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T 

urkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is lead-
ing his country on a new 
course that is no longer 
centred on an iron-clad 

commitment to be a part of the 
West, critics say.

Hosting a summit of the 57-mem-
ber Organisation of Islamic Cooper-
ation (OIC) in Istanbul in mid-April, 
Erdogan called on the Islamic world 
to unite in the fight against terror-
ism and extremism and to “solve 
our problems on our own” instead 
of waiting for the West to step in.

He criticised the West for exploit-
ing the situation in the Middle East 
for material gains. “Others get in-
volved and they get involved only 
for oil, not to bring peace and qui-
et,” he said.

OIC meeting participants decid-
ed to set up a joint police centre to 
boost the fight against terrorism. 
Erdogan welcomed efforts by Saudi 
Arabia to build a joint military force 
— dubbed the “Army of Islam” by 
Turkish media — and called for the 
creation of a separate group repre-
senting European Muslims within 
the OIC.

Erdogan, addressing delegates 
in a palace on the Bosphorus once 
used by Ottoman sultans, ex-
pressed hope for a “new era” for 
the Islamic world to begin. His gov-
ernment signed an agreement with 
Saudi Arabia to create a bilateral 
cooperation council. The deepen-
ing of Turkish-Saudi ties is seen as 
an effort by the Sunni players in the 
region to counter the influence of 
Shia Iran.

Turkey, which assumed the ro-
tating IOC presidency for two years 
at the summit, was “a ray of hope 
for Muslim unity”, Ilnur Cevik, an 

Erdogan adviser, wrote in the pro-
government newspaper Daily Sa-
bah.

In a reference to the West, Cevik 
said outside forces were bent on 
hurting the Islamic world.

“A secret hand has put into mo-
tion a modern-time Crusade that 
is more sinister and fatal than the 
challenges posed to Islam through-
out history,” Cevik wrote. Islam 
was under attack by forces that fos-
tered terrorism and internal strife 
among Muslims, he added. Only 
Turkey and its president could foil 
that plot. “The modern day Crusad-
ers are aware that they have to stall 
Erdogan and Turkey,” Cevik said.

That kind of anti-Western rheto-
ric comes as relations among Tur-
key, a NATO member and an EU 
candidate state, and its Western 
partners show signs of strain. Af-
ter a recent visit to Washington, 
Erdogan said he was disappointed 
with US President Barack Obama, 
who criticised the clampdown on 
the media in Turkey. Shortly af-
terward, the Turkish government 
rejected findings of a report by the 
European Parliament on the state 
of Turkey’s democracy, which said 
the country was “backsliding”.

The Turkish opposition newspa-
per Cumhuriyet said the Erdogan 
government was cutting the coun-
try loose from the West and turning 
it eastward.

Erdogan has slammed West-
ern diplomats for attending a trial 
against two Turkish journalists 
who published a story about al-
leged arms shipments by Turkey to 
Syrian rebels. He brought criminal 
charges against German comedian 
Jan Bohmermann over a satirical 
poem. Charges were filed against 
Bohmermann in a German court 
after Erdogan had the German am-
bassador to Ankara summoned to 

the Turkish Foreign Ministry over 
another satirical programme on 
German television.

EU chief Jean-Claude Juncker 
criticised Turkey’s action against 
the satirical programmes, saying 
this “does not bring Turkey closer 
to us but will put us farther apart 
from each other”.

The Turkish president publicly 
warned EU countries to stick to 
their commitments of a deal de-
signed to reduce the flow of mi-
grants from Syria and other coun-
tries via Turkey to Western Europe. 
He said Turkey will stop taking 
back refugees from Greece if the 
European Union does not lift visa 
requirements for Turks and does 
not come up with billions of dollars 
in financial support for Syrian refu-
gees in Turkey.

Hasan Cemal, a well-known jour-
nalist critical of Erdogan, said it is 
no coincidence that the president, 

who has been talking about a “New 
Turkey” that would take a leading 
role in the region, has become so 
actively involved in the OIC while 
ties to the West wither.

“There is no doubt about the 
Erdogan government distancing 
Turkey from the West system-
atically,” Cemal wrote on the T24 
online news platform. “Regarding 
core values that make the West the 
West, like the rule of law, equality 
between men and women, human 
rights and freedoms, Erdogan’s 
face has long turned from West to 
East.”

