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CIA chief says declassified pages
of 9/11 report absolve Saudi Arabia
Mohammed Alkhereiji

London

T

he 28 pages omitted from
the 9/11 Commission’s report will soon be made
public, according to CIA
Director John Brennan
who emphasised in an interview
that there was no evidence of official Saudi involvement in the 2001
attacks that resulted in the death of
nearly 3,000 people.
Brennan, in a June 11th interview
with the Saudi-owned, Arabiclanguage news channel al-Arabiya,
described the yet-to-be-declassified
parts of the report a “preliminary
review” put together a year after
the tragic events, with information
that had not been vetted or corroborated.
It “was a very preliminary review,
trying to pull together bits and pieces of information, reporting about
who was responsible for 9/11″, Brennan said.

Brennan described
cooperation between
the two countries on
security matters as
“excellent”.
“Subsequently the 9/11 Commission looked very thoroughly at these
allegations of Saudi involvement,
Saudi government involvement and
their finding, their conclusion was
that there was no evidence to indicate that the Saudi government as
an institution or Saudi senior officials individually had supported the
9/11 attacks,” he added.
The assessment by the CIA chief
comes at a time when not-yetreleased sections of the 9/11 Com-

mission’s report are central to a bill
passed by the US Senate that would
allow survivors and families of the
victims of the terrorist attacks the
right to sue the Saudi government
for liability.

Saudi officials on a
number of occasions
have called for the 28
pages of the
commission’s report to
be declassified.
White House Press Secretary Josh
Earnest said US President Barack
Obama would likely veto the bill.
“This legislation would change
long-standing international law regarding sovereign immunity,” Earnest said, “and the president of the
United States continues to harbour
serious concerns that this legislation would make the United States
vulnerable in other court systems
around the world.
“Given the concerns that we have
expressed, it’s difficult to imagine
the president signing this legislation.”
The Saudi government warned
that, if the legislation was enacted,
it would sell its US investments. A
day before the Senate passed the
bill, the US Treasury Department
released a breakdown of the kingdom’s holdings of US debt, which
stood at $116.8 billion as of March.
Consequently, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel al-Jubeir accused the
US Congress of “stripping the principle of sovereign immunity, which
would turn the world for international law into the law of the jungle”.
Saudi officials on a number of occasions have called for the 28 pages
of the commission’s report to be declassified, with Saud al-Faisal, then

A February 2016 file picture shows CIA Director John Brennan testifying in Washington before the US
Senate Intelligence Committee hearing on worldwide threats to America and its allies.
Saudi Foreign minister, requesting
the White House to do so in 2004.
“We have nothing to hide and we
do not seek nor do we need to be
shielded,” Faisal said at the time.
“We believe that releasing the missing 28 pages will allow us to respond to any allegations in a clear
and credible manner and remove
any doubts about the kingdom’s
true role in the war against terrorism and its commitment to fight it.”
In light of the visit to the United States by Saudi Deputy Crown

Prince and Defence Minister Mohammad bin Salman bin Abdulaziz,
Brennan described cooperation between the two countries on security
matters as “excellent”.
“Over the last 15 years, the Saudis have become among our best
counterterrorism partners and so
with King Salman (bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud) and the Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman, we feel as
though we have really strong partners in this fight against terrorism,”
he said.

With regards to the declassification of the final 28 pages, the matter
is in the hands of the office of the
US Director of National Intelligence,
to review the material for possible
public release. According to former
US senator Bob Graham, who served
as chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, the White House
is likely to make a decision on the
matter before the end of June.
Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf
section editor of The Arab Weekly.

GCC countries wary about US arms deals
James Bruce

Beirut

K

uwait recently signed
a contract with the Eurofighter consortium for
28 advanced Typhoon
strike jets worth $8.7 billion as part of a major drive to upgrade the emirate’s air force, which
for decades has almost exclusively
used US-built aircraft.
The April 5th deal was a major
setback for Boeing, which has failed
to secure approval to deliver 40 F/A18E/F Super Hornet fighters under a
2014 request by Kuwait aimed at replacing its older F-18 variants.

