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he United Kingdom is 
working diligently to en-
sure the stability and secu-
rity of long-time Gulf ally 
Bahrain. Among initiatives 

are efforts to assist the Bahraini gov-
ernment in its reform endeavours 
and a new British naval base to ad-
dress security challenges in the re-
gion.

The naval base is the cornerstone 
of the two countries’ joint security 
strategy and will be the first UK Roy-
al Navy base in the Middle East in 
more than four decades. Construc-
tion began on the HMS Juffair in 
November at the Mina Salman Port 
in Bahrain, which. according to UK 
Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond, 
will ensure Britain’s sustained pres-
ence east of Suez, a global security 
priority.

Highlighting the security chal-
lenges is British Member of Parlia-
ment and Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee member Daniel Kawc-
zynski, who said: “Bahrain was criti-
cal in the war to liberate Kuwait so 
for Bahrain to give us the opportu-
nity to construct a naval base is of 
the most profound strategic impor-
tance.”

A security concern is the Strait of 
Hormuz, where 40% of the world’s 
seaborne oil exports passes. Any 
long-term closure of the waterway 

would cause a global economic 
meltdown.

Kawczynski said keeping the 
Strait of Hormuz open is critical “so 
anything from the West’s perspec-
tive that guarantees the security and 
protection of the Strait of Hormuz 
is very important not just for our 
country but for the entire Western 
economy”.

Iran has threatened on numer-
ous occasions to close the strait and 
despite recent rapprochement be-
tween Tehran and the West, regional 
and global powers are not prepared 
to gamble with regard to securing 
the strait. Kawczynski described be-
ing able to protect the strait as an in-
surance policy for the United King-
dom, despite recent improvements 
in ties between London and Tehran.

“Bahrain is an important strategic 
country and we will not allow any-
body to destabilise it in any way,” 
Kawczynski added.

The base is 190km from Iran, 
450km from Iraq and 550km from 
the Strait of Hormuz, making the 
location is beyond strategic. Bah-
rain is to pay most of the $23 million 
required to build the base, with the 
United Kingdom paying additional 
costs.

The base will provide support and 
accommodation for about 80 UK 
military personnel based in Bahrain. 
The base will also lessen UK reliance 
on US facilities — the US Navy’s Fifth 
Fleet and US Naval Forces Central 
Command are based in Bahrain — 
and will provide port facilities for 
the Royal Navy’s new generation of 
aircraft carriers.

Some Bahraini activists labelled 
the new base a reward to the British 
government over its silence on hu-
man rights abuses in Bahrain, a no-
tion Kawczynski disputes.

“The government is sincere in 

wanting to implement these re-
forms. I think they realise the im-
portance of national stability and I 
think the likelihood of success will 
be augmented by the fact that the 
United Kingdom is playing such a 
supportive role in helping them,” he 
said. 

Kawczynski stressed that the UK 
government does independent due 
diligence on the matter and said: 
“When we go to Bahrain we don’t 
just accept everything the govern-
ment tells us. We meet with NGOs 
and human rights organisations.”

The United Kingdom is involved 
in the political reform component 
of the Bahrain National Dialogue 

initiative, which is daunting and 
ambitious in scope. This has re-
sulted in an elected parliament with 
expanded powers, with a mandate 
that focuses on fighting corruption 
and efforts to reduce sectarian ten-
sions. The United Kingdom is work-
ing with Bahrain to develop educa-
tional and legal reform programmes 
to promote religious and political 
tolerance.

Kawczynski said the “Arab spring” 
was not a phenomenon exclusive to 
the Arab world. “We’ve also had it 
here in our own country. We’ve had 
demonstrations and violence and 
insurrections and if I cast my line all 
the way back to Northern Ireland, 

we’ve almost had 40 years of it,” he 
said.

Which is why Bahrain can benefit 
from the United Kingdom’s experi-
ence and expertise.

“What we’re doing is working 
hand in glove with the Bahrainis to 
try to give them our experience and 
in a practical way support them in 
establishing the tools by which, if 
implemented correctly, would give 
more confidence to those people 
who felt at that time the compul-
sion to demonstrate,” Kawczynski 
added.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab Weekly.
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A file photo shows British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond and Bahraini Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Khalid bin Ahmed al-Khalifa lay a cornerstone for a new British military base in Manama, Bahrain, 
last October.A security concern is 

the Strait of Hormuz, 
where 40% of the 
world’s seaborne oil 
exports passes.

UAE’s Masdar committed to environment-friendly region

Dubai

A 

link between today’s 
fossil fuel economy and 
the energy of the fu-
ture is what Abu Dhabi-
based renewable en-

ergy company Masdar represents, 
having become a key player in the 
global, regional and national arena 
for clean power.