While the government insists 

that it remains committed to the 
aim of joining the European Union, 
some of its members have been 
stressing their country’s determi-
nation to make its own decisions 
and not be at the beck and call of 
other powers. “Know your limits, 
Europe,” Yigit Bulut, Erdogan’s 
economic adviser wrote in the 
Star newspaper. If EU politicians 
thought they could boss Turkey 
around, they should “wait and see 
what will happen”.

Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu, a former foreign min-
ister, is also pushing for a more ac-
tive Turkish role. Behlul Ozkan, a 
political scientist at Istanbul’s Mar-
mara University, said Davutoglu 
was a “pan-Islamist” who was aim-
ing for a union of Muslim countries 
under Turkish leadership.

Thomas Seibert is an Arab Weekly 
correspondent in Istanbul.

Erdogan’s ‘New Turkey’ a step away from the West
Thomas Seibert

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the welcoming ceremony of the 13th Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) summit in Istanbul on April 14th.

The deepening of 
Turkish-Saudi ties is 
seen as an effort to 
counter the influence 
of Shia Iran.

2016 sees the launch of the 
first Muslim Lifestyle Show to 
take place in the multicultural 
capital of the world, London! 
The show will be the perfect 
platform to bring together 
and showcase the very best 
of Muslim culture, products 
and services from around 
the globe. It will be April 
30th-May 1st at the Olympia 
London.

The Muslim Lifestyle Show is 
an ideal place for businesses 
to reach the city’s more 
than 1 million Muslims and 
for consumers to discover 
and learn about the fastest 
growing cultural sector in the 
United Kingdom.

The event aims to become a 
showpiece in British culture 
by showcasing to the world 
that Muslim culture has 
an important place in the 
world’s economy. It will 
rapidly become a wonderful 
opportunity to experience 
the best in Muslim culture 
and heritage from across the 
globe

The International Muslim 
Market is split into a number 
of sectors worth the following 
values: food $129 billion; 
fashion $266 billion; finance 
$1.65 trillion; travel $140 
billion; media and recreation 
$185 billion; pharmaceuticals 
and cosmetics $72 billion.

The values are the estimated 
growth through 2019 as 
published in State of the 
Global Islamic Economy 2013.

The Muslim Lifestyle Show 
will consist of several areas 
for all members of the family 
to discover and enjoy. There 
are the entertainment stage 
with acts from around the 
world; seminar workshop 
arena featuring key speakers; 
fashion stage, which will 
feature the latest trends 
including the latest modest 
fashion looks; theatre with 
live entertainment and 
comedy shows; Muslim 
introductions area; food 
court with international 

cuisines; plus more than 120 
exhibitors.

The Muslim Lifestyle 
Show aims to become an 
international event in London 
for the world to participate 
in and for the British Muslim 
community to showcase its 
diverse cultural riches. We 
aim for this event to not only 
attract British Muslims but to 
become a tourist attraction 
for the rest of the world to 
visit, enjoy and discover more 
about Muslim culture.

Muslim Lifestyle Show 
founder Waleed Jahangir 
said: “My aim is to create 
a platform for not only for 

Muslim businesses and 
consumers to participate in 
but also for non-Muslims 
to come along and discover 
more about the culture 
including fashion, food and 
lifestyles.

“I’m a proud Muslim and also 
very proud to be British and 
I really hope you enjoy MLS 
by discovering the cultural 
riches that has been part of 
our societies for centuries. If 
you are Muslim or not, this 
event will be a day out for 
you, come and experience 
an event which I hope will 
enrich you with knowledge, 
culture and let’s not forget 
great food, too.”

Ticket prices — General 
Entry £10 / VIP £20 / Family 
Ticket £30

Amount of stands — more 
than 100 from more than 
eight countries

Website and social media:

Website — http://www.
muslimlifestyleshow.com/

Facebook — https://
www.facebook.com/
muslimlifestyleshow/

Twitter — @mlslondon

Contact — support@
muslimlifestyleshow.com

First Muslim Lifestyle Show in London!

“Erdogan’s face has 
long turned from 
West to East.”

Turkish journalist
 Hasan Cemal.

 “Know your limits, 
Europe!”

Yigit Bulut, 
Erdogan’s economic adviser


