
A year of mass migration, war, terror 
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2015 in review

S P E C I A L  I S S U E

Jihadism goes global. Terror was 
shown to have no boundaries 
— either geographically or in 
terms of savagery — as a series of 
attacks on November 13th, 2015, 
in Paris ended with the deaths of 
130 people. This Paris makeshift 
memorial mourned the victims 
two days later. Attackers — all EU 
citizens — used guns and suicide 
bombs in assaults on cafés, a 
stadium and a concert hall. The 
Islamic State (ISIS) claimed the 
killings were in retaliation for 
French participation in the air 
campaign against the group in 
Syria and Iraq. French President 
François Hollande called the 
Paris attacks an “act of war”.

Fleeing under ISIS. The Islamic 
State (ISIS) controlled parts of Syria 
and Iraq through a reign of terror. 
Ritualistic killings — beheadings 
and burning victims alive 
— and other atrocities were 
carried out by ISIS operatives 
against those who refused 
to accept their form of Islam 
or live by their overbearing 
dictates. The situation was 
so dire that thousands 
risked the hardships of lives 
as refugees rather than remain 
under ISIS rule.

War in Yemen. A boy carries 
containers to one of the few 
sources of drinkable water, as 
humanitarian crisis followed 
military action in Yemen. A 
Saudi-led coalition battled 
Iran-supported Houthi rebels 
since March 2015.

Russian comeback. As illustrated by Russia’s submarine
Rostov-on-Don sailing through the Bosphorus, a massive 
military incursion in September re-established a powerful 
Russian presence in the Middle East.

Hierarchy reset. Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud (C) set 
the order of succession to the Saudi throne, naming his nephew 
Mohammed bin Nayef bin Abdulaziz (R) crown prince and his son 
Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz (L) deputy crown prince.

The Year of the Migrant. The body of Aylan Kurdi, a 3-year-old Syrian refugee who 
died trying to reach Greece, lies on a Turkish beach in a heart-rending image that 
gave a face to the migrants’ plight.

Syria tragedy continues. A man plays guitar 
amid the rubble of buildings destroyed in 
attacks on Aleppo in northern Syria.

July 14th deal. US Secretary of State John Kerry 
(R), with Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 
(L) after agreement on Iran nuclear programme.

Arab Nobel Peace Prize. Norwegian Nobel official Kaci Kullmann Five (L) presents members of the Tunisian National Dialogue Quartet with the Nobel Peace Prize on 
December 10, 2015. The civil society organisations were honoured for helping Tunisia develop a “pluralistic democracy”. Tunisia was lauded for being a rare success in 
the “Arab spring”.
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