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UK joins fight against ISIS in 
Syria, Germany to follow suit
London

B 

ritain has joined the 
war in Syria against 
the Islamic State (ISIS) 
terrorist group, which is 
already facing mounting 

domestic and international 
military pressure against territory 
and assets under its control.

Britain began air strikes just a 
few hours after a December 2nd 
parliamentary vote, with Royal Air 
Force jets hitting oil fields under 
ISIS control in eastern Syria.

The UK cabinet approved a 12-point 
plan for British air strikes against 

ISIS to extend from Iraq into 
Syria. Parliament passed a 

motion on a 397-223 vote in 
favour of UK military action, 

after a 10-hour debate. Sixty-seven 
Labour MPs broke ranks with oppo-
sition chief Jeremy Corbyn and voted 
with the government.

According to the parliamentary 
motion, the objective of the air strikes 
is to “degrade ISIS’s capabilities so 
that it no longer presents a signifi-
cant terrorist threat to the United 
Kingdom or an existential threat to 
Iraq, Syria or other states”.

“As far as I’m concerned wherever 
ISIS are, wherever they can be tar-
geted, that is what we should do,” 
British Prime Minister David Cam-
eron said during the debate.

Corbyn, a former chairman of the 
Stop the War coalition lobby group, 
had indicated he would call on Labour 
MPs to oppose the vote but sched-
uled a free vote under pressure from 
his shadow cabinet.

Britain could double the number 
of combat aircraft it has based in 

Cyprus, which would allow the Royal 
Air Force to increase the number of 
sorties its planes carry out in Iraq 
and Syria, UK media reported.

The German cabinet also approved 
plans to join the anti-ISIS coalition 
in Syria. The one-year mandate 
requires parliamentary approval 
but German Chancellor Angela Mer-
kel’s broad governing coalition is 
expected to easily carry the motion.

Germany is to send reconnaissance 
jets, a naval frigate and up to 1,200 
troops to the region in a support role 

but not actively engage in combat 
operations.

“We are doing what is militarily 
needed, what we can do best and 
can accept politically,” German For-
eign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
told the country’s Bild newspaper.

Germany has taken in more than 
1 million Syrian refugees in 2015, 
the most in Europe, according to 
official estimates.

Both British and German officials 
linked the latest military efforts 
against ISIS in Syria to UN Security 
Council Resolution 2249, issued in 
the wake of the Paris attacks and 
which allows countries to take “all 
necessary measures” to combat ISIS.

Mahmud el-Shafey is an Arab 
Weekly correspondent in 
London.

Climate change: The years of living dangerously

Beirut

T 

he Middle East, facing 
dwindling water resources 
and swelling populations, 
has a lot riding on a 
massive conference that 

opened November 30th in Paris 
to seek an agreement to counter 
climate change, arguably the most 
complex international crisis the 
world faces.

An unprecedented 150 heads of 
state or government attended the 
opening session of the 12-day confer-
ence, despite Islamic State (ISIS) 
attacks on the city on November 13th 
in which 130 people were killed in a 
frenzy of gunfire and suicide bomb-
ings.

About 40,000 people were expected 
to attend the conference, so security 
has been tight due to concerns that 
Western Europe faces more terrorist 
attacks.

Deadly as those attacks might be, 

scientists say that failure to secure 
a global agreement on climate change 
will be infinitely more catastrophic 
for mankind.

Rising sea levels caused by the 

polar ice caps melting threaten low-
lying coastal cities of the region, from 
Casablanca to Beirut. An increase of 
2 degrees Celsius in the Earth’s tem-
perature would flood land on which 

an estimated 280 million people live, 
many of them in the Middle East.

Ferocious heatwaves, more intense 
than any human being has ever 
endured, would turn parts of the 
Arab world  into a hell on Earth if 
carbon dioxide emissions continue 
at current rates, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology warned in 
October.

Water is already the core of disputes 
between Israel and the Palestinians, 
Egypt and Ethiopia, and between 
Turkey and Syria and Iraq, the vor-
tex of a war that threatens to engulf 
the entire region.

But if supplies dwindle because 
of climate change, it could become 
the cause of a far more catastrophic 

conflict over vanishing resources.
The prospects that the Paris con-

ference will succeed are not good. 
Previous efforts to find an agreement 
failed, mainly due to deadlock between 
rich and poor countries over sharing 
the financial burden of such a mon-
umental task — about $100 billion a 
year beginning in 2020.

The International Institute for 
Strategic Studies in London warned 
in a strategic assessment that the 
Paris negotiations will be intense 
and difficult “and probably incon-
clusive.

“While Paris represents the cul-
mination of decades of effort to secure 
a global deal, the resulting treaty will 
likely represent a milestone in an 
ongoing process rather than an end-
point in the complicated and lengthy 
transition to a low-carbon future.”

Ed Blanche is the Analysis editor 
of The Arab Weekly. He has 
covered Middle Eastern affairs 
since 1967 and lives in Beirut.

A Lebanese protester takes part in a march in Beirut organised by 
civil society groups, on November 29th.
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Russian and Turkish military officers at Ankara airport, on November 30th, salute a Russian aircraft carrying the remains of a Russian pilot 
killed after his SU-24 jet was shot down by a Turkish F-16 fighter. The body of the pilