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Euro 2016 overshadowed by fan violence and terrorism fears
Mahmud el-Shafey

London

A 

s the Euro 2016 football 
tournament in France 
entered the final match-
es, security forces re-
mained on high alert 

due to fears of terrorist attacks but 
it was violent clashes between rival 
fans, not terrorism, that dominated 
the headlines.

At least 90,000 security officers 

were placed on duty across France 
for the tournament, which lasts un-
til July 10th. A total of 42,000 po-
lice officers and 30,000 gendarmes 
have been deployed, while 10,000 
soldiers engaged in counter-ter-
rorism duties in France were given 
additional responsibilities. Euro 
2016 organisers also added 13,000 
private security agents to work on 
match days.

“We are doing everything to avoid 
a terrorist attack and we’re prepar-
ing to react to one,” French Interior 
Minister Bernard Cazeneuve said 

ahead of the tournament. “Such 
a unique event in exceptional cir-
cumstances requires extra security 
measures.”

However, the biggest challenge 
that security forces have faced has 
been rowdy fans intent on causing 
trouble, with a number of games 
marred by violence.

UEFA officials issued Russia a 
suspended disqualification for fan 
violence following a contentious 
game against England. French au-
thorities arrested and sent home 
dozens of Russian fans believed 
to be behind the fighting. As the 
tournament progressed, and teams 
were eliminated, the prospect of 
fan violence has decreased.

Stadium security has come in for 
criticism with fans setting off flares 
and fireworks during a number of 
matches. Questions were raised as 
to how fans were able to smuggle 
flares and fireworks into stadiums 
amid the heightened security.

“We were surprised by how slack 
the searches were going into the 
ground because they were almost 
non-existent. It was just a quick 
pat down and then they let you 
through. If they were doing them 
properly, how would the Russian 
fans have got the fireworks and 
flares in?” England fan Sam Black-
well asked the BBC.

“I would say it was very poor se-
curity given all I have been reading 
in the press about how it was going 
to be at its highest because of the 
risks that there were from other 
threats. I thought it was very poor,” 
he said.

Both England and Russia were 
knocked out of the tournament, 
with dejected fans returning home.

There also have been terrorist 
threats. French police command-
er Jean-Baptiste Salvaing and his 
partner were killed at their home 
outside of Paris by Larossi Abballa, 
a French national with previous 
convictions for terrorism. In a vid-
eo posted on social media after the 
killings, Abballa swore allegiance to 
the Islamic State (ISIS) and warned: 
“We have other surprises for you 
[at] the Euros. The Euros will be a 
cemetery.”

French President François Hol-
lande described the attack as “in-
contestably a terrorist act” and 

stressed that security agencies were 
doing everything in their power to 
ensure a safe environment for foot-
ball fans.

The Paris attack came just days 
before Belgian police announced 
they foiled a plot designed to at-
tack people in Brussels watching 
the Belgium-Ireland match at pub-
lic fan zones, spaces with huge 
screens to allow the games to be 
viewed live. They have been a ma-
jor security concern with experts 
warning that these could be prime 
terrorist targets.

Belgian authorities announced 
they had charged three men with 
attempting to commit a terrorist 
attack and belonging to a terrorist 
group. Police subsequently car-
ried out additional raids across the 
country searching for arms and ex-
plosives that were to be used in the 
attack. Security sources warned the 
cell had ties to the terrorists who 
carried earlier Paris and Brussels 
attacks that killed more than 160 
people.

The terror-alert level in Belgium 
is at its second highest, with the 
threat of an attack judged as be-
ing “possible and likely”. Belgian 
Prime Minister Charles Michel, 
however, said fan zones in Brussels 
would continue to operate.

“We want to continue living nor-
mally,” he said. “The situation is 
under control. We are extremely 
vigilant. We are monitoring the 
situation hour-by-hour and we will 
continue with determination the 
fight against extremism, radicalisa-
tion and terrorism.”A Russian fan passes police in Toulouse ahead of a football match.
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Michelle Obama 
visits Morocco 
to promote girls’ 
education

Casablanca

U 

S first lady Michelle 
Obama announced a 
$100 million aid pack-
age for Morocco to 
establish a secondary 

education system that is expected 
to benefit some 100,000 Moroccan 
students, including 50,000 girls.

Accompanied by her daughters 
Sasha and Malia, Obama, during a 
visit to Marrakech, pledged to tack-
le exclusion of girls from schools 
worldwide.

“We will emerge together as a 
group of women to tackle this ex-
clusion,” which affects some 62 
million girls around the world, 
Obama said during an exchange 
with Moroccan teenage girls as 
part of the US initiative launched 
in 2015.

“I am sitting here now as the US 
first lady, talking to you, because of 
my education,” she said.

Some girls told of obstacles, in-
cluding lack of financial resources 

and the remoteness of schools 
from their homes, faced by teenage 
girls to access education.

The meeting, moderated by CNN 
journalist Isha Sesay, was attended 
by US actress Meryl Streep and In-
dian actress Freida Pinto who are 
both active in promoting female 
access to education.

Obama’s visit to Morocco is part 
of a six-day tour to promote the US 
Let Girls Learn initiative. The trip 
included stops in Liberia and Cape 
Verde.

The aid package is part of $450 
million fund developed by the Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation, a 
US government foreign aid agency, 
to help Morocco boost education 
and employability.

Some $46 million of the money 
will be dedicated to the Educa-
tion for Employability Partnership 
Fund, which funds programmes 
with non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) and private compa-
nies for girls and to reduce gender 
inequality.

Another $400 000 was given to 
Morocco by the US Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) 
to be used for girls’ education in 
rural areas. It will help build five 
Dar Taliba (houses for schoolgirls), 
which are to open in September 
to encourage girls to go to school 
safely.

More than one-third of the Mo-
roccan population is illiterate — 
one of the highest rates in North 
Africa. The rate — 41% — is higher 
for women, according to official 

data.
The school parity index is espe-

cially low in rural areas and among 
the poor, the Human Rights Na-
tional Council said in a 2015 report, 
based on figures from Morocco’s 
Ministry of Education. Only 25% 
of girls aged 4 to 5 attended pre-
school, compared to 45% of boys in 
the same age group in rural areas.

In 2015, literacy among females 

aged 15 and older in Morocco was 
58.8% compared to 78.6% among 
males last year, according to the 
CIA World Factbook.

Launched in March 2015 by US 
President Barack Obama and the 
first lady, the Let Girls Learn initia-
tive seeks to help the more than 62 
million girls around the world ob-
tain an education by overcoming 
obstacles and challenges impeding 

their schooling.
Morocco is the 36th country to 

host the initiative. The North Afri-
can kingdom will be responsible for 
training volunteers and commu-
nity leaders to advance education 
and empower girls. The US Peace 
Corps will work with local offi-
cials to focus on the development 
of girls through building skills for 
leadership and employment.

Saad Guerraoui

Obama’s visit to 
Morocco was part of a 
six-day tour to 
promote the US Let 
Girls Learn initiative. 
The trip included 
stops in Liberia and 
Cape Verde. Actress Meryl Streep (R) and US first lady Michelle Obama talk with teenage girls in Marrakech, 

Morocco, on June 28th.


