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Agenda

We welcome submissions of 
calendar items related to 
cultural events of interest 
to travellers in the Middle 
East and North Africa.

Please send tips to: 
editor@thearabweekly.com

Beirut: 
Through January 

The Artwork Shop Christ-
mas Bazaar is an exhi-
bition that takes place 
Monday-Saturday in The 
Artwork Shop-Beirut. 
Handmade jewellery, 
Christmas decorations and 
food, knitwear, handcraft-
ed patchwork, handmade 
ceramics, Santa’s lucky dip 
and personalised products 
are exhibited.

Algiers: 
Through February 11th

The National Museum 
of Contemporary Art in 
Algiers hosts its seventh 
International Festival of 
Contomporary Art. Artists 
from Greece, France, Bra-
zil, Morocco, Mali, Algeria, 
Congo, Senegal and other 
countries are participating 
in the 2016 event.

Dubai: 
Through April 9th

Global Village is the largest 
seasonal cultural ex-
travaganza in the region. 
Visitors can enjoy an array 
of festivals, shopping 
and entertainment in an 
open-air theme park. The 
entertainment and shop-
ping destination hosts 
more than 70 participating 
countries with presenta-
tions in more than three 
dozen pavilions. There 
are more than 50 fun rides 
and 26 restaurants offer-
ing food from around the 
world.

Dubai: 
January 22nd-23rd

Alserkal Avenue in Dubai 
will host the Quoz Arts 
Festival. The festival 
includes live art, murals, 
workshops, film screen-
ings, gallery openings and 
live music performed and 
created by local talents. 
Alserkal Avenue will be 
open all day during the 
exhibition.

Marrakech: 
January 31st

The 27th Marrakech 
International Marathon 
features more than 7,000 
runners, including inter-
nationally known athletes, 
from all over the world. In 
addition to the main race, 
Marrakech will host vari-
ous tourist activities and 
street shows.

Doha: 
During January

Souq Waqif Spring Festi-
val brings together street 
performers, puppet and 
musical shows, along with 
African circus performers, 
magicians and a range of 
slightly surreal one-off 
events, including a human 
cannonball and bungee 
jumping.

Carthage, Tunisia

O 

verlooking the harbour, 
marble statues and de-
caying walls welcome 
visitors to the ancient 
city of Carthage, which 

once rivaled powerful empires and 
ruled the Mediterranean. The pano-
ramic view from the city reminds 
onlookers of battles fought by men 
seeking to rule this land. Today, 
it rests in reverent silence, undis-
turbed.

Dating to the ninth century BC, 
Carthage is now a residential sea-
side suburb endowed with beautiful 
scenery and historic value. The ru-
ins of Carthage remain one of the ar-
ea’s most popular tourist attractions 
for the unique collection of Punic 
and Roman archaeological sites. 
Since 1979, the ruins of Carthage 
have been listed as UNESCO World 
Heritage Site.

Carthage was founded by Phoeni-
cians from Tyre under the leader-
ship of Princess Dido. Fleeing her 
brother’s rule, Dido and her com-
panions found refuge in a place 
where she established the city of 
Carthage or Kart-hadasht — the 
New City. Accounts of the founda-
tion of Carthage vary. One of the 
most popular myths was that Dido 
was granted by a Berber chieftain as 
much land as could be covered with 
a single oxhide. Dido is said to have 
cut an oxhide into strips that she 
used to circle the hill.

“The story of Dido is surround-
ed with myths but there is always 
some truth to the myth. The ar-
chives of the city of Tyre by histo-
rian Justine suggest that Dido fled 
the dictatorship of her brother. In 
this account, the story of Dido com-
prises all the elements necessary 
for the birth of a new civilisation: 
knowledge of politics, intelligence 
and strategising,” said Abdelaziz 
Belkhodja, whose writings about 
Carthage delve into distinguishing 
facts from myth.

Carthage became the capital of an 
empire under Dido’s reign. It was 
built on a triangular peninsula with 
low hills. The location offered ac-
cess to the Mediterranean but still 
shielded it from threats.

The rise of Carthage resulted in 
rivalry with Syracuse, Numidia and 
Rome leading to a series of inva-
sions. It was during the lengthy Pu-
nic wars that Carthage occupied ter-
ritories that belonged to Rome until 
it fell in the hands of the Romans. 

Carthage was destroyed and rebuilt.
Carthage was an example of one 

of the earliest forms of democracy. 
Aristotle, the Greek philosopher, 
wrote on Carthaginian politics and 
deemed it one of the best govern-
ing systems, along with some Greek 
states.

“Aristotle mentioned that the re-
public of Carthage had one of the 
best constitutions in the world. This 
constitution was specific to the re-
public of Carthage and not an imita-
tion of the Greek one. The republic 
of Carthage is possibly the first de-
mocracy in the world,” Belkhodja 
said.

“Aristotle also said that Carthage 
has never seen a tyrant or witnessed 
an uprising against the ruler of 
Carthage. All this gives a fascinat-
ing portrait of the political system 
of Carthage.”

In addition to Dido, Carthage gave 
birth to the warrior Hannibal, the 
navigator Hannon and the famous 
agronomist Magon.

“Carthage was the richest country 
in the world back then. It was a cos-
mopolitan country where people 
talk all languages. It was a museum 
city, where people showcased the 
artefacts. They did not put them in 
museums but showcased them in 
public,” Belkhodja said.

Different civilisations succeeded 
in Carthage, creating a unique his-
tory characterised by diversity. To-
day, visitors can explore the rich-
ness of the history and culture of 
Carthage through Punic, Roman, 
Vandal, Paleo-Christian and Arab 
ruins that testify to the multicultur-
alism of the city.

The major known components of 
the site of Carthage are the Punic 
ports, the ruins of Byrsa, the Punic 
Tophet, theatre and amphitheatre. 
The ruins of Carthage contain the 
Antonine Baths, one of the larg-
est Roman baths outside of Rome. 
Carthage’s Punic heritage can also 
be explored in the kiln and cem-
etery.

“Today, there is only little left of 
the city as Rome destroyed Punic 
Carthage and built on the old ru-
ins. But the archaeological site still 
contains the Hannibal neighbour-
hood… It showed that Carthage re-
mained strong after the war,” Belk-
hodja said.

“We are still uncovering the truth 
about the history of Carthage. There 
was a myth that Carthage people 
used to sacrifice their children. We 
found out it was a lie by Rome to 
justify the destruction of the town.”

In 1985, the mayor of Carthage 
and the mayor of Rome signed a 
symbolic treaty to officially end the 
conflict between their cities, which 
technically lasted more than 2,100 
years due to the absence of a peace 
treaty.

“Today we need the heritage of 
Carthage to strive for a renaissance 
and to revive the old values, Belk-
hodja said. “This is what we need 
now: to be reminded of the beauty 
and greatness of Carthage.”

The splendour 
of Carthage 
provides 
inspiration
Roua Khlifi

The Antonine Baths.

The Antonine Baths.

The Magon Quarter, the only Punic archaeological remains after 
the destruction of Carthage by the Romans in 246 BC.

Carthage was 
founded by 
Phoenicians from 
Tyre under the 
leadership of 
Princess Dido.

The Punic Port of Carthage.


