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Jordan’s Islamists to compete in September polls
Ahmad Khatib

Amman

J

ordan’s beleaguered opposition Islamists are trying to
resurrect their political vigour and call a truce with the
state by announcing plans to
contest parliamentary elections in
September.
Traditionally loyal to Jordan’s
ruling Hashemite dynasty and tolerated in the country for decades,
the Muslim Brotherhood (MB) has
been ruptured by infighting, suffering a steep erosion in popularity,
and smothered by the government
to prevent a repeat of the Brotherhood’s moves in neighbouring
Egypt.
The
Brotherhood’s
relations
with the government have become
strained since the 2011 uprisings.
Recently, the movement was declared illegal and its headquarters
was sealed.
The Brotherhood’s political arm,
the Islamic Action Front (IAF), is
Jordan’s most organised and largest
opposition party. It still operates legally, despite the ban. Recently, the
IAF announced it was fielding candidates to contest the September
20th elections.

“The Jordanian
policy on dealing
with the Muslim
Brotherhood is
focused on lawfully
separating moderates
from the hardliners.”
Hassan Abu Hanieh, a
Jordan-based expert on
Islamist groups
“We call for preserving the integrity of the electoral process as well
as independent observers to monitor the election,” said Mohammed
al-Zyoud, IAF secretary-general.
“The executive office of the IAF
will determine aspects of participation and take appropriate decisions at any stage if the authorities

interfere in elections or if they are
rigged.”
The IAF boycotted elections in
2010 and 2013 over alleged fraud
and to protest a controversial oneperson, one-vote electoral system
that undermined political parties in
favour of tribal and other pro-government candidates.

The Brotherhood’s
relations with the
government have
become strained since
2011.
Jordan reformed the election law
in March, enabling political parties to submit lists and dividing the
country into 23 electoral districts.
Following the election announcement, and in a bid to make peace
with the state, the MB formed an
“interim committee” led by reputedly moderate Abdul Hameed
Thneibat, replacing hawkish Hammam Said.
The formation of the committee,
which groups Islamist centrists and
unionists, is unlikely to change the
fact that the MB is illegal and has
limited options to deal with the crisis.
“They had two choices to continue their work legally: Operate under
their political arm, the IAF, or form
a new society or association with a
national agenda. There are no other
legal ways,” said Musa Shteiwi, director of the Centre for Strategic
Studies at the University of Jordan.
Exploiting the Islamist rift, the
government licenced the breakaway Muslim Brotherhood Society,
led by Abdul Majeed Thneibat, and
transferred the original group’s assets to the new faction, indirectly
declaring it the country’s authorised Brotherhood. Two other factions also splintered and plan to
establish political parties.
Earlier, the government had
banned the MB’s internal election
to pick an overall leader, saying the
group was unlicenced. The Islamists re-elected Said anyway, enraging the state.
The state seems to loathe Said,
a hardliner suspected of ties with
radical clerics outside Jordan. Said

Murad Adaileh, spokesman for the Islamic Action Front, speaks to journalists following a police raid,
last April.
called for toppling the king at the
height of the “Arab spring”; other
MB leaders rejected the call.
Restrictions imposed by the government on the MB have “brought
us back to the days of martial law,
which obstructs justice,” the group
said in a statement on its website.
“We reserve the right to take all
legal and political measures to face
these illegal pressures.”
The group was haunted by its
close ties with the Palestinian Hamas, outlawed in Jordan in 1999
over unspecified “illicit” activities
in the kingdom.
Experts said the government
measures seek to empower the new
faction to take part in general elections and could lead to proscribing
the MB.
A senior government official said
that was not the case.

“It is a legal dispute between the
licenced Muslim Brotherhood Society and that unlicenced group.
The first licenced party is taking legal action, seeking to legally obtain
the headquarters, offices and possessions of the second unlicenced
party,” the official said.
Most of those targeted by the government’s crackdown are hawkish
members of the original MB, a fundamentalist group that calls for imposing sharia law, rejects Jordan’s
peace treaty with Israel and close
ties with the United States and advocates Israel’s annihilation.
Jordan’s pro-US government has
been on the lookout for the fallout
from the Brotherhood’s gradual disintegration, such as some younger
members form
ing militant underground cells or joining the Islamic
State.

Hassan Abu Hanieh, a Jordanbased expert on Islamist groups,
said it was hard to transform the
MB or divide it into hard-line and
moderate camps. “We all know the
Brotherhood’s moderates and hardliners,” he said. “The hardliners can
become more radical but not terrorists.
“If the movement loses this legal
battle, it will become outlawed but
the state will not blacklist it as a terrorist group. The Jordanian policy
on dealing with the Muslim Brotherhood is focused on lawfully separating moderates from the hardliners.”
Ahmad Khatib, a Jordan-based
journalist, has written for
Western media outlets on the
Middle East and North Africa for
two decades.

Snubbed by US, Pakistan turns to Jordanian F-16s
The Arab Weekly staff

Amman

S

purned by the United
States, Pakistan has turned
to Jordan to buy used F-16
fighter jets that are part of
a fleet donated by Washington under a military drawdown
programme to bolster Jordanian defences.
Jordan has played a major part in
the US-led global war on terrorism.
The kingdom, whose army, police
and special forces are British- and
US-trained and -equipped, also
takes part in aerial strikes against
Islamic State (ISIS) strongholds in
Syria and Iraq.
Some Pakistani F-16 jets are
scheduled to be decommissioned in
the next few years and the government says it needs the aircraft to
fight Islamist militants in mountainous areas near Afghanistan.
The military also sees the aircraft
as vital in case of war against India.
The nuclear-armed neighbours have
fought three wars since they gained
independence from Britain in 1947.
“We are now going for a thirdparty transfer of F-16s and have an
offer from Jordan,” Pakistani Defence Secretary Alam Khattak told a
joint hearing of the Senate defence
and foreign affairs committees, Pakistani newspapers reported.
An air force spokesman declined
to say how many F-16s Pakistan has
but the number of the aircraft in service is believed to be about 70.
Jordan had offered to sell Pakistan
16 used F-16s of the Block 30 variant,

A May 2014 file photo shows members of the Royal Jordanian Air Force rushing to launch an F-16 Fighting Falcon at an air base in
northern Jordan.
an older version than the Block 52s
that Pakistan would have obtained
from the United States, the Dawn
newspaper reported.
The US deal, valued at $699 million, unravelled after the US Congress refused to authorise the use
of government funds to pay for the
aircraft under the Foreign Military
Financing programme.
Members of the US Congress, led

by the Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Bob Corker, R-Tennessee, demanded that
Pakistan stop harbouring militant
groups such as the Afghan Taliban
and Haqqani Network, which are
leading an insurgency against a USbacked government in Afghanistan.
Pakistan says it is acting against
the militants, citing military operations in ethnic Pashtun lands that

border Afghanistan. Pakistan says
the F-16s, with their precision strike
ability and night-flying capability,
are essential for that fight.
The difficulty over the F-16 deal
was another sign of fraying ties
between Pakistan and the United
States. In May, a US drone attack
killed Mullah Akhtar Mansour, then
chief of the Afghan Taliban, on Pakistani soil. Pakistan condemned

the strike as a violation of its sovereignty and as not being conducive
towards encouraging the Taliban to
enter talks with the Afghan government.
Pakistan has bought Jordanian
F-16s before, procuring 13 in 2014,
Dawn reported. The current batch
on offer were manufactured between 1988 and 1990 and were upgraded in 2001-02, Dawn said.

