

in western Libya protested against 
France for embedding special forces 
with rival forces.

Meanwhile, leaders of the UN-
brokered government led by Fayez 
al-Sarraj had three days of talks in 
Tunisia to narrow divisions among 
rival political forces.

Some of the leaders deplored 
that, almost four months after Sar-
raj’s government arrived in Tripoli 
to unify the country, it is still not 
able to have meetings in Libya be-
cause of insecurity.

“Sarraj complained during the 
meeting he received no support 
from those Libyans who then 
voiced backing,” said one of the 
participants who did not want to be 
named because of the sensitivity of 
the matter.

The three-day talks ended July 
19th without a communiqué be-
cause participants were divided 
about support for rival militias.

“One of the main hurdles be-
fore the government is the military 
moves taking place outside the state 
legitimacy,” said Fathi al-Majbiri, 
one of the leaders attending the 
talks.

Libya’s divisions are being ampli-
fied by what analysts called “strate-
gic incoherence” of major powers 
who give rhetorical support to Sar-
raj’s government while embedding 
special forces with rival militias.

“Yes, foreigners are in Benghazi 
and they are military experts, not 
soldiers taking part in the battle. 
There are 15 French ones, ten Brit-
ish, seven or eight Americans,” said 
Saqir al-Juroshi, head of the air 
force of Libya’s rump national army 
commanded by Khalifa Haftar.

Haftar and his allies in the in-
ternationally recognised House of 
Representatives have rejected Sar-
raj’s government as an umbrella of 
Islamist militias they brand as ter-
rorists.

“Foreign actors need to be aware 
of the capacity they have to influ-
ence processes of conflict and con-
flict resolution and of the neces-
sity of assessing and managing this 
influence with care,” said Virginie 
Collombier, a Libyan analyst.

“The support and recognition 
they give to local actors — either di-
rectly or indirectly — when it takes 
place in a context of conflict, will 
often trigger competition at the lo-
cal level, affect the balance of forces 
and, eventually, risk resulting in in-
creased fragmentation.”

Western powers appeared to have 
delegated policy to help Sarraj’s 
government to the United Nations 
and its representative Martin Kob-
ler with little progress. However, 
Kobler’s limited effectiveness was 

shown by his comments that he 
tried to contact Haftar three times 
but was ignored.

That came after French President 
François Hollande deplored the 
death of three French soldiers from 
a military intelligence unit in what 
he called an accidental helicopter 
crash.

The French have been working 
with forces loyal to Haftar who have 
been battling Islamist militants, in-
cluding Benghazi Defence Brigades 
(BDB), which claimed it had shot 
down the helicopter.

That embarrassed Sarraj’s gov-

ernment as it further revealed its 
weakness and exacerbated Libya’s 
divisions. Benghazi’s municipal-
ity, which supports Haftar, called 
on Libyans to take to the streets to 
celebrate advances against Islamist 
militias.

Omar al-Hassi, an Islamist fig-
ure who was prime minister of the 
government backed by Islamist mi-
litias, said: “France siding with Haf-
tar strengthens the counter-revolu-
tionary front led by Haftar.”

“Libyan revolutionaries will 
never forgive Hollande for saying 
France targeted terrorists,” Hassi 
added, using the term “revolution-
aries”, which means, in the Libyan 
context, radical Islamists who seek 
to turn Libya into an Islamic funda-
mentalist state.

The advance of Misrata militias 
aligned with Sarraj’s government 
failed to rekindle hopes among 
Libyans about the country’s future 

as shown by the falling Libyan cur-
rency. One US dollar was exchanged 
for 2.2 Libyan dinars a year ago; it 
now brings more than 5 dinars.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon said Islamic State (ISIS) fight-
ers in Libya are facing the “distinct 
possibility” of defeat in their last 
stronghold in Sirte and are likely to 
scatter elsewhere in the North Afri-
can country and the region.

Ban said in a report to the UN Se-
curity Council the estimated num-
ber of ISIS fighters in Libya is be-
tween 2,000 and 7,000.

He said that after the recent offen-
sive against ISIS by forces aligned 
with Sarraj’s government, “the 
current number of those in Sirte is 
now likely well less than 1,000. It is 
thought that large numbers of ISIS 
fighters fled the city, likely regroup-
ing “in smaller and geographically 
dispersed cells throughout Libya 
and in neighbouring countries”.
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Morocco’s King Mohammed VI (R), meets with Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame at the royal palace in 
Casablanca, Morocco, on June 20th.
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