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Casablanca

M 

oroccan officials sum-
moned the US am-
bassador to protest a 
US State Department 
report alleging hu-

man rights violations in the North 
African country. Morocco said the 
document was “biased” and threw 
back charges of rights problems in 
the United States.

US Ambassador to Morocco 
Dwight Bush was called in by Min-
ister Delegate for Foreign Affairs 
Nasser Bourita, who was joined by 
Mohamed Yassine Mansouri, head 
of the Intelligence Agency (DGED), 
to protest the report.

The annual State Department re-
port on human rights in Morocco, 
published April 13th, alleged torture 
during interrogations, unfair trials, 
arrests and harassment of journal-
ists. The report said eight activists 
were imprisoned for “making false 
allegations of torture”.

That report came after non-gov-
ernmental organisations (NGOs) 
and other governments alleged hu-
man rights violations. Justice Min-
ister Mustapha Ramid criticised 
items published by NGOs such as 
Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch.

“These NGOs should know that 
today’s Morocco is not yesterday’s,” 
he said.

Ramid, during an appearance 
before parliament, acknowledged 
there were shortcomings in hu-
man rights in Morocco but added: 
“Many changes have been noted in 
this area.”

The opposition slammed the gov-
ernment for “certain human rights 

violations that cannot be denied”.
Among allegations in the State 

Department document was the sen-
tencing of activist Ouafae Charaf to 
two years in prison for “allegedly 
falsely reporting being abducted 
and tortured by unknown persons”.

Rabat issued a statement in 
March denying the reliability of 
the US report’s assertions, calling 
them “sloppy,” “outrageous” and 
“biased”.

“The United States is not em-
powered to assess the situation of 
human rights in Morocco because 
they themselves commit many vio-
lations in the matter,” Ramid said.

According to a statement issued 
by the Foreign Affairs Ministry 
spokesman, Bourita and Mansouri 
presented three cases that demon-
strated “the proven manipulation 
and blatant factual errors that taint 
the State Department’s report”.

The first case involved Charaf. 
Rabat insisted the judicial investi-
gation and legal phone tapping con-
ducted by the public prosecution 
concluded categorically that Charaf 
“invented the script of her alleged 
abduction and encouraged mem-
bers of her own family to make 
false statements to corroborate her 
thesis”.

The second case was that of 
Osama Housn. The State Depart-
ment’s report said Housn was given 
a three-year prison sentence for 
“making false allegations of tor-
ture” and “reporting crimes that he 
was aware were non-existent”.

However, a judicial investigation 
said his friend Charaf had denied 
his claims and said he was with her 
at the time he claimed to have been 
kidnapped, the Moroccan state-

ment said.
The third case involved Hamid 

Mahdaoui, news editor of Badil 
website, who was given a four-
month prison sentence, which was 
suspended, for defamation of the 
head of the General Directorate for 
National Security (DGSN), Abdel-
latif Hammouchi, according to the 
State Department’s report.

Rabat vehemently denied the 
allegation against Hammouchi, 
who was not in charge of DGSN at 
the time of Mahdaoui’s accusation 
against him.

“The facts cited in the report 
have not been checked, demon-
strating the negligence or bad faith 
of the editors,” said the Foreign Af-
fairs Ministry’s statement.

“Serious allegations such as 
those contained in the State De-

partment’s report give the impres-
sion that these institutions do not 
fulfil their missions. They are an in-
sult to the active commitment and 
dedication of their members.”

The US embassy in Rabat apolo-
gised on May 20th for the “unin-
tentional error” regarding Ham-
mouchi, which found its way to the 
report “while at that time he was 
not in that position”.

Moroccan Communication Min-
ister Mustapha el-Khalfi lashed out 
at the US report at a National Press 
Forum in Laayoune.

“The report is an unprecedented 
turnaround… a frank questioning 
of this report is necessary because 
we refuse to take lessons and be 
subject to any supervision,” he said.

The US report stated that “sys-
tematic and pervasive corruption 

undermined law enforcement and 
the effectiveness of the judicial 
system (in Morocco]), adding that 
“impunity was pervasive” with no 
credible statistics on prosecutions 
of corrupted officials.

The flare-up between Moroc-
co and the United States came a 
month after Rabat issued a state-
ment regretting that Washington 
“introduced elements of pressure, 
constraints and weakening and act-
ed against the spirit of the partner-
ship” between the two countries” 
following the US-drafted adopted 
UN Security Council Resolution 
2285 on the Western Sahara con-
flict.

Saad Guerraoui is a frequent 
contributor to The Arab Weekly on 
Maghreb issues.
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A February file picture shows US Secretary of State John Kerry and Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Salaheddine Mezouar (L) speaking to the media prior to meetings at the Department of State in 
Washington.

