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A 

UN report claiming 
that Islamic State (ISIS) 
militants committed 
genocide against Yazidi 
communities in Syria 

and Iraq unleashed dozens of re-
quests to sue the jihadists.

Yazda, the global Yazidi organi-
sation, is leading the campaign to 
bring ISIS to trial before the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) in 
The Hague.

The information by Princess 
Uruba Bayzid Ismael, one of a 
few remaining Yazidi royal family 
members, came days after UN in-
vestigators presented a report on 
their findings on the Yazidis.

Ismael said ICC judges have 
heard cases of Yazidi women who 
said they had been used by ISIS as 
sex slaves. Asked if she expected 
the cases, if eventually turned into 
lawsuits, may bring an internation-
al recognition that ISIS committed 
genocide against Yazidis, the prin-
cess suggested that what really 
mattered was to have history re-
cord the genocide against Yazidis.

“After 100 years of the genocide 
in Armenia, only Germany recog-
nised it,” she said. “In our case, 
we may not get that far but it is 
certainly worthwhile to make the 
effort and to remind the world and 
future generations of the atroci-

ties committed by this terror group 
against our people.”

UN investigators said ISIS com-
mitted genocide against Yazidis in 
Syria and Iraq, seeking to destroy 
the ethno-religious group through 
killings, sexual slavery and other 
crimes.

“The genocide of the Yazidis is 
ongoing,” the investigators said, 
urging major powers to rescue 
the approximately 3,200 Kurdish 
Yazidi women and children held by 
ISIS and refer the case to the ICC.

The UN General Assembly re-
gards genocide as a crime pros-
ecuted under international law for 
whatever context or reason, be it 
religious, racial, ethnic or politi-
cal. Masroor Aswad Mohialdeen, 
a member of the Iraqi High Com-
mission for Human Rights, said 
ISIS “denied the Yazidis their right 
of existence because of their reli-
gion”.

“Iraq’s parliament and govern-
ment have confirmed the geno-
cide that ISIS committed against 
the Yazidis and the other ethno-
religious groups that were living in 
the areas controlled by ISIS,” Mohi-
aldeen said.

“There’s an international will to 
have the war crimes against the 
Yazidis brought to the world’s tri-
bunal,” he said, pointing out that 
there were allegations of atroci-
ties committed against Turkmen, 
Christians, Shias and even Sunnis 

in areas ruled by ISIS. He insisted 
that the worst crimes were com-
mitted against Yazidis.

International attention will 
“give the Iraqi government 
the support needed to sue 
ISIS agents and to cut 
their financial resourc-
es”, Mohialdeen said.

“There is an interna-
tional project to protect 
the ethno-religion minori-
ties through establish-
ing a region for them 
in the Mosul plain, 
north of Iraq,” he 
said.

According to the 
Directorate for the 
Yazidi Affairs in the 
regional govern-
ment of Iraqi Kurd-
istan there were 
550,000 Yazidis 
in northern Iraq 
prior to ISIS tak-
ing control of the 
area.

Now, there are 
400,000 displaced 
Yazidis, 65,000 immigrants, 5,838 
kidnapped, 841 missing, 1,280 
killed, 280 dead and 890 wound-
ed, according to the statistics. It 
said 18 Yazidi shrines were de-
stroyed and 12 mass graves with 
hundreds of skeletons were dis-
covered in Sinjar.

Ismael said she hoped world 
governments and international 
organisations would help free the 
kidnapped Yazidis, who are most-
ly women and children.

“It is also necessary to bring to 
trial the criminals who helped the 
militants enter the Yazidi towns 
to commit their atrocities”, she 
said, pointing to ISIS help coming 

from unnamed Iraqi “extremist 
Muslims” and Kurdish peshmerga 
forces in Sinjar.

The town of Sinjar has come to 
define the war for northern Iraq 
since ISIS seized it in August 2014 
and ruled it for 15 months. The 
militants killed, enslaved or kid-
napped thousands of Yazidis, in-
cluding women and children.

About 50,000 others fled but 
were trapped on Mount Sinjar 

above the city without food or wa-
ter for days until they were rescued 
by Syrian Kurdish forces.

ISIS con siders Yazidis, who have 
their own beliefs, customs and tra-
ditions, infidels who should con-
vert to Islam or be killed.

Sameer Yousif, a pseudonym used 
for safety reasons, is a contributor 
for The Arab Weekly from 
northern Iraq.

Yazidis to take ISIS to international 
court for genocide
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A 2014 file picture shows displaced people from the minority 
Yazidi sect, f leeing violence from forces loyal to ISIS in Sinjar 
town, walk towards the Syrian border on the outskirts of Sinjar 
mountain near the Syrian border town of Elierbeh of Hasakah 
governorate.

UN investigators said 
ISIS committed 
genocide against 
Yazidis in Syria and 
Iraq.

There are 400,000 
displaced Yazidis, 
65,000 immigrants, 
5,838 kidnapped, 841 
missing, 1,280 killed, 
280 dead and 890 
wounded.
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Iraq’s Sunnis: Paying a heavy toll
Utica, Michigan

A 

lmost since the toppling 
of the Sunni regime of 
Iraqi despot Saddam 
Hussein, many Sunnis 
have been engaged in a 

bloody insurgency against Baghdad 
governments led by members of 
the majority Shia sect.

