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T
he shortcomings of scientific research and innova-
tion in the Arab world and the means of overcoming 
them were discussed during the World Government 
Summit in Dubai. The issue is likely to be debated in 
many more events considering the distance that 
separates Arabs from the rest of the world in this 
regard.

Scientific research is at the core of human progress and 
development. It is the key arena through which the Arab world 
can either be part of the journey to fulfil human dreams or 
remain on the sidelines of history.

In a region shaken by wars and threatened by terror, more 
billions of dollars are spent on military equipment than on 
scientific research. Expenditures on scientific research and 
development remain below the 1% mark, despite Arab leaders 
committing more than two decades ago to raise that budget 
allocation.

Egyptian Nobel Chemistry Laureate Ahmed H. Zewail notes 
that, while South Korea and Israel spend 4% of their gross 
domestic product (GDP) on research and development, Egypt’s 
R&D budget is 0.4% of GDP.

One of the more telling indicators according to the UNESCO 
Science Report is the number of researchers in proportion to the 
general population. The Arab world counts 371 researchers for 
every million people, compared to a world average of 1,081.

Their number is as low as 19 per million inhabitants in Sudan, 
50 in Bahrain and 137 in Oman. The situation is better in certain 
Arab countries, such as Tunisia with 1,394 researchers, Morocco 
with 864 researchers and Egypt with 581.

Another indicator is the number of patent applications by Arab 
countries. In 2013, according to the MIT Technology Review, 
applications from the Arab region represented only 0.1% of 
patents registered at the US Patent and Trademark Office.

Scientific and technical articles by Arab authors constitute just 
1.3% of journal entries published.

An important part of the problem is the disconnect between 
businesses and the R&D community. According to the Egyptian 
Academy of Scientific Research and Technology, only 5% of the 
research budget in Egypt emanates from the private sector.

Indicators show progress in the participation of Arab women in 
scientific research but more can be done. The high ratio of 
women in tertiary education is not reflected in the research 
sector. More than 50% of university students in most of the Arab 
countries are women but only 37% of researchers are female.

A poor R&D environment is causing thousands of researchers 
to leave the Arab region. The “brain drain” is not bad in itself, if 
researchers kept ties to their home countries. For a young Arab 
researcher leaving out of despair, looking back does not come 
easy.

For the Arab world, once at the vanguard of scientific progress, 
the issue of scientific research has to do with more than govern-
ment policies. It has to do with youth regaining confidence in the 
ability to clinch achievements at home and not having to look for 
greener pastures abroad.

Initiatives such as the UAE space programme and a few others 
offer Arab youth the opportunity to widen their scientific 
horizons as well as the rare luxury of dreaming.

For Arabs, science is the only track that could lead to regained 
status and restored pride among nations.
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H
illary Clinton’s 
lopsided victory in 
the South Carolina 
primary put her on 
course to be the 
potential next 

president of the United States so 
Arab governments need to 
engage her as rapidly as possible 
to try to prevent her as president 
repeating her catastrophic 
embrace of “democratic” forces 
across the Middle East in the 2011 
terribly misnamed “Arab spring”. 
It led to havoc from Libya to Syria 
to Yemen.

As I have noted in these col-
umns before, Clinton is in no way 
anti-Arab. The Clinton Foundation 
has re ceived at least $40 million 
from wealthy Gulf Arab donors. 
She has longstanding friendships 
with lead ers and members of 
royal families throughout the 
region.

However, Arab governments 
should not be lulled by positive 
experiences in dealing with her as 
secretary of state to imagine that 
they will have the same experi-
ence if she becomes president.

A President Hillary Clinton 
will not simply repeat either the 
strengths or the shortcomings of 
her husband Bill’s presidency.

It would be a mistake to as-
sume that Hillary Clinton will 
be automatically sympathetic to 
and supportive of Israel because 
her husband was or because she 
refused to challenge Israeli Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
when she was secretary of state.

As president, Clinton is far more 
likely to openly clash with Netan-
yahu and try far more energeti-
cally to revive the peace process 
and restore the possibility of a 
two-state solution precisely be-
cause she took such a low profile 
on those issues out of deference to 
US President Barack Obama while 
his secretary of state.

Conversely, Clinton may 
be far more likely to stand 
up to Iran as president. Her 
instincts have always been 
confrontational, for good or 
ill, and US Secretary of State 
John Kerry’s achievement, 
if such it was, in concluding 
the nuclear agreement with 
Iran is less likely to impress 
her, however much she 

praises it on the election trail.
Therefore, on Iran, Saudi and 

Gulf leaders are much more likely 
to receive a sympathetic hearing 
from Clinton than they ever did 

from Obama or Kerry.
However, most of all Clinton can 

be expected to want to be her own 
secretary of state on major issues 
and she will replicate in the White 
House the way she ran the US 
State Department.

That means: for good or ill (most 
likely for good and ill) only three 
aides in her most intimate circle 
will really count as influences on 
her as president: Huma Abedin, 
Sidney Blumenthal and Cheryl 
Mills.

Between now and mid-July, 
a window of opportunity offers 
itself for Arab governments.

Clinton’s only serious chal-
lenger, US Senator Bernie Sanders, 
(D-Vt.) has little chance of winning 
the Democratic nomination. The 
Republicans are far too divided 
and confused to focus their rhe-
torical firepower on Clinton. These 
conditions will likely remain so 
until the major party nominating 
conventions in July.

That means now is the time for 
Arab embassies and diplomats in 
Washington to engage Clinton’s 
“Big Three” advisers in Washing-
ton and, if possible, fly them out 
to the region where they can see 
the opportunities, challenges and 
conditions first hand.

The most powerful and influ-
ential Washington advisers and 
power brokers lead surprisingly 
sheltered lives inside the Beltway: 
With them, a little real world ex-
perience goes a long way. A little 
time taken to engage such figures 
can pay off handsomely in four to 
eight years of sympathetic under-
standing from the West Wing of 
the White House.

Love her or loathe her, Clinton 
is on the wide political freeway 
to coast home to the Democratic 
Party’s nomination for president 
and a dream campaign against a 
confused and chaotic Republican 
Party will follow.

Now, therefore, is the time for 
Arab leaders to show the hospital-
ity and long-term vision for which 
they have been so long famed and 
seek to constructively engage Clin-
ton’s closest aides. The window of 
opportunity is there but it will not 
stay open long.

Martin Sieff is a senior fellow 
of the American University 
in Moscow and the author of 
Gathering Storm: The Seventh 
Era of American History and the 
Coming Crisis that will Lead to It. 
(Amazon-Kindle, 2015).
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