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Tyre, Lebanon
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n ancient times, the Phoenician 
city of Tyre, in modern-day 
southern Lebanon, was cov-
eted by great conquerors from 
Babylonian King Nebuchadn-

ezzar to Alexander the Great for its 
riches, prosperous port and thriv-
ing trade. Today, its ruins figure on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage list and 
its sandy beaches are a big summer 
attraction for tourists.

Tyre, 90km south of Beirut, was 
known throughout the Mediterra-
nean as the “Queen of the Seas” and 
boasts vestiges from an amalgam of 
civilisations, including Phoenician, 
Roman, Greek and Byzantine, in ad-
dition to remains from the Crusad-
ers’ period and Fatimid and Otto-
man rule.

Churches dating to the early years 
of Christianity, including the ruins 
of the first church in the Orient, in 
the Christian Quarter of the city, are 
popular among worshippers. “They 
are places visited regularly by pil-
grims from Lebanon and abroad for 
prayers and for admiring old relics, 
including icons, crucifixes and Bi-
bles,” said Deputy Roman Catholic 
Patriarch Johan Haddad.

The Christian Quarter, in the heart 
of ancient Tyre, was built on a pen-
insula. It is also appreciated for its 
old buildings lining narrow alleys, 
displaying a mixture of Lebanese, 
Ottoman and French architecture. 
Many houses overlooking the Medi-
terranean have been restored and 
turned into restaurants, motels and 
boutique hotels to cater to a grow-
ing number of visitors.

The seaside Al-Fanar Hotel, which 
was refurbished to provide modern 

services, is often fully booked in 
July and August, when Lebanese 
expatriates flock back home to 
spend time with their families.

“In addition to groups of foreign 
tourists and visitors from the Arab 
Gulf countries, a big number of 
Lebanese immigrants from the US, 
Canada and Australia spend time 
in Tyre during the summer, where 
they enjoy the beach and traditional 
Lebanese cuisine,” said Al-Fanar 
owner Raymond Salha.

Restaurants offering interna-
tional cuisines, including Italian, 
Spanish, French and Asian, are also 
thriving, catering to members of 
the UN Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL), which was reinforced 
with contingents from European 
and Asian countries, especially Italy 

and Spain, after the 2006 war with 
Israel.

With UNIFIL headquarters in 
Naqoura, 38km south of Tyre, 
many personnel spend holidays and 
weekends in Tyre. “Restaurants and 
hotels (in the Christian Quarter) are 
quite popular among UNIFIL offic-
ers and troops who feel safe spend-
ing time and enjoying food, drinks 
and nightlife,” Salha said.

During the summer months, up 
to 70 kiosks and tents line Tyre’s 
sandy beaches, offering fresh sea-
food platters for people enjoying a 
day in the sun.

Apart from recreation activities 
and sports, such as water skiing and 
surfing, Tyre’s archaeological sites 
also used to attract significant num-
bers of visitors, noted Ali Badawi, 
from the Directorate of Antiquities 
in charge of the city’s archaeologi-
cal sites.

“On average, Tyre received no 
less than 25,000 visitors annually, 
mostly coming in organised tours 
that included both Lebanon and 
Syria. But their number dropped 
extensively, to almost null, after 
the outbreak of the war in Syria (in 
2011),” Badawi said.

“Tourism in Tyre has become 
almost limited to local tourists. 
Sometimes you have foreigners vis-
iting with the company of Lebanese 
friends, in addition to UNIFIL per-
sonnel interested in history and ar-
chaeology. But the impact of the sit-
uation in the region and in Lebanon 
on Tyre tourism is quite evident.”

The slowdown in tourism has not 
discouraged the Directorate of An-
tiquities from maintaining restora-
tion works and excavations at the 
sites.

“Work is also ongoing for the in-
auguration of a new museum in 
summer in which Tyre’s Phoeni-
cian, Roman, Byzantine, Greek 
and Islamic era antiquities will be 
displayed, including objects from 
the Phoenician cemetery and the 

temple, which were discovered re-
cently, and from the 10th-century 
Fatimid mosque found under the 
ruins of the Crusaders’ church,” 
Badawi pointed out.

“The Tyre museum’s collection 
will be as important as the pieces 
displayed at the National Museum 
of Beirut. Visitors will then have the 
chance to immerse in history and 
culture,” he added.

Tyre’s world-renowned ruins are 
mainly in two locations. The “sea-
side site” on the peninsula and the 
“mainland site” in El Bass district 
at the city’s entrance. The latter 
includes the landmark Arch of Tri-
umph and the Hippodrome, one of 
the largest hippodromes of the Ro-
man period, which is second in size 
after the Circus Maximus in Rome 
and is still in good shape.

