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T
he International Federation of Journalists (IFJ) has 
released a report on media professionals who have 
been killed since 1990.

The report reveals that during the last 26 years, 
there have been 473 reporters and media staff killed 
in the Arab world and the Middle East out of 2,297 
killed worldwide, making the region one of the most 

dangerous places for reporters to work.
Not surprisingly, Iraq accounts for the highest toll among all 

countries in the region (309 killed). War and terror in Syria and the 
civil war in Algeria (during the North African country’s “black 
decade”) account for most of the other casualties among media 
professionals in the Arab world and the Middle East.

In 2015, 112 media professionals were killed, including 25 in the 
Arab world and the Middle East. Among these were ten in Iraq and 
Yemen, six in Libya and five in Syria.

IFJ Senior Vice-President Younes M’jahed sees a pattern during 
the last five years as journalists are increasingly “being subjected 
to shocking and brutal attacks by terrorists and violent extremist 
groups”.

That was the case in Libya where five media professionals 
working for Al-Barka TV, a local broadcaster, were killed last April 
in the city of Al-Bayda in the eastern part of the country. They had 
been kidnapped near an Ansar al-Sharia (an al-Qaeda-affiliated 
jihadist group) checkpoint in the vicinity of the jihadist strong-
hold of Derna.

There was also Naji Jerf, a Syrian journalist and film-maker who 
had documented the atrocities of the Islamic State (ISIS) before 
being killed in the Turkish town of Gaziantep last December

There was Ghazi al-Obeidi, an Iraqi journalist who was kid-
napped then executed by ISIS last July for an article he wrote.

There was Kenji Goto, a Japanese freelance correspondent who 
was beheaded by ISIS in February 2015 in retaliation for his 
country’s stand on the war against the terror group.

However, the salient trend in 2015, as in most recent years, is 
that media fatalities are virtually all among local reporters and 
staff. The risks involved in war and terror seem to have driven 
away foreign correspondents and left Arab reporters mostly alone 
covering the killing fields of the region.

One of the problems that media organisations are trying to deal 
with is the impunity surrounding the murder of reporters. IFJ 
President Jim Boumelha says his organisation is leading a 
“long-running campaign to end impunity for violence against 
media professionals”.

But that campaign is likely to take a long time: According to the 
IFJ’s estimates only one of ten killings is ever investigated. 
M’jahed notes that since the early 1990s no fewer than 50 journal-
ists, including four foreign correspondents, have been killed in 
the Palestinian territories, but there is no progress in investigating 
the deaths.

To reduce the risks they face, Arab reporters and their employ-
ers should improve safety training and accept that not all stories 
are worth the risks involved. But first and foremost, the globally 
accepted norm of media professionals being treated as neutral 
parties should be respected. Wars are ugly enough without 
reporters paying the ultimate price for keeping the rest of us 
informed.

Arab journalists paying 
a steep price for war 
and terror

W
ith the 11th 
anniversary of 
the 
assassination of 
Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik 

Hariri fast approaching, it has 
become increasingly apparent — 
with the passage of each year — 
just how much this crime ties in 
with Iran’s regional expansionist 
project.

What we are seeing today in 
Lebanon is just another chapter of 
Iranian expansionism. This began 
with Hezbollah failing to abide by 
the rules of the political game in 
Lebanon, refusing to lay down its 
arms under the pretext of resist-
ing Israel.

Since its inception, Hezbollah 
has rejected the Taif agreement, 
which marked the end of Leba-
non’s civil war and provided the 
basis for its current political 
system. Since it first entered 
politics, Hezbollah was content to 
remain on the outside as long as 
Lebanon was under Syrian 
tutelage. It only took the initiative 
to participate in government after 
Hariri’s assassination.

Hezbollah initially participated 
indirectly in the government in 
2005 and 2006 via Labour minis-
ter Trad Hamadeh. Following this, 
Hezbollah participated in every 
Lebanese government until it 
controlled one-third of the 
government and held de facto veto 
power over any government 
action, until Lebanon reached the 
presidential vacuum witnessed 
today.

The death of Hariri was the 
turning point for Lebanon, 
domestically and regionally. This 
was a tragedy that exposed the 
true face of Iran’s regional project, 
which Hezbollah’s military 
intervention in Syria today is an 
integral part of.

Is the alliance between Hezbol-
lah and Maronite Christian 
politician Michel Aoun and his 
Free Patriotic Movement a 

coincidence, particularly 
given that these are the 
two parties that reject 
the Taif agreement?

Aoun served as acting 
prime minister during 
the vital time in Leba-
non’s history that led to 
the signing of the Taif 
agreement and the 
drafting of a new 
constitution that 
culminated in the 

presidency of Rene Moawad.
Everything that Hezbollah has 

done since Hariri’s assassination 

has sought to end the Taif 
agreement. All the statements 
issued by Hezbollah chief Hassan 
Nasrallah are for domestic 
consumption. He seems to believe 
that time is on the side of the 
Iranian project, particularly given 
that President Bashar Assad 
remains in power in neighbouring 
Syria.

Hezbollah believes that the 
balance of power that led to the 
Taif agreement no longer applies. 
More than this, there is a belief 
among many in Lebanon and 
beyond that the Taif agreement 
should have come to an end with 
Hariri, particularly as there are no 
longer any Syrian forces in 
Lebanon to implement this based 
on their biased understanding.

It was the blood of Hariri that 
cleansed the Syrians from 
Lebanon. The difference between 
Iran and Syria is that Iran does not 
want to merely exploit the Taif 
agreement to serve its own 
interests, it wants to overhaul the 
deal and take control of every-
thing in Lebanon, from its 
government to its banking sector.

Iran wants to completely hijack 
Lebanon, in the same manner that 
it hijacked the noble Shia sect, and 
turn this into a hostage. It wants 
an alternative to the Taif agree-
ment that enshrines Hezbollah’s 
de facto veto power and a new 
election law that weakens Sunnis 
and Christians.

It is true that Hariri is absent, 
that little has worked in Lebanon 
since his assassination. It is true 
that Lebanon’s institutes, or what 
remains of them, are under threat. 
It is true that Hezbollah is seeking 
to spread across all branches of 
power in the country, while 
Lebanon’s foreign policy today is 
subservient to Iran.

But it is also true that questions 
remain as to whether Tehran will 
be able to follow through on its 
project in Lebanon and change the 
balance of power in the region in 
its favour.

What is clear is that Lebanon is 
in an unenviable position. With 
every year that passes since the 
assassination of Hariri, new 
dimensions of Iran’s project are 
revealed that are targeting more 
than one regional state to change 
the very nature of the Middle 
East.

Khairallah Khairallah is a Lebanese 
writer. The commentary was 
translated and adapted from the 
Arabic. It was originally published 
in the London-based Al Arab 
newspaper.
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