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Trump’s call to ban 
Muslims from US 
sparks outrage

Washington

R 

epublican presiden-
tial candidate Donald 
Trump’s proposal to ban 
Muslims from entering 
the United States — his 

knee-jerk reaction to the Islamic 
State-inspired terror attack in San 
Bernardino, California — has been 
met with widespread rebuke, in-
cluding from leaders of his own 
party.

Paul Ryan, R-Wis., and speaker of 
the US House of Representatives, 
said Trump’s proposal “is not what 
this party stands for. More impor-
tantly, it is not what this country 
stands for.”

Dozens of other Republicans 
joined in, including Trump’s presi-
dential campaign opponents. Jeb 
Bush, the former governor of Flor-
ida, said Trump “is unhinged” and 
that his bigotry towards Muslims 
would end up helping Democrat 
Hillary Clinton win election. Even 
former Republican vice-president 
Dick Cheney, who is not regarded as 
a sympathetic figure in the Arab and 
Muslim communities, said Trump’s 
proposal “goes against everything 
we stand for and believe in”.

White House spokesman Josh 
Earnest termed Trump’s proposal 
“deeply offensive” and “morally 
reprehensible”. It “runs counter to 
the US Constitution” and threatens 
national security, he said, and “dis-
qualifies [Trump] from serving as 
president”.

True to form, Trump refused to 
apologise or even backtrack. In re-
sponse to criticism from fellow Re-
publicans, he made thinly veiled 
threats to run as an independent 
candidate if he does not win the 
party’s nomination.

After Mitt Romney’s defeat in 
the 2012 presidential race, many 

mainstream Republicans ar-

gued that the party needed to reach 
out to minority voters. Nearly four 
years later, the party’s presidential 
front runner has called Mexican im-
migrants “rapists”, expressed sup-
port for the physical assault on an 
African-American protester at one 
of his rallies and now has called for 
a ban on Muslims entering the Unit-
ed States. While Muslims represent 
about only 3% of the US popula-
tion, they vote at rates considerably 
higher than the national average.

A USA Today poll of likely Repub-
lican primary voters taken prior to 
Trump’s remarks about banning 
Muslims showed him with 27% 
support, ahead of second-place US 
Senator Ted Cruz, R-Texas, who had 
17%.

As disturbing as Trump’s popular-
ity is, it is important to keep things 
in perspective: The poll quoted 
above reveals that only about three 
out of ten Republicans support 
Trump. It is safe to assume that his 
support among independent voters 
is less than this and among Demo-
crats virtually non-existent.

The bottom line is that Donald 
Trump most likely will never occu-
py the Oval Office but in the ensuing 
12 months, his hateful and vitriolic 
rhetoric could cause considerable 
damage to America’s image and 
potentially fatal damage to Republi-
can hopes of recapturing the White 
House.

Mark Habeeb is East-West editor 
of The Arab Weekly and adjunct 
professor of Global Politics and 
Security at Georgetown University 
in Washington.
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Desperately seeking tourists, Egypt opens airport museum

Cairo

R 

eeling from the effects 
of the bombing of a 
Russian passenger jet, 
Egyptian tourism au-
thorities have set up a 

mini-museum of ancient, Roman 
and Islamic artefacts at Cairo In-
ternational Airport, hoping to 
tempt transit passengers to return 
for a visit.

“The museum aims to offer trav-
ellers, who are here for a few hours 
or minutes, access into Egypt’s di-
verse and interesting civilisation,” 
said Reham Salah, the head of the 
museums section at the Egyp-
tian Antiquities Ministry, which 
opened the facility on December 
7th. “The artefacts exhibited at 
the museum can give visitors a 
quick and brief idea about what 
the history of this country looks 
like.”

Egypt’s tourism sector received 

a painful blow from the Russian 
plane crash in Sinai on October 
31st, which killed all 224 passen-
gers and crew on board.

A few days after the crash, Rus-
sia, which used to send around 3 
million tourists to Egypt every 
year, suspended flights to the Red 

Sea resorts of Sharm el-Sheikh and 
Hurghada. Britain, which used to 
send 1 million tourists to Egypt 
every year, also suspended flights 
to the resorts.

Tourism expert Reem Fawzi said 
the Russian and British moves left 
Egypt’s tourism sector in a “de-
plorable” condition.

“Every day that passes under 
these suspensions brings tourism 
investors untold losses,” Fawzi 
said. “This is why tourism authori-
ties have to move in all directions 
to bring tourists back.”

The airport museum houses 38 
pieces that tell the story of differ-

ent eras of Egyptian history. The 
museum houses Greek and Roman 
artefacts and Coptic paintings, 
along with coins from various pe-
riods of the country’s history.

One of the artefacts is of the 
Seated Scribe, which features an 
ancient Egyptian scribe at work.

Antiquities Minister Mamdouh 
al-Damati said the museum will 
help boost tourism and give trav-
ellers the chance to have a quick 
peek at ancient Egyptian civilisa-
tion.

Tourism is a main foreign cur-
rency earner for cash-strapped 
Egypt. In 2014, about 10 million 
foreign tourists visited the coun-
try, bringing in $7.5 billion in rev-
enues, a 27% increase compared 
to 2013.

Egyptian officials were hop-
ing that the tourism sector would 
have fully recovered from the ef-
fects of the 2011 uprising and its 
aftermath by the end of 2015.

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab Weekly.

Amr Emam

A limestone statue of a seated scribe, that dates from the 
Old Kingdom, 2465-2323BC, at the new museum at the Cairo 
International Airport.

The airport 
museum houses 38 
pieces that tell the 
story of different 
eras of Egyptian 
history.
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel (L) and German Defence Minister 
Ursula von der Leyen talk during a meeting of the German Federal 
Parliament, Bundestag, in Berlin, on December 4th.  Germany’s 
lower house of parliament approved government plans to join the 
anti-Islamic State (ISIS) military campaign in Syria on a 445-146 
vote. Germany will send six Tornado reconnaissance jets, a fri-
gate and up to 1,200 personnel to the region but will play a strictly 
non-combat role in the fight against ISIS. “The goal… is to fight and 
contain ISIS and destroy their safe havens and their ability to lead 
worldwide terror operations,” von der Leyen said after the vote.
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