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T 

he troubled talks 
intended to end the 
15-month-old war in 
Yemen, adjourned 
for two weeks for 

Eid el-Fitr with the United 
Nations expressing hope 
that the break will usher in 
a new phase in the negotia-

tions, which have yet to yield 
significant results.

Statements by UN Spe-
cial Envoy on Yemen Ismail Ould 
Cheikh Ahmed still carried an op-
timistic tone regarding the new 
phase in the talks despite the dete-
riorating situation in Yemen.

“After extensive discussions 
with the participants, the main 
principles that will guide the next 
phase of Yemeni talks had been 
established,” said UN Deputy 
Spokesman Farhan Haq.

“The two delegations will use 
the coming two weeks to meet 
their respective leaderships and 
will then return to Kuwait on July 
15th with practical recommenda-
tions on how to implement the 
necessary mechanisms that will 
enable them to sign a peace accord 
and end the conflict in Yemen.”

“Delegations must return with 
practical steps based on the rec-

ommendations of the previous dis-
cussions they had in Kuwait,” Ould 
Cheikh Ahmed wrote on his official 
Twitter account. However, the is-
sues plaguing the negotiations and 
war go beyond that.

A major issue of contention has 
been the fate of former president 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. In a speech 
June 25th, Saleh warned against 
any settlement that did not include 
him. He called the talks in Kuwait a 
“waste of time”.

Riyadh has managed to margin-
alise the former Yemeni leader, 
who is viewed by the coalition 
fighting the Houthis as a chief 
cause of the issues afflicting the 
war in Yemen and the UN-spon-
sored talks.

Furthermore, the demand by the 
Houthi rebels to be a part of a tran-
sitional coalition government con-
tinues to be a non-starter for Yem-
eni President Abd Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi and his supporters.

Abdullah al-Alaimi, a member of 
the Yemeni government delegation 
in Kuwait, rejected “rewarding” 
the Houthis for trying to take over 
the country through illegitimate 
means. In an interview with Arabic 
news channel, Al Arabiya, Alaimi 
said that forming a unity govern-
ment did not fall under agreed-to 
negotiation guidelines. He said the 
Yemeni government could not of-
fer further concessions.

As the Kuwait talks prepared for 
a pause, the situation in Yemen de-
teriorated, with both sides mostly 
ignoring the ceasefire.

Yemeni government sources told 
The Arab Weekly that the fight-
ing escalation is due to the failure 
of reaching a political settlement 
in Kuwait because of the rebels’ 

refusal to make concessions. The 
source emphasised that cease-
fire violations were intended to 
strengthen the rebels’ hands dur-
ing negotiations but that has had 
opposite effect on proceedings.

According to the pan-Arab daily 
Asharq Al-Awsat, forces loyal to 
the internationally recognised 
government have made advances 
towards Sana’a and have the main 
airport in their sights.

“Pro-legitimacy forces made a 
relative progress in the areas of 
Fardat Naham and Al-Jouf and are 
now at the outskirts of Sana’a air-
port,” said Major-General Naser al-
Tahri, who added that troops were 
waiting for orders to proceed.

According to Tahri, around 30 
high-ranking military officials af-
filiated with Saleh have clandes-
tinely fled after government forces 
closed in on the capital.

The war in Yemen began after 
the Shia Houthis and their allies 
overran Sana’a in September 2014 
and seized most of the country. 
Hadi fled to Saudi Arabia.

An Arab coalition, led by Saudi 
Arabia and supported by the Unit-
ed States and Britain, began an 
air campaign against the rebels in 
March 2015. Arab coalition ground 
troops later entered the fight.
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A boy releases a dove in Sana’a as part of a campaign to push 
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Paris

S 

olidifying his position on 
the international political 
stage, Saudi Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz com-

pleted a trip to France meant to 
reinforce traditional ties and pro-
mote his ambitious reform plan to 
restructure the kingdom’s economy 
and wean it off its dependency on 
the energy sector.

A French official described Mo-
hammed’s visit as “of great impor-
tance due to the diplomatic, mili-
tary, counterterrorism, economic 
and cultural issues that were dis-
cussed between the two sides on 
the highest level”.

Mohammed, who recently con-
cluded a high-profile visit to the 
United States, met with French 
President François Hollande, who 
last year became the first foreign 
head of state to attend a Gulf Coop-
eration Council summit in Riyadh, 
as well as top officials and promi-
nent businessmen.

“The visit constituted an oppor-
tunity to listen to Prince Moham-
med bin Salman’s plan and vision,” 
said French Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia Bertrand Besancenot.

Besancenot explained that min-
isters who accompanied the prince 
met with their French counterparts 
to review possible projects and 
“study agreements and contracts 
that take into consideration Vision 
2030 and the Saudi reforms”.

Though no agreements were 
signed, new perspectives of coop-
eration were discussed and studied 
in the framework of the Saudi Na-

tional Transformation Programme.
Mohammed bin Salman, chair-

man of the kingdom’s Council of 
Economic Affairs and Develop-
ment, met with French business-
men and heads of companies at the 
French employers’ federation ME-
DEF to discuss the reform plan.

“Vision 2030 would create big in-
vestment opportunities for France 
and its companies,” said a French 
businessman who was present at 
the meeting. There are more than 
80 French companies operating in 
Saudi Arabia, with an estimated 
27,000 French nationals based 
there.

Saudi Arabia and France are to 
have consultations this fall regard-
ing contract projects that will be 
adapted to Vision 2030.

“Vision 2030 will transform our 
country,” Saudi Foreign Minister 
Adel al-Jubeir said addressing a 
conference at the Académie Diplo-
matique think-tank. “It will un-
leash the potential of youth, create 
alternative sources of income, at-
tract foreign investment and diver-
sify our income.”

He said France “had reaffirmed 
its support for Saudi Arabia’s Vision 
2030 and that the impact of this 
would be evident”.

Saudi Arabia and France have 
long enjoyed strategic and econom-
ic ties and share similar views on a 
number of international issues, 
particularly with regards to the war 
on terror and the conflict in Syria.

“Our points of view on several 
foreign policy issues in the region 
are very close,” Besancenot said.

French and Saudi ministers rec-
ognise that the prospects of a so-
lution in Syria are far off. Jubeir 
again argued that Syrian President 
Bashar Assad should leave for he 
“is responsible for what is happen-
ing in Syria”.

Lebanon was discussed at length 
and, when the French brought 
up the subject, the Saudi side ex-
plained that the kingdom “did not 
abandon Lebanon”. On the contra-
ry, Saudi officials insisted, Riyadh 
maintains its support of Lebanon 
and “is in favour of filling the presi-
dential vacuum. A president should 
be elected but Hezbollah and Iran 
are blocking the election.”

Jubeir repeated the Saudi posi-

tion towards Iran’s policies, con-
demning its acts in the region.

The war in Yemen was “not a war 
that we wanted”, Jubeir said. “We 
had to defend the government and 
open the door for a political pro-
cess… We hope that the negotiating 
process will lead to an agreement.”

Improving communications was 
also something Saudi officials em-
phasised.

“We know that there are falsi-

fied ideas and misperceptions in 
the press and in public opinion 
in France as to the image of Saudi 
Arabia and this is not the fault of 
the French government. Maybe, we 
should be more open and should 
convey more messages and be more 
communicative,” Jubeir acknowl-
edged.
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French President François Hollande (L) welcomes Saudi Defence Minister and Deputy Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz upon the prince’s arrival at the Élysée Presidential Palace in 
Paris, on June 27th.
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