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Trump vows to work with ‘our friends in the Muslim world’
Mark Habeeb
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onald Trump, who ap-
pears on the way to 
securing the Republi-
can Party nomination 
for president, vowed 

to conduct a foreign policy that 
puts “America first”. In what was 
touted as a major foreign policy ad-
dress, Trump broke new ground by 
speaking from a teleprompter, in-
stead of free-associating as he does 
on the campaign trail. The result 
was a speech that was more sober 
and less provocative than his usual 
remarks.

The content of the April 27th 
speech, however, was vintage 
Trump in that it offered few de-
tails. He said that the Islamic 
State’s “days are numbered” and 
that “they will be gone quickly” if 
he is elected president but he laid 
out no clear path to defeating the ji-
hadist terrorist organisation, other 
than promising to work with “our 
friends in the Muslim world”.

Defending the general opaque-
ness of his foreign policy pro-
nouncements, Trump said that the 
United States must become “more 
unpredictable” and not reveal to 
enemies what it plans to do.

Many observers of this year’s 
Republican nomination campaign 
probably would agree that, if a 
policy of unpredictability is in or-
der, Trump is the ideal candidate 
to deliver it.

Trump tried to establish a link 
between terrorism and US immi-

gration policy, saying: “We must 
stop importing extremism through 
senseless immigration policies. A 
pause for reassessment will help us 
to prevent the next San Bernardino 
or worse — all you have to do is look 
at the World Trade Center and Sep-
tember 11th.”

In fact, the male perpetrator of 
the San Bernardino, California, at-
tack was American-born and most 
of the perpetrators of the Septem-
ber 11th attacks had been legally in 
the United States at the time.

The New York billionaire blamed 
US President Barack Obama and 
former secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton for causing the chaos in 
Libya. He also criticised Obama for 
ignoring his own red line in Syria.

Trump insisted “foreign aggres-
sion will not be my first instinct”, 
adding: “I will not send our finest 
into battle unless necessary — and 
I mean absolutely necessary. And I 
will do so only if we have a plan for 
victory with a capital V.”

Trump was strongly critical of 
the Iran nuclear deal, saying that 
Obama “negotiated a disastrous 
deal with Iran and then we watched 
them ignore its terms even before 
the ink was dry. Iran cannot be al-
lowed to have a nuclear weapon… 
Under a Trump administration, 
Iran will never be allowed to have 
that nuclear weapon.”

He accused Obama of being bad 
for Israeli relations. “Israel, our 
great friend and the only true de-
mocracy in the Middle East, has 
been snubbed and criticised by an 
administration that lacks moral 
clarity,” Trump said. “President 
Obama has not been a friend to 
Israel. He has treated Iran with 
tender love and care and made it a 
great power.

“Iran has indeed become a great 

power in a short period of time be-
cause of what we have done. All at 
the expense of Israel, our allies in 
the region and, more importantly, 
the United States itself.”

As he has done on the campaign 
trail, Trump boasted that his busi-
ness experience and acumen 
would make him a tough negotia-
tor and he promised to forge new 
relationships with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and to twist 
the arms of NATO members and 
other US allies to ensure that they 
contribute more to their defence.

As interesting as what Trump 
said is what he did not say: He did 
not mention his proposed wall 
along the US-Mexican border, 

which he has vowed to make the 
Mexican government pay for, nor 
did he repeat his earlier support for 
torture and “killing terrorists’ fam-
ilies” as a means of combating the 
Islamic State (ISIS). And he did not 
explicitly repeat his pledge to ban 
Muslims from entering the United 
States, although his comments 
linking terrorism with immigration 
appeared to allude to this.

Trump’s speech combined isola-
tionist and nativist sentiment with 
pledges of toughness. Its underly-
ing theme was that in foreign poli-
cy, as in economics and every other 
realm, a Trump presidency would 
“make America great again”. Ex-
actly how he will do this is left to 

voters’ imaginations.
Clinton, the likely Democratic 

candidate in November, released 
a statement just prior to Trump’s 
speech, saying: “Despite his fre-
quent contradictions and displays 
of ignorance, Trump has a long 
record of recklessness and has 
espoused a worldview that goes 
against everything that makes 
America great. A Trump presidency 
risks leaving both our country and 
the world dramatically less safe.”
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Washington think-tank calls for 
increased assistance to Tunisia

 Washington
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illiam Burns, presi-
dent of the Carnegie 
Endowment for In-
ternational Peace 
and a former US dep-

uty secretary of state, has proposed 
a “new framework for partnership 
with Tunisia because Tunisia mat-
ters”. Burns spoke on the release of 
a Carnegie report that warned that 
“the Tunisian experiment is teeter-
ing on a knife’s edge between peril 
and promise”.

