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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest 
to travellers in the Middle 
East and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Dubai:
Through April 30th

Headlined by the Emirates 
Airline Festival of Literature, the 
Dubai Art Season showcases the 
city’s artistic talent along with 
the United Arab Emirates’ 2016 
Year of Reading. Dubai is en-
veloped in artistic and cultural 
activities such as fine art exhibi-
tions, calligraphy exhibitions, 
music performances, outdoor 
art projects, youth theatre and 
museum exhibitions.

Dubai: 
Through May 17th

Art lovers are invited to the Pi-
casso and Miro, Passion and Po-
etry exhibition, which features 
works by Picasso and Miro at the 
Burj Khalifa Annex, next to the 
Armani hotel

Beirut:
May 5th-8th

The eighth Beirut International 
Tango Festival hosts world-re-
nowned tango maestros, artists 
and teachers, such as Sebastian 
Arce, Mariana Montes, Neri Piliu 
and Yanina Quinones. Courses 
and workshops are scheduled 
along with the performances.

Palestinian territories:
May 20th-27th

The ninth Palestine Festival of 
Literature takes place across 
historic Palestine, including the 
Ottoman Court in Ramallah, the 
Adam Hotel in Gaza, Dar al-Tifl 
in Jerusalem, Al-Midan Theatre 
in Haifa, Municipal Library Gar-
dens in Nablus and Bethlehem 
University. The festival includes 
free public events, such as read-
ings, workshops, music perfor-
mances and debates, meetings 
with authors and artists and 
visits to historic sites.

Zouk Mikael:
July-August

Set in a renovated old souk in 
Zouk Mikael, Lebanon, the an-
nual Zouk Mikael International 
Summer Festival features Arab 
and international artists. All 
styles of music from classical 
and opera to blues and jazz 
can be heard at the 2,500-seat 
Roman-style amphitheatre.

Byblos:
September 8th-12th

The Lebanon Latin Festival takes 
place in Edde Sands with more 
than 90 artists from around the 
world. Dance workshops will be 
given in Salsa, Bachata, Kizom-
ba, cha cha cha, hip-hop, Samba, 
Lambada, Oriental, Dabke and 
Afro-Cubano. Performances are 
also scheduled.

Essaouira:
October 14th-16th

The natural setting for the TV 
series Game of Thrones in Es-
saouira, Morocco, is the back-
drop for the first MOGA Festival 
of electronic music and culture. 
Festival-goers are invited to 
performances, educational 
workshops, beach parties, digital 
video installations and other 
events.

Manama: A weekend getaway for Saudis
A general view shows the Bahraini capital, Manama.

Muhammed Ahmed

Dhahran
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f Dubai is the Middle East ver-
sion of Las Vegas without the 
gambling, then Bahrain’s Ma-
nama would be Reno. Manama 
may be a little rough around 

the edges with second-tier enter-
tainment and fewer places to visit 
than the UAE city but it provides 
plenty of fun options for tourists.

Saudis heading from Riyadh and 
Dammam for the nightlife in Bah-
rain on weekends get all the atten-
tion and certainly there is plenty 
of that in Manama. The 24km King 
Fahd Bridge that connects the Sau-
di Eastern province with Bahrain 
is packed on weekends — with as 
much as 50% more traffic than on 
weekdays.

For Saudis living in the north, 
Manama is more accessible. One 
can even go home at the end of 
the night without the prospect of 
jet lag or the hassle of an airport. 
Dubai, by contrast, takes planning 

and patience. The benefits of top-
notch fun are enticing but one’s 
wallet will take a beating in Dubai.

Although Manama may have a 
reputation as the unsupervised 
playground for some Saudis, the 
reality is that the capital is far more 
a family town. And that is how 
most Saudis like it.

Twice a month after Friday 
prayers, for example, Khalid bun-
dles his two young daughters, 
teenage son and wife into their 
Toyota Fortuner for the one-hour 
drive from Dammam to Manama.

After checking into a mid-range 
hotel not far from the city centre, 
the family ventures out, first for 
dinner and then to a movie. Their 
routine rarely varies.

“It’s like an extended holiday in 
just two days,” said Khalid, who 
spoke on the condition that only 
his first name be used. “It’s like 
releasing a valve on a pressure 
cooker. We get to relax and breathe 
a little.”

According to the 2016 World 
Travel & Tourism report, Bahrain’s 
tourism industry accounted for 
10.6% of the country’s gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in 2015 and 
that figure is expected to reach 
14% of GDP by 2026. Saudi families 
spent as much as $106 million in 
Bahrain in 2015. At least 7 million 
Saudis visit the island nation an-
nually and are among the 84.3% of 
visitors to Bahrain who spend their 
money solely on leisure activities.

Sheikh Khalid bin Humood al-
Khalifa, acting chief executive of 
the Bahrain Tourism and Exhibi-

tions Authority, said that 59% of 
all visitors to Bahrain are Saudis. 
Nearly two-thirds of Saudi tourists 
arrive in Bahrain via the causeway 
and 22% travel by air.

At a three-star hotel on Tijjar Av-
enue, a manager said Saudis prefer 
the more upscale hotels or execu-
tive apartments but mid-range ac-
commodations appeal to middle-
class families on a tight budget. 
“They’re all creatures of habit,” 

said the manager. “It’s dinner here 
at our restaurant or someplace 
nearby, then off to the movies.”

For Khalid’s family, their regular 
hangout for a meal is Señor Paco’s 
Mexican restaurant in the Adliya 
district, then to a multiplex. On a 
recent visit, mum and dad watched 
the latest James Bond film while 
the children saw a Disney movie in 
the next theatre.

Now that his children are getting 
older, Khalid noted that movies 
and dinner were not enough to sat-
isfy their desire to be entertained. 
Next year, the family plans to at-
tend Bahrain’s heritage festival and 
perhaps the fine arts festival.

Zayed R. Alzayani, Bahrain’s 
minister of Industry, Commerce 
and Tourism, said recently at a con-
ference sponsored by the Bahrain 
Tourism & Exhibitions Authority 
that the island nation hopes to at-
tract more visitors from China and 
India and create port facilities for 
yachts to anchor. The concept, he 
said, was to present Bahrain as an 
island-living destination.

“We are also looking at revamp-
ing the port facilities to provide 
better infrastructure to the yachts 
that bring tourists to the country,” 
Alzayani said at a conference in 
Manama. “This will include fa-
cilities that will be able to receive 
yachts from the GCC [Gulf Cooper-
ation Council] and support yachts 
moving from north to south on the 
Arabian Gulf.”

Muhammed Ahmed is a 
contributor for The Arab Weekly.

A man rides a camel through the desert oil field and winter 
camping area of Sakhir, Bahrain. Many Bahrainis head out to 
the desert during their free time in the winter months, enjoying 
picnics and socialising.

A view of the skyline of Manama at night.

“We are  looking at 
revamping the port 
facilities to provide 
better infrastructure 
to the yachts that 
bring tourists to the 
country.”

Zayed R. Alzayani, Bahrain’s 
minister of industry, 

commerce and tourism


