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Wave of suicide blasts 
rocks Middle East

Arab world looks forward to Eid as Ramadan nears end

Beirut

T 

he Middle East has been 
battered by a wave of 
suicide bombings, all 
of them claimed by the 
Islamic State (ISIS) or 

blamed on the jihadist group as it 
reels from major offensives against 
its self-proclaimed caliphate that 
spans parts of Syria and Iraq.

It was not clear if these operations 
were coordinated but they could 
mark the start of a wide-ranging re-
taliation by ISIS for its reverses.

The bombings took place during 
Ramadan, the Muslim holy month 
during which ISIS spokesman Abu 
Mohammad al-Adnani had called 
on the group’s adherents to launch 
attacks around the world.

No group has claimed responsi-
bility for the deadliest attack, the 
June 28th triple bombing that killed 
more than 40 people and wounded 
140 at Istanbul’s Ataturk interna-
tional airport, one of the busiest in 
the world.

No claim was made either for an 
unusual series of suicide bomb-
ings — eight in a single day — in the 
mainly Christian Lebanese town of 
Qaa near the Syrian border on June 
27th.

That assault is puzzling because 
the town had no military signifi-
cance and the bombers, who struck 
in two waves 18 hours apart, ap-
peared to have little discipline. Sev-
eral set off their devices — killing 
themselves — without causing any 
casualties.

The Qaa attacks killed five peo-
ple and wounded 30 but, given the 
scale of the attack, the death toll 
should have been much higher.

Lebanese authorities blamed 
ISIS, which for four years has been 
waging a war along the country’s 
north-eastern border with Syria, 
where Hezbollah is aiding the Da-

mascus regime.
The apparent ease with which 

the attackers were able to penetrate 
elaborate Lebanese defensive lines 
along the mountainous border 
triggered fears of a new jihadist of-
fensive aimed at igniting sectarian 
rivalries in Lebanon.

Pro-Western Jordan is highly 

vulnerable, too. It was hit on June 
21st by a lone bomber who struck a 
border post, killing six troopers and 
wounding 14. It was the only one of 
the recent bombings for which ISIS 
claimed responsibility.

The group has remained con-
spicuously silent about the Istanbul 
carnage. Turkish authorities insist 
ISIS was behind the coordinated 
attack, which bore gruesome simi-
larities to recent attacks in Paris and 
Brussels.

“If ISIS is indeed behind the at-
tack… this would be a declaration 
of war,” observed Turkish analyst 
Soner Cagaptay of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy. “Tur-
key’s vengeance will come down 

like rain from hell.”
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan had long turned a blind 
eye to jihadist infiltration of Syria 
through Turkey but in recent weeks 
has been cracking down on ISIS.

In Yemen, an ISIS affiliate claimed 
a wave of attacks in the southern 
port of Mukalla on June 27th that 
killed 43 people. Security officials 
said two suicide bombers and other 
militants carried out at least seven 
simultaneous attacks, an ISIS sig-
nature.

Ed Blanche is Analysis editor of 
The Arab Weekly.

Beirut

D 

espite the ills of war, 
terrorism and sagging 
economies, Muslims 
prepared to celebrate Eid 
el-Fitr, which ends the 

daily sunrise-to-sundown fast that 
marks the holy month of Ramadan.

The Eid festivities, which last 
several days, begin with the sight-
ing of the new moon of the lunar 
month of Shawwal but prepara-
tions start days ahead.

In Lebanon, sales and travel 
packages are promoted on radio 
and television and giant billboards. 
“Many families have made reser-
vations to spend the Eid holidays 
abroad,” said a representative of 
Kurban Travel, one of Lebanon’s 
leading travel agencies.

Egypt’s mood is upbeat this Eid 
due to optimism that a period of 
unrest and terrorist attacks has 
come to an end. “This is all thanks 

to the hard work done by security 
agencies over the past few years,” 
said security expert Khaled Okasha.

Across the region, shops were 
packed with families continuing 
the Eid tradition of new clothes for 
children but many stated concern 

about prices.
Sami Hussein, a father of three 

who works with Egypt’s Health 
Ministry said it cost almost one-
and-a-half times his monthly salary 
to outfit his children. “I had to buy 
on credit,” he said.

Short-stay apartments and hotels 
in Jeddah were almost fully booked 
ahead of an expected tourist influx.

Riyadh prepared for Eid with a 
festival in Qasr Al-Hokm, a public 
park in “Old Riyadh”. Poetry read-
ings, traditional art and a visual 
presentation Memories of Riyadh 
were planned. Five-star hotels ad-
vertised traditional Eid meals for 
families.

The mood was darker for millions 
of people affected by the Syrian war 
and the fight against Islamist mili-
tants in Iraq. War-weary Syrians 
look to Eid to bring a lull in the fight-
ing but economic issues — led by a 
rise in fuel prices and the knock-on 
effect on other goods — will keep 
celebrations relatively muted.

“Inflation has eaten up all our 
savings. My four children were 
looking forward to receiving new 
clothes,” said Allam Mohamad, a 
government employee.

Baghdad is trying to show a fes-
tive mood despite fighting against 
the Islamic State north of Baghdad.

“No feast without new clothes 

and kelaj sweets,” said Baher Ka-
zem, a shopkeeper in central Bagh-
dad. “This year, the mood is dif-
ferent. It is more joyful despite 
everything, at least in Baghdad.”

The Baghdad municipality de-
clared entry to the city’s main 
amusement park will be free dur-
ing the holidays and all rides half-
price.

Samar Kadi is The Arab Weekly's 
Travel and Society sections editor. 
Contributors for The Arab Weekly 
in Cairo, Damascus, Baghdad 
and Jeddah contributed to this 
report.

Ed Blanche

Samar Kadi

Lebanese women hold weapons in the predominantly Christian village of Qaa, near Lebanon’s border 
with Syria, on June 28th, after two waves of suicide bombings struck the village.

Operations could 
mark the start of 
a wide-ranging 
retaliation by ISIS 
for its reverses.

Shops are packed 
with families buying 
clothes for their 
children but many 
are concerned about 
prices.

Children pick up toys at the Charity Clothing Bank, ahead of Eid 
el-Fitr, in Amman, Jordan, on June 29th.
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