
5January 29, 2016

News & Analysis Egypt

Cairo

T 

he economic and secu-
rity costs of Egypt’s 2011 
uprising were huge but 
many of the uprising’s po-
litical aspirations remain 

unfulfilled, experts and revolution-
aries say.

The movement, which started on 
social media as an expression of an-
ger against police brutality, under-
mined Egypt’s security apparatus, 
with ramifications that continue to 
reverberate.

“Tens of police stations were 
torched, several jails broken and 
tens of thousands of inmates let 
loose, including some who con-
tinue to stage attacks against police 
and army personnel,” retired police 
major-general Farouk Megrahi said. 
“A sizeable portion of the terrorism 
we suffer from now can be traced 
back to all this.”

According to the Egyptian Inte-
rior Ministry, 720 police officers 
have been killed and 18,000 others 
injured since the 2011 revolution, 
which started January 25th — usu-
ally Police Day. Over 18 days, Cairo’s 
Tahrir Square, where most of the 
protests occurred, became a world-
wide symbol of political change.

The uprising ended president 
Hosni Mubarak’s three decades 
of rule. It also created an unprec-
edented security vacuum because 
of the wiping out of Egypt’s inter-
nal intelligence service, which col-
lected information about terrorists, 
religious extremists and jihadists.

Some jihadists attacking the 
army and police in the Sinai penin-
sula and other areas are believed to 
have escaped from jail during the 
uprising.

The Muslim Brotherhood stood 
back from participating in the up-
rising at first but joined in after 
the security system collapsed. The 
Brotherhood spearheaded attacks 
on internal intelligence offices and, 
when it took power, worked to 
eliminate the service, which had 
closely monitored its violent mem-
bers.

Egyptian officials needed a long 
time to re-establish a new internal 

secret service from scratch.
Five years after the uprising 

Egypt continues to suffer economic 
losses, especially in tourism.

“Tourists came in their millions 
and revenues from all economic 
sectors in their billions,” said Yumn 
al-Hamaqi, a Cairo University eco-
nomics professor. “There were 
enough foreign currency reserves 
in the Central Bank to cover our 
country’s imports for a long time.”

Egypt under Mubarak annually 
attracted 12 million foreign tourists 
who injected $14 billion into the 
economy. The country has since 
struggled to come close to this fig-
ure. In 2015, 9.3 million tourists 
visited Egypt, down 6% from the 
number of tourists visiting in 2014, 
according to the Tourism Ministry. 
Tourism revenues were $6.1 billion 
in 2015, down 15% from the year be-
fore, it says.

When Mubarak stepped down, 
there was $36 billion in foreign cur-

rency reserves in Egypt’s coffers. 
Now, the reserves are less than 
$17 billion, although Egypt has re-
ceived about $20 billion in finan-
cial assistance from Gulf countries 
since June 2013.

With oil prices reaching record 
lows and its Gulf friends suffering 
budget deficits, Egypt is turning to 
the World Bank for help, reported-
ly seeking up to $6 billion in loans. 
Egypt has also tried to woo inves-
tors by launching a series of major 
projects, including a huge indus-
trial hub near the Suez Canal.

The political gains Egypt made 
from Mubarak’s overthrow do not 
equal the security and economic 
devastation it sustained as a result. 

Egypt seems to be politically 
going back to square one. Most of 
the symbols of the anti-Mubarak 
uprising languish in jail; political 
freedoms, including the right to 
peaceful assembly, the revolution 
opened the door to are eroding; 
and the police abuses are again ap-
parent, revolutionaries say.

Almost all the leaders of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, including for-
mer president Muhammad Morsi, 
are also in jail. Morsi is blamed by 
many of causing the military’s re-
turn to power by failing to unite 
Egypt or address its economic and 
political woes during his one-year 
rule.

In contrast, Mubarak’s two sons 
and most of the figures of his re-
gime, who were imprisoned at the 
beginning of the 2011 revolt for cor-

ruption, embezzlement and use of 
force against protesters, are out of 
jail.

The military is back in power 
with President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, 
the former defence minister, hold-
ing power after elections gener-
ally seen as free and fair. Sisi enjoys 
massive public support.

“Five years after the revolution, 
youths are still far away from po-
litical empowerment, although 
they were at the forefront of it,” 
said Tarek al-Kholi, one of the Tah-
rir Square revolutionaries. “The 
revolution failed to translate into 
a political project on the ground, 
which is, I think, the reason for all 
its shortcomings.”

Nevertheless, Kholi, in his late 
30s, is now a member of parlia-
ment, 40% of whose members are 
younger than 45 years old.

Khaled Osama is an Egyptian 
reporter based in Cairo.
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Pro-government protesters holding Egyptian national f lags in Alexandria on the fifth anniversary of the uprising that ended the reign of 
Hosni Mubarak in Alexandria, on January 25th.

