
11December 4, 2015

News & Analysis Gulf

London

S 

audi Arabia blacklisted 12 
senior Hezbollah leaders 
and officials for allegedly 
sponsoring terrorism be-
yond its borders. The indi-

viduals were sanctioned because of 
their responsibilities for operations 
around the Middle East as well as 
“entities acting as investment arms 
for activities of the party”, a state-
ment by the kingdom’s Interior Min-
istry said.

The latest round of sanctions is 
based on a royal decree that tar-
geted terrorists and their support 
systems and included a freeze on 
assets and banning Saudi citizens 
conducting transactions with them.

Among those on the list is Ali 
Mousa Daqduq al-Moussawi, a sen-
ior Hezbollah operative placed on a 
US terror list in 2012 for his alleged 
involvement in 2007 raid in Iraq 
that resulted in the death of five US 
servicemen.

Also on sanctions list is Mustafa 
Badreddine, a man with the same 
name as a Hezbollah operative cur-
rently being tried in absentia by the 
United Nations for the killing of for-
mer Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik 
al-Hariri. The statement wasn’t 
clear if this was the same individual.

The sanctions target Hezbollah 
business owners and their compa-
nies, including an individual named 
Adham Tabaja, and his Al-Inma 
Group for Tourism Activities, and 
Hussein Ali Faour’s Car Care Centre.

Some Saudi analysts see the 
threat of Hezbollah to be on par with 
that of terrorist groups such as al-
Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIS).  
Abdulaziz al-Sager, head of the 
Gulf Research Center said that the 
Iran-allied group poses a significant 
threat to the kingdom and should 

be dealt with in the same manner as 
ISIS and that underestimating the 
group would be a mistake.

Highlighting the regional scope of 
the Saudi sanctions, al-Sager point-
ed to the case of al-Moussawi. “One 
of the names announced was Ali 
Mousa Daqduq (al-Moussawi), a key 
member of the Iranian terror group 
operating against the Iraqi people.”

Al-Sager said that despite al-
Moussawi assassinating a number 
of Iraqi military officials, as well as 
US military men, he was released af-
ter his arrest by US forces by former 
prime minister Nouri al-Maliki, in 
order for him to travel to Lebanon.

Hezbollah’s parliamentary bloc 
criticised the sanctions and accused 
the kingdom of coordinating with 
the United States over a recently 
passed anti-Hezbollah bill.

The Hezbollah International Fi-

nancing Prevention Act of 2015 
was passed in the US Senate unani-
mously on November 17th. Tyler 
Stapleton, deputy director at the 
Foundation for Defense of Democ-
racies, said the legislation would 
classify Hezbollah as a “significant” 
drug trafficker and a transnational 
criminal organisation,  This would 
allow international law enforce-
ment agencies to target the terrorist 
group’s global financing network.

The Iran-supported Lebanese mi-
litia, which Saudi Arabia has desig-
nated as a terrorist organisation, has 
a long history of nefarious activities 

in the Gulf Cooperation Council re-
gion, including domestic offshoots 
of the group.

In August, a 19-year manhunt 
came to an end when Ahmed al-
Mughassil, the main suspect in the 
1996 Khobar Towers bombing, was 
apprehended by Lebanese authori-
ties and extradited to Saudi Ara-
bia. Mughassil, a 48-year-old Saudi 
national and Hezbollah al-Hejaz 
leader, was also found guilty in US 
courts of masterminding the attack 
that killed 19 US military personnel 
and wounded 500 others.

Also in August, security services 
in Kuwait intercepted a large arms 
cache and detained three individu-
als suspected of belonging to a Hez-
bollah cell, who, according to local 
media, were plotting to destabilise 
the country.

According to its Interior Ministry, 
Kuwaiti police found 56 rocket-pro-
pelled grenade shells and various 
types of ammunition at a farm on 
the Kuwait-Iraq border be longing 
to one of the suspects. The ministry 
also seized weapons, ammunition 
and explosive material in the homes 
of the other suspects.

In June, Saudi Arabia designated 
two high-ranking Hezbollah of-
ficials as terrorists, accusing the 
members of the Lebanese Islamist 
militia of spreading chaos and in-
stability in the Middle East. At the 
time the kingdom identified Khalil 
Youssef Harb and Mohammed Qa-
balan, who were also designated 
as terrorists by the United States in 
2013, for what it described as over-
seeing “violent operations” in the 
Middle East.

