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Ceasefire breaches hinder Yemen talks, Arab coalition blames Houthis

Geneva

U 

N-sponsored Yemen 
peace talks in Geneva 
are increasingly in 
doubt because of alle-
gations by the interna-

tionally recognised Yemeni govern-
ment and the Iran-allied Houthis of 
ceasefire breaches and the refusal 
of Houthis to release senior Yemeni 
officials they are holding.

Brigadier-General Ahmed al-
Assiri of the Saudi coalition said 
the Iran-allied Houthis had repeat-
edly broken the ceasefire, which 
was supposed to begin at midday 
December 15th, and that his forces 
were responding.

The truce was intended to last 
seven days and coincide with talks 
seeking to end the nine-month-old 
war between the Houthis based in 
Yemen’s north and Saudi-backed 
southern and eastern fighters loyal 

to Yemeni President Abd Rabbo 
Mansour Hadi.

Nearly 6,000 people have been 
killed and millions displaced in 
the fighting as the country faces a 
mounting humanitarian crisis.

“The number of violations is 
around 150 and this does not show 
honest intentions,” Assiri told Sau-
di-government-run al-Ekhbariya 
television.

“We urge the United Nations to 
clarify to the Houthis that there 
will be no patience towards these 
practices and the truce could col-
lapse at any moment,” he said, 
adding that Saudi Arabia would not 
tolerate attacks on its border from 
Yemen.

The closed-door peace talks in 
Switzerland, which also began 
December 15th, were suspended, 

according to sources, after the 
Houthis rejected demands by the 
Hadi government to free senior of-
ficials, including Defence Minister 
Mahmoud al-Subaihi and Hadi’s 
brother, Nasser.

Instead of facilitating direct 
talks, UN Special Envoy to Yemen 
Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed was 
shuttling between the two sides 
trying to bridge differences.

According to the United Nations, 
Saudi-led air strikes hit Sana’a on 
December 16th and major ground 
fighting was reported in the south-
ern city of Taiz. Breaches of the 
ceasefire were also reported in the 
province of Marib and provinces on 
border with Saudi Arabia.

Local media reported that there 
was a prisoner exchange in which 
more than 200 fighters from both 
sides were repatriated with hun-
dreds of others expected to soon be 
returned.

The prisoner exchange took 
place in the Yafa’a district of the 
southern province of Lahj, along 
the border with the central prov-
ince of Bayda, witnesses said.

The conflict in Yemen pits the 
Iran-supported Houthi rebels and 
allied fighters, who support for-
mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh, 
against forces loyal to the Hadi gov-
ernment and an Arab coalition led 
by Saudi Arabia, which launched 
an air war against the rebels on 
March 26th.
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A Saudi woman casts her ballot 
during municipal elections in 
Riyadh. In a historic milestone, 
voters elected 21 Saudi 
women to regional municipal 
councils, the first election in 
the kingdom to allow female 
participation. More than 900 
women were among the 6,440 
candidates competing for 284 
council seats, the only official 
body contested democratically 
in the kingdom. In Saudi 
Arabia women are forbidden 
from driving and need a male 
guardian’s written permission 
to travel or work, which 
leaves females in the kingdom 
in a state of perpetual co-
dependency. However, more 
than half of Saudi university 
graduates are women and since 
2010 the number of employed 
Saudi women jumped 48%, 
more than twice the rate of the 
male counterparts.
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Pro-Houthi fighters attend a tribal gathering in Sana’a on December 15th.
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UK: Muslim Brotherhood ties 
are ‘indicator of extremism’
London

B 

ritish Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron said the 
findings of a review of 
Egypt’s Muslim Brother-
hood support the view 

that membership in the Islamist 
organisation or association with it 
“should be considered as a possible 
indicator of extremism”.

The study could lead to the Broth-
erhood being banned in the United 
Kingdom, the Guardian newspaper 
reported, although that step 
was not yet taken.

The long-delayed review 
into the organisation was 
commissioned in 2014 to 
examine whether the group 
put British national secu-
rity at risk. Cameron ordered 
Britain’s intelligence agen-
cies to investigate the phi-
losophy and activities of the 

Muslim Brotherhood.
“Parts of the Muslim Brother-

hood have a highly ambiguous re-
lationship with violent extremism,” 
Cameron said in a statement. “Both 
as an ideology and as a network it 
has been a rite of passage for some 
individuals and groups who have 
gone on to engage in violence and 
terrorism.”

“The main findings of the re-
view support the conclusion that 
membership of, association with, 
or influence by, the Muslim Broth-
erhood should be considered as a 
possible indicator of extremism.”

Egyptian President Abdel 

Fattah al-Sisi cracked down on the 
Muslim Brotherhood after his Is-
lamist predecessor Muhammad 
Morsi, a member of the group, 
was ousted in 2013. Egyptian au-
thorities accused the movement 
of involvement in attacks on se-
curity forces and of maintaining 
links with Islamic State-affiliated 
terrorist cells. The Brotherhood has 
denied involvement in terrorist ac-
tivities in Egypt and elsewhere.

Egypt, Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates have banned the 
Muslim Brotherhood, labelling it a 
“terrorist” organisation. Cameron 
did not immediately ban the group 

but did say members were 
“possible extremists”.

Cameron said Muslim Broth-
erhood-associated and 

-influenced groups had 
sometimes characterised 
Britain as fundamentally 
hostile to the Muslim 
faith and identity and 
expressed support for 
attacks conducted by Pal-

estinian Islamist group Hamas.
“Aspects of the Muslim Broth-

erhood’s ideology and activities 
therefore run counter to British val-
ues of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, equality and the 
mutual respect and tolerance of dif-
ferent faiths and beliefs,” he said.

Cameron said the British gov-
ernment would keep under review 
the views and activities of Muslim 
Brotherhood associates in Britain 
and whether the group met the le-
gal test for proscription as a terror-
ist organisation.

While not declaring an outright 
ban on the organisation, Cameron 
said Britain would continue to re-
fuse visas to members and associ-
ates of the group who have made 
extremist comments and it would 
intensify its scrutiny of the views 
and activities of Muslim Brother-
hood members, associates and af-
filiates overseas.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in London.

Cameron said 
Britain would 
intensify its scrutiny 
of the views and 
activities of Muslim 
Brotherhood.
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