The uprising ended 
president Hosni 
Mubarak’s three 
decades of rule. It 
also created an 
unprecedented 
security vacuum.
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M 

ultiple agreements 
signed by Egypt and 
China will significant-
ly push the Egyptian 
economy forward, 

link the country’s development ef-
forts with those of China and at-
tract additional Chinese investment 
to Egypt, economists and the Egyp-
tian government said.

Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
making his first state visit to Egypt 
on January 20th, and his delega-
tion signed agreements expanding 
cooperation with Egypt in various 
sectors, including infrastructure, 
electricity, trade, space, industry 
and, most importantly, the Suez Ca-
nal region.

“Xi pledged to encourage quali-
fied Chinese companies to invest in 
Egypt,” economist Fakhry al-Fiqqi 
said. “This is actually very impor-
tant to our country, which is badly 
in need of these investments.”

China invests $500 million in 
Egypt at present, according to the 
Egyptian government, compared to 
approximately $25 billion Beijing in-
vests in the African continent.

Egypt, trying to gain a more im-
portant spot on China’s investment 
map, showed Chinese investors 
a host of planned major projects, 
including the Suez Canal region, 
which is foreseen as a mega-inter-
national industrial and service in-
vestment hub.

A Chinese company was selected 

to implement most of the infra-
structure of Egypt’s new adminis-
trative capital, a sprawling mega-
city almost ten times the size of 
Paris. The new capital will include 
commercial and financial centres, 
residential areas, shopping malls, 
recreational parks and a govern-
mental district.

Beside investments, however, 
Egypt hopes rebalance its lopsided 
trade with China. Beijing does $251.1 
billion in trade with Arab partners 
each year with about $12 billion in-

volving Egypt. Of that, only $1 bil-
lion represents Egyptian goods sent 
to China.

Egypt’s markets have been inun-
dated with large amounts of cheap 
Chinese products, ranging from 
sewing needles and plastic dolls, 
to cars and tractors. This wipes out 
Egyptian industry and costs tens of 
thousands Egyptian jobs.

To redress the imbalance, eco-
nomics Professor Mohamed Diab 
says Egypt needs to learn from the 
Asian economic giant, especially 

when it comes to mass production 
and the ability to have a presence in 
world markets.

“This is important if our coun-
try will turn into an exporter from 
a mere recipient of world goods,” 
Diab said. “To do this, we should fo-
cus on industrial investments when 
it comes to countries like China.”

Egypt has a lot to interest Chinese 
investors, experts said. Cairo has 
embarked on a nuclear power pro-
gramme in which China could play 
a role. Egypt also started building 
enormous solar power stations in 
the western desert. Egypt’s textile 
and steel production sectors are, 
economists said, fertile fields for 
Chinese investments.

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi has visited China twice. In 
2014, he signed an agreement with 
Xi to raise Egypt’s relations with 
China to the level of strategic part-
nership.

In August 2014, Egypt opened a 
parallel channel to the Suez Canal 
to allow two-way transits for the 
first time. Sisi says the canal will be 
an important landmark on the Belt 
and Road Initiative, a plan unveiled 
in 2013 by China to — as officially 
stated — connect Asia, Africa and 
Europe. Xi and Sisi signed a docu-
ment that includes a plan for further 

cooperation in the next five years. 
China also pledged to offer train-
ing to 2,000 Egyptians in different 
fields in the same period.

Above all, China deposited $1.7 
billion in Egypt’s Central Bank to 
boost the country’s foreign cur-
rency reserves, which had been 
remarkably affected by its political 
and security turmoil.

China appears to be starting to 
play a more active international 
role, specifically on the Arab stage, 
one marked with conflicts and wars, 
political observers said.

In Cairo, the second Arab capital 
he visited after Riyadh, Xi went to 
the Arab League headquarters, ad-
dressed member state representa-
tives and stipulated his country’s 
vision for solving the problems of 
the region.

He said the region’s conflicts 
should be resolved through dia-
logue, development and the crea-
tion of hope.

Political observers in Egypt said 
China seeks to pursue an active for-
eign policy, one that makes it more 
engaged in conflict regions.

“This is a very important coun-
try that speaks, almost for the first 
time, about its desire to participate 
in resolving world conflicts, espe-
cially in the Arab region,” Tarek 
Fahmi, a political science professor 
at Cairo University, said. “This is of 
huge importance and can signifi-
cantly contribute to resolving these 
conflicts after years of fighting.”

Ibrahim Ouf is an Egyptian 
reporter based in Cairo.

Egypt, China edge closer
Ibrahim Ouf

Children carrying Chinese flags cheer as Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi (L), walks with Chinese President Xi Jinping (R) 
during their meeting in Cairo, on January 21st.

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping made his 
first state visit to 
Egypt on January 
20th.