In the middle of the Hippodrome, 
there are the walls of the Crusader 
Hippodrome Church, which is cov-
ered with signatures and pictures 
of boats and shields drawn by early 
Christian pilgrims.

The “seaside ruins” dating to the 
Phoenician, Roman and Byzantine 
periods are most famous for the 
Grande Allee,  a 160-metre long and 
11.8-metre wide road bordered by 
a colonnade and paved with mosa-
ics and marble slabs, and the baths, 
built over parallel arches which 
shade them from the heat.

Modern-day Tyre has much to of-
fer to entice visitors, but not con-
querors.

Mohammed Darweesh is a 
freelance reporter in southern 
Lebanon.

Phoenician Tyre: From drawing 
conquerors to enticing visitors 
Mohammed Darweesh

Tyre was known 
throughout the 
Mediterranean as 
the “Queen of the 
Seas”.

Lebanese singer Assi al-Hallani performs during 
the Tyre and South Festival in the southern 
Lebanese city of Tyre on July 18, 2010.

The Arch of Triumph is among Roman vestiges in 
Tyre in south Lebanon.

A mausoleum for the Virgin Mary (C) is erected at the harbour in the southern port city of Tyre.

The Arab Weekly announces 
partnership with Going Global
E urope’s leading show for businesses looking to expand internationally, 
export products or set up overseas operations, Going Global, is 
returning to ExCeL London on May 11th & 12th. The Arab Weekly is 
proud to announce a partnership with the event and pleased to offer a 
discounted rate for exhibitors at the show.

Going Global offers a unique opportunity to learn how to generate new 
business overseas and get noticed by more than 3,000 business owners 
and decision makers plus more than 25,000 business owners attending 
events running alongside the main programmes. Going Global features 
seminars, workshops and live demonstrations with the opportunity to 
meet a wide variety of suppliers.

Exhibition space is available and if businesses cite The Arab Weekly 
when booking a stand, they are entitled to an exclusive rate — pushing 
their return on investment higher. People have historically attended 
Going Global to find suppliers or guidance to increase business and to 
meet others who can help them to expand internationally.

If you are interested in exhibiting, please call event director Simon 
Chicken at 0117 9304 927 or e-mail simon.chicken@prysmgroup.co.uk 
for details.

Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest 
to travellers in the Middle 
East and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Dubai: Through April 9th

Global Village is the largest 
seasonal cultural extravaganza 
in the region. Visitors can enjoy 
an array of festivals, shopping 
and entertainment in an open-
air theme park. The entertain-
ment and shopping destination 
hosts more than 70 participat-
ing countries with presenta-
tions in more than three dozen 
pavilions. There are more than 
50 fun rides and 26 restaurants 
offering food from around the 
world.

Dubai: Through April 30th

Headlined by the Emirates 
Airline Festival of Literature, 
the Dubai Art Season showcases 
the city’s artistic talent along 
with the United Arab Emirates’ 
2016 Year of Reading. Dubai 
is enveloped in artistic and 
cultural activities such as fine 
art exhibitions, calligraphy ex-
hibitions, music performances, 
outdoor art projects, youth 
theatre and museum exhibi-
tions.

Beirut: Through May 31st

Oriental nights at Feb30 cel-
ebrates oriental Arabic music 
every Tuesday from 9pm 
until 2am at Feb30, Alleyway, 
Hamra.

Tunis: April 8th-17th

The 11th Jazz à Carthage 
music festival brings together 
renowned international and 
local musicians to perform 
and attend concerts, lectures, 
exhibitions and nightly jam 
sessions.

Marrakech: April 17th-23rd

The third Marrakech Dance 
Festival hosts dance teachers 
and participants from around 
the world taking part in work-
shops, classes and conferences. 
Dance performances take place 
in Marrakech’s Les Idrissides 
hotel during the festival.

Beirut: May 5th-8th

The eighth Beirut International 
Tango Festival hosts world-re-
nowned tango maestros, artists 
and teachers, such as Sebastian 
Arce and Mariana Montes along 
with Neri Piliu and Yanina Qui-
nones. Courses and workshops 
will take place along with the 
performances.

Palestinian territories:
May 20th-27th

The ninth Palestine Festival of 
Literature takes place across 
historic Palestine, including the 
Ottoman Court in Ramallah, 
the Adam Hotel in Gaza, Dar 
al-Tifl in Jerusalem, Al-Midan 
Theatre in Haifa, Municipal 
Library Gardens in Nablus and 
Bethlehem University. The 
festival includes free public 
events, such as readings, work-
shops, music performances and 
debates, meetings with authors 
and artists and visits to historic 
sites.