The report, written by Carnegie 
Vice-President Marwan Muasher, 
Marc Pierini and Alexander Djeras-
si, lamented that five years after the 
revolution “internal headwinds and 
regional whirlwinds continue to be-
devil the country, jeopardising its 
democratic transition”.

They pointed to “disillusion-
ment” among Tunisians “with the 
risk that the consensual fabric that 
has kept the country afloat and 
moved it forward may tear”.

A RAND Corporation analyst who 
closely monitors Tunisia told The 
Arab Weekly that, on a recent visit, 
he sensed the deep frustration of 
Tunisians — especially those out-
side major urban areas around Tu-
nis. He noted that in Tunisia “edu-
cation correlates negatively with 
job opportunity”, which adds to the 
frustrations of educated young peo-
ple. He spoke on the condition of 
anonymity.

The Carnegie report blames both 
Tunisians and the international 
community for the country’s pre-
carious state. “International coordi-
nation and follow-through has been 

lacking, making hard choices about 
meaningful reforms more difficult,” 
the report said. But Tunisians “have 
to do their part” because “too much 
assistance and too many projects 
are mired in a bureaucratic morass 
inherited from the previous re-
gime”.

The report proposes a new 
“Framework for Partnership” un-
der which Tunisia’s international 
partners would deepen engagement 
with and assistance to Tunisia, in-
cluding increased financial aid and 
trade. The Tunisian government 
would be called on to practice great-
er transparency, accountability and 
follow-through, as well as “advance 
reforms that can gain public buy-in 
and remove obstacles to economic 
growth”.

Yassine Brahim, Tunisia’s minis-
ter of Development, Investment and 
International Cooperation, coun-
selled patience in the international 
community’s demand for reforms. 
“When you don’t have political sta-
bility,” Brahim said, “you don’t have 
speed of reform.”

US Deputy Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken agreed, saying: “We 
need to put our expectations in line 
with the reality of the difficulty and 
the durations of these transitions.”

Blinken reiterated US commit-
ment to Tunisia’s success and 
vowed to deepen the country’s po-

litical, economic and security efforts 
so that Tunisians could “consolidate 
their democratic gains”. But he ac-
knowledged that “the hope and the 
promise of this extraordinary dem-
ocratic transition is at risk”.

Muasher, one of the report’s co-
authors, said the world would be 
missing an opportunity if it does not 
help Tunisia. Tunisia’s success is 
very important “to the whole region 
and the Arab world”, he said, and 
“helping a model of pluralism and 
inclusiveness will serve as a good 
model to the region. If it fails, the 
message it sends is that democracy 
and pluralism don’t work.”

US assistance to Tunisia remains 
relatively small but is growing. The 
Obama administration’s economic 
aid request for 2016 is $55 million, 
more than double that of 2014. Mili-
tary assistance has risen from $20 
million in 2014 to $62.5 million in 
the 2016 budget request.

Djerassi, another of the report’s 
authors, said the main obstacle is 
Tunisia’s “inherited” system. He 
said that under the Ben Ali govern-
ment, it functioned like a lock where 
the presidency was “the key that 
could unlock anything it wants”. 
After the revolution, “they got rid of 
the dictatorship but they also got rid 
of the key and they are left with the 
lock”. Djerassi said that now when 
the system prevents things from 
happening, “no one is in control to 
give the green light to unlock it”.

Djerassi said it would require time 
to alleviate this problem and that in-
ternational assistance should “fast-
track” urgent needs such as roads 
and hospitals. He also said that the 
West should “expand market access 
for Tunisian business in the most 
labour intensive sectors: agriculture 
and textiles”.

Djerassi and the report’s other 
authors are optimistic but offered 
a warning. As Djerassi said: “If [Tu-
nisians] feel the model does not de-
liver, then their support could start 
to disappear and continued faith in 
the democratic approach will be af-
fected. This could lead Tunisia to a 
dark path. We saw that in 2013.”

The report points to three up-
coming opportunities to create its 
proposed framework: the Group of 
Seven meeting in May, the UN Gen-
eral Assembly in September and Tu-

nisia’s anticipated fall investment 
conference. For this to happen, the 
United States and its European al-
lies must act quickly to develop a 
comprehensive plan. But with the 
war against the Islamic State, the 
Syrian, Yemeni and Libyan crises 
and immigration demanding so 
much attention, Tunisia could fall 
between the cracks.
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An unemployed graduate from the city of Kasserine takes part in 
a sit-in protest near the Tunisian Ministry of Vocational Training 
and Employment demanding the government to provide job 
opportunities in Tunis, on April 1st.
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Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump delivers a speech in Washington about his vision 
for foreign policy on April 27th.