“I hope the
Americans will wise
up so as to raise this
increasing trust
deficit that’s been
here over the last two
years.”
Abdullah al-Shayji, a
political science professor at
Kuwait University
Increasingly, the six members
of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC), led by Saudi Arabia, fear the
delay in providing them with requested arms is a deliberate move
by the United States as it disengages
in the Middle East, despite repeated
promises to sell the Gulf monarchies whatever weapons they need
to maintain their defences in a region filled with conflicts.
US President Barack Obama

promised GCC leaders at a meeting at his Camp David retreat in
May 2015 that he would be “fasttracking arms transfers”. However,
that has not happened, which could
partly account for the cold shoulder
Obama received in Riyadh in April.
“There’s a sinking feeling we’ve
been sold out to the Iranians and
also that this is becoming a double
whammy as the distrust is increasing between Gulf leaders and the
US,” said Abdullah al-Shayji, a political science professor at Kuwait
University.
“I hope the Americans will wise
up so as to raise this increasing
trust deficit that’s been here over
the last two years.”
The complaints about US footdragging on arms sales were given
weight by a May 28th report by Foreign Policy, citing US officials, that
the Obama administration has “quietly placed” a block on sales of cluster bombs to Saudi Arabia for use in
its war in neighbouring Yemen. Human rights groups claim these and
other US-supplied aerial weapons
are causing mounting civilian casualties.
“It’s the first concrete step the
United States has taken to demonstrate its unease with the Saudi
bombing campaign” that Riyadh
says is aimed at Iran-backed Houthi
rebels, Foreign Policy observed.
There was no official US confirmation but there is growing unease
in the United States and the US
Congress with Saudi Arabia’s new
aggressive foreign policy, largely in
response to threatening moves by
long-time regional rival Iran.
US Senators Chris Murphy,
D-Connecticut, and Rand Paul,
R-Kentucky,
introduced
an
amendment June 8th to limit US

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Khaled al-Sabah (C) and
Information Minister Sheikh Salman al-Sabah (R) during a session
at the National Assembly in Kuwait City.
bomb sales to Saudi Arabia. Similar
efforts are under way in the British
parliament and, in late February,
the European Parliament passed
a non-binding arms embargo on
Saudi Arabia to signal its alarm over
the humanitarian crisis in Yemen.
The Yemen conflict, which erupted in March 2015, is one of several
factors causing this alarm about the
Gulf monarchies in Washington,
deepening a Western rift with Riyadh largely triggered by the US decision to disengage militarily from
a region where it has protected the
Arabs.
Long-standing US-Saudi links,
built on an exchange of US military

support for a reliable flow of oil,
have been strained as the United
States built greater energy self-reliance. The turn to open Arab distrust following the July 2015 nuclear agreement between US-led world
powers and Iran, Gulf states see as
a dangerous shift towards Tehran.
Shayji said Kuwait’s decision to
buy the European jets was a sharp
message to Washington “that… Kuwait will not be waiting any more
for US approvals while other alternatives are present”.
Qatar also is running out of patience over its 2014 request to buy
73 Boeing F-15E/F Strike Eagle jets
worth as much as $12 billion.

Like other GCC states, it is increasingly infuriated by US red tape
that is holding up major arms deals
as Iran is engaged in a major modernisation of its armed forces with
funds stemming from its nuclear
deal that included releasing frozen
assets worth $100 billion and lifting
sanctions.
Left with a choice of alienating
Israel or Qatar, which accommodates the nerve centre of US air
operations in Syria and Iraq at the
sprawling Al-Udeid Airbase in the
desert west of Doha, the US administration has been paralysed on the
issue.
Qatar sees Israel as the primary
problem. The hard-line government of Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu has expressed
deep concern about the Strike Eagle
deal because of the gas-rich emirate’s dalliance with Islamic extremists.
Israel’s deepest concern is that
its Qualitative Military Edge (QME)
over its regional adversaries, which
the United States has pledged to
maintain, will be eroded if the
Americans deliver advanced weapons to the GCC states.
“The US balance-of-power strategy in the Middle East is approaching a potential pitfall,” the US-based
global security consultancy Stratfor
observed. “A number of crucial
arms contracts for the sale of US
weaponry to several GCC states are
at risk of falling through because of
Israeli opposition.”
James Bruce has written
extensively on Middle Eastern
security issues for publications
such as Jane’s Intelligence Review
and Jane’s Defence Weekly. He
lives in Beirut.