The annual State 
Department report on 
human rights in 
Morocco alleged 
torture during 
interrogations, unfair 
trials, arrests and 
harassment of 
journalists.
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 “The facts cited in 
the report have not 
been checked.”
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A May 6th protest in the eastern city of 
Benghazi calling for military forces to 
recapture the central city of Sirte from the 
Islamic State without foreign intervention.

World powers still have no Libya strategy

I
t has been nearly five 
months since Libya’s 
Government of National 
Accord (GNA) was 
announced yet the interna-
tionally backed new regime 

has not been endorsed by the rival 
Tobruk-based House of Repre-
sentatives nor has it exerted 
influence on the ground.

Political divisions and the chal-
lenge of the Islamic State (ISIS) 
remain the two greatest barriers 
to Libyan unity. Also, five years 
after their intervention to depose 
Muammar Qaddafi, world pow-
ers cannot claim to have a Libya 
strategy.

Foreign ministers from 21 
countries on May 16th announced 
two interrelated policy changes on 
Libya: exempting the GNA from 
the UN arms embargo and express-
ing readiness to answer requests to 
train and equip the newly formed 
Presidential Guard.

At the centre of Libya’s political 
divide is the question of who over-
sees a supposedly non-partisan 
national military to restore secu-
rity across a lawless country. After 
the GNA appointed one of its army 
commanders, Mahdi al-Barghathi, 
as Defence minister, the head of 
the Libyan army in the east, Gen-

eral Khalifa Haftar, called him a 
traitor and vowed to prosecute 

him in military court.
Keen not to provoke Haftar, the 

GNA made assurances that the 
Presidential Guard was not an 
alternative to the divided Libyan 
armed forces and is meant to be a 
protective force. However, it is not 
clear how the role of this new unit 
will evolve and whether it will be 
the nucleus of an army, as Haftar 
remains more defiant than ever.

Haftar’s precondition to coop-
erate with the unified military 
command, recently set up by the 
GNA to coordinate the fight against 
ISIS, is to dismantle the militias 
in the west that are an integral 
part of that command structure. 
Haftar also sent a message to the 
international community on May 
20th when he said that arming his 
troops would ensure defeating ISIS 
“definitively and quickly”.

The United States has intensi-
fied talks with Cairo about Egypt’s 
military and political support for 
Haftar and has requested Saudi 
assistance to mediate between 
the numerous Arab countries with 
conflicted interests in Libya. The 
Saudis, however, said they prefer 
to monitor the diplomatic efforts. 
This divide persists as well on 
the international level, not only 
between the United States and the 
European Union but among the 
Europeans themselves.

There are three competing West-
ern interests in Libya: Containing 
ISIS, reducing the flow of migrants 
to Europe and restoring oil produc-
tion. Rushing to advance these 
interests, the Western-backed 
Libyan political agreement reached 
in December did not fully address 
the military and political dynam-
ics in the country. Instead of being 

on the road to recovery, Libya is 
gearing up for a prolonged dead-
lock between two governments 
that could potentially lead to a new 
civil war.

The Tobruk government recently 
announced it is back in business 
while waiting for the GNA to gain 
an elusive confidence vote. Both 
governments have printed local 
currencies to deal with cash short-
ages. Only a last-minute coordina-
tion between the two Central Bank 
governors avoided a devastating 
currency war.

Both sides are claiming the anti-
ISIS mantle to earn the recognition 
of the international community 

and are simultaneously advancing 
towards the ISIS stronghold in Sirte 
without coordination. Their forces 
could be on a collision course if and 
when the town is liberated.

The world powers’ policy of 
sanctioning Libyan politicians who 
are not cooperating with the GNA 
and of providing arms to the GNA 
without having an endgame for the 
political impasse is not an element 
of a viable strategy.

Speaking at a conference at the 
Middle East Institute in Washing-
ton, Wafa Bugaighis, the charge 
d’affaires of the embassy of Libya 
in the United States, argued that 
Western support should focus on 
political reconciliation and on 
developing functional institutions 
in her country. World powers, how-
ever, are not interested in a nation-
building project; they are more 
invested in short-term fixes and 
in debating technical differences 
on how to best provide security 
assistance.

At the same conference, US 
Special Envoy to Libya Jonathan 
Winer acknowledged the steadfast 
support of Washington and the 
international community, yet he 
implied that Libyans “are difficult”.

Indeed, if regional and inter-
national powers failed to reach a 
comprehensive deal on the way 
forward, the “difficult” Libyans 
should not be armed to resolve 
these disputes themselves. Libya’s 
stability hinges on having one le-
gitimate inclusive government and 
the only way to achieve that goal 
must be a political solution.

Joe Macaron is a Middle East 
analyst at the Arab Center of 
Washington DC.
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Libya’s 
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having one 
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solution.

World powers are not 
interested in a 
nation-building project; 
they are more invested in 
short-term fixes.