The Interior Ministry’s statement 
also vowed that Saudi Arabia would 
continue to fight against terrorist 
activities of Hezbollah by all availa-
ble means and will continue to work 
with partners around the world to 
that effect.
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A 1996 file photo shows a US soldier in front of the blast-shattered 
Khobar Towers housing complex. The attack on the complex killed 
19 Americans in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia.
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A number of Gulf Co-
operation Council 
(GCC) members 
have been working 
to neutralise a chol-

era outbreak, with international 
health organisations warning of a 
region-wide epidemic if the threat 
is not addressed.

The latest outbreak, which origi-

nated in Iraq, has confirmed cases 
reported in Kuwait and Bahrain 
and Oman.

“It (the outbreak) already has a 
regional dynamic and the risk of 
that can only be increased by peo-
ple from all over the region coming 
into Iraq,” UNICEF country direc-
tor Peter Hawkins told Reuters on 
November 5th.

In October, after the diagnoses of 
the first Bahrain national infected 
with the disease, the kingdom’s 
Health Ministry put hospitals on 
cholera alert.

According to the Bahraini Min-
istry of Health, seven individu-
als were infected with cholera. 
Initially authorities quarantined 
55 people arriving from Iraq and 
suspected of carrying the disease. 
Subsequent testing revealed that 
only seven had the disease and all 
have since recovered, health offi-
cials said.

The Kuwaiti Health Ministry de-
nied rumours of a cholera outbreak 
but did confirm that five cases, all 
originating in Iraq, were treated in 
October. Kuwaiti assistant under-

secretary of Public Health Affairs 
advised Kuwaiti nationals, espe-
cially pregnant women, children 
and those suffering from poor 
health, to avoid travelling to Iraq.

In Oman, health officials issued 
a general warning after an Omani 
woman was diagnosed with the 
disease after having recently vis-
ited Iraq.

“The patient who was contract-
ed with cholera is receiving the 
medical care in one of the health 
institutions in the sultanate. Ac-
cording to the medical reports, 
the condition of the patient is sta-
ble and improving,” a Ministry of 
Health statement said, while urg-
ing citizens to follow strict hygiene 
guidelines.

Health ministries in Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates, 
however, issued statements reas-
suring citizens that both countries 
are cholera-free.

The cases confirmed in the GCC 
were all individuals who were in 
Iraq before symptoms ensued. 
This, coupled with the fact that 
millions of Shia Muslims are set to 
embark on a religious pilgrimage 
to Iraq in December, sparked fears 
of a full-blown epidemic.

“The nature of cholera is such 
that it doesn’t necessarily respect 
international borders,” UNICEF 
spokesman Karim el-Korany told 
The Arab Weekly.

According to Korany, Iraq is a 
cholera endemic country, which 
means there are intervals in which 
outbreaks occur. Previous out-
breaks were in 2012 and 2009.

Korany said there are a number 
of factors contributing to the state 
of affairs in Iraq. Continuing vio-

lence across the country has hin-
dered international organisations, 
such as UNICEF and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), from 
reaching large areas of the country 
and is an aggravating factor that al-
lows the disease to spread.

Another factor is the seasonal 
flooding, which is overwhelming 
sewage and water infrastructure.

“So, with the continuing vio-
lence and the seasonal flooding, 
these are additional aggravating 
factors and so the risk of cholera 
spreading inside of Iraq is very 
high and we are quite concerned,” 
he added.

With regards to efforts in coun-
tering the cholera scare, UNICEF is 
working with the WHO under the 
leadership of the government to 
stem the disease. That includes a 
vaccination drive across Iraq and 
an awareness campaign designed 
to educate Iraqi communities on 
treatment and prevention.

“We are also working around the 
clock to distribute portable clean 
water in the form of bottled water 
and trucks that distribute commu-
nity water tanks in the context of 
refugee or displacement camps,” 
Korany added.
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A doctor holds steriliser tablets for drinking water in a cholera treatment clinic at the Medical City in 
Baghdad, Iraq.