Sunni areas have sustained the 
heaviest damage since the 2003 US-
led invasion. The community itself 
was the biggest loser in every en-
deavour it undertook to restore the 
dominance it lost 13 years ago.

Perhaps its worst loss is in Fallu-
ja, which the Shia-dominated Iraqi 
Army recently recaptured from the 
militant Sunni Islamic State (ISIS).

“Falluja is totally destroyed. Its 
people are poor and desperate. The 
city suffered under ISIS rule from 
January 2014, the longest in Iraq, 
and also an army siege for several 
months this year,” said Ziad al-
Duleimi, a Sunni tribesman from 
neighbouring Ramadi.

“There’s a humanitarian catas-
trophe awaiting us in Falluja. It will 
be visible to everyone when the 
army pulls out of the city.”

Duleimi said Falluja “will pay a 
heavy price for years to come for 
having been one of the most tena-
cious ISIS strongholds in Iraq”.

“Neither the Iraqi army, govern-
ment and people, nor the pro-Ira-
nian Shia militias will forgive and 

forget Falluja any time soon,” he 
added.

He warned that settling scores 
began as residents fled Falluja 
and the army worked its way into 
the city. Militias reportedly killed 
scores of people suspected to have 
links to ISIS.

Although Iraq’s Shias are a 
majority, Sunnis dominated the 
country for decades, backed by 
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf Arab 
countries concerned that a change 
would allow Iran, the Middle East’s 
largest Shia country, more sway in 
the region.

Top army commanders and sen-
ior government officials were tra-
ditionally Sunni and kept the Shias 
in check. That came to a sudden 
change with the invasion in 2003. 
Washington, angered by the vio-
lent and autocratic rule of Saddam, 
kept the community at arm’s 
length. This allowed anti-Saddam 
Shia clerics and political parties to 
take power.

Iraq’s new rulers immediately 
dismantled the army and the Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party, two pillars 
of Sunni power. Ostracised Sunnis 
launched a bloody insurgency.

Lacking religious and political 
leadership, the Sunnis made a grave 
mistake by largely boycotting Janu-
ary 2005 parliamentary elections 
that created the National Assembly 
that was given the mandate to write 
the new constitution. The Shias’ 
political alliance and a coalition of 
Kurdish parties won the majority 
of seats in the National Assembly, 
leaving the Sunnis with almost no 
say in politics.

The most painful chapter for 
Sunnis was violence waged by in-
surgents and jihadists against the 
Americans and the Iraqi security 
forces, including the battles for Fal-
luja beginning in 2004.

The city suffered extensive dam-
age to houses, mosques, city servic-

es and businesses. Residents were 
only allowed to return after under-
going biometric identification, pro-
vided they carried identification 
cards at all times. Falluja residents 
had to wait at security checkpoints 
for hours before they could enter 
the city, which remained mostly off-
limits to other Iraqis

In February 2006, gunmen be-
lieved to be with al-Qaida, which 
was responsible for many attacks on 
Shia population, bombed al-Askri 
shrine, one of Iraq’s most revered 
Shia places. The incident ignited re-
venge attacks against Sunnis.

Shia death squads were unleashed 
and Sunni men would vanish at se-
curity checkpoints manned by po-
lice and soldiers loyal to Shia mili-
tias. This prompted a Sunni exodus 
from Baghdad to Sunni provinces in 

the Iraqi north and west. The new 
reality enhanced Shia dominance in 
Baghdad as more Shias moved into 
the capital.

Baghdad analyst Saif al-Izzawi 
said the Sunni rebellion against the 
central government since 2003 has 
led to mistrust of the Sunni minor-
ity by many Iraqis.

“Arab Sunnis have been the main 
losers through the destructive 
struggles hitting Iraq. It seems that 
all are in agreement to usurp their 
land and rights,” Izzawi said.

Sunni lawmaker Hamid al-Mutlaq 
said Sunnis have paid “a 

high price” because 
they rejected the 

US occupa-
tion and 

sought to maintain Iraq as a united 
Arab country.

“For these reasons, many people, 
inside and outside Iraq, wanted and 
worked hard to destroy the Sunni 
community in Iraq,” Mutlaq said.

Mutlaq emphasised that, in con-
trast to the Kurds and Shias, Sunnis 
lack a religious or political leader-
ship that has a clear vision on what 
should be done to preserve the 
rights of Sunnis in Iraq.

“I see no bright future for Sun-
nis in Iraq,” he said. “Our cities are 
being destroyed. Our men are be-
ing killed. Our lands are taken. For 
many of us, an autonomous Sunni 
region could be the only way to sur-
vive this genocide”.

Sameer Nouri Yacoub is an Iraqi 
journalist in Michigan.
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A newly opened camp in Amriyat al-Falluja shelters Iraqis displaced from Falluja.

Perhaps the worst loss 
was in Falluja, which 
the Shia-dominated 
Iraqi Army recently 
recaptured from the 
militant Sunni Islamic 
State (ISIS).