Working on advancing the de-
velopment, commercialisation and 
deployment of clean energy tech-
nologies and solutions, Masdar has 
committed more than $1.7 billion 
to renewable energy projects that 
deliver nearly 1 gigawatt (GW) of 

clean wind and solar power, not 
only in the United Arab Emirates 
but across many countries in the 
Middle East.

In addition to its 14 domestic pro-
jects, mainly in Abu Dhabi, Masdar 
has been involved in 19 countries 
outside the UAE, including Jordan, 
where it recently commissioned 
the Tafila Wind Farm and has an 
agreement to develop a 200-mega-
watt (MW) solar energy plant.

“Jordan is a key market for Mas-
dar in the region. With regional en-
ergy demand set to double by 2030, 
we believe the majority of that 
growth will be met from renewable 
energy,” Masdar Chief Executive Of-
ficer Ahmad Belhoul said.

“This growth represents a strong 
business case for renewable en-

ergy, not just in Jordan, but also 
across the wider Middle East and 
North Africa region,” Belhoul said 
at a signing ceremony in February 
during World Future Energy Sum-
mit, part of Abu Dhabi Sustainabil-
ity Week.

As the demand for clean energy 
goes up, Masdar is said to be look-
ing to invest in new projects in Jor-
dan, Egypt and Morocco.

“We are excited by our new 
partnership with the government 
of Jordan,” said Yousif al-Ali, as-
sociate director for business de-
velopment at Masdar. “We have 
started the development phase 
of the 200MW (photovoltaic) PV 
project, which will entail all the re-
quired technical, commercial and 
legal analysis. We aim to have the 

ground breaking by early 2017.”
The solar project and the Tafila 

Wind Farm are in line with Jordan’s 
vision to diversify energy sources 
and promote greater use of renew-
able energy and a response to the 
kingdom’s 2010 renewable energy 
law, calling for approximately 15% 
of its electricity to come from re-
newable sources by 2020, Ali said.

Jordan imports about 96% of its 
energy needs at a cost equivalent 
to 20% of the country’s gross do-
mestic product.

“The Tafila Wind Farm will ac-
count for almost 6.5% of Jordan’s 
1,800 MW renewable energy target 
for 2020. The 117-MW installation 
will create enough electricity to 
power 83,000 homes while reduc-
ing the country’s carbon emissions 
by 235,000 tonnes annually,” Ali 
said.

Regarding the funds that Mas-
dar has at its disposal to support 
renewable energy projects, Ali re-
vealed that the company has a va-
riety of models “that support our 
vision of accelerating the develop-
ment and deployment of renew-
able energy globally”.

“Masdar is a partner in several 
joint ventures for utility-scale re-
newable projects,” he said. “We are 
a 20% shareholder in London Ar-
ray, a 630-MW offshore wind farm 
in the UK, and we own a 35% stake 
in the UK’s Dudgeon Offshore Wind 
Farm. We also recently increased 
our stake in Shams Power Com-
pany, the developer of Shams 1, a 
100-MW concentrated solar plant 
in Abu Dhabi, from 60% to 80%.”

Separately, Masdar has a private 
equity capital arm, Masdar Capital, 
which has two clean tech funds 
worth $540 million.

The company’s Special Projects 
unit cooperates closely with the 
UAE’s humanitarian efforts to 
deliver energy access to hard-to-
reach communities, Ali noted.

“For example, Special Projects 
has delivered six renewable energy 
projects in the Pacific islands with 

grants from the Abu Dhabi Fund 
for Development, under the UAE-
Pacific Partnership Fund,” he said.

As for its objective in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa, Ali said 
Masdar’s policy “is to invest in pro-
jects and initiatives that will mean-
ingfully contribute to a secure and 
diverse energy future in the region. 

As such, in addition to our current 
or planned utility-scale projects 
in Morocco, Egypt and Jordan, we 
will focus on initiatives and inno-
vation at the water-energy-waste 
nexus.”

In November, the company inau-
gurated a desalination pilot project 
that will test various energy-effi-
cient methods of producing po-
table water to help address water 
scarcity, especially in the Middle 
East.

“We believe that the results of 
this pilot project will have strong 
commercialisation potential across 
the region,” Ali said.

“Just last month, we also inked 
a partnership with Sharjah-based 
waste management company 
Bee’ah to develop the region’s 
waste-to-energy sector to limit the 
amount of waste that is diverted to 
landfills,” he added.

Masdar is wholly owned by the 
Mubadala Development Company 
PJSC, the strategic investment 
company of the government of 
Abu Dhabi.
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Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Minister of State and Chairman of Masdar Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber (L), 
and Ibrahim Saif, Jordan’s minister of Energy and Mineral Resources. signing the 200MW solar 
energy PV power agreement.
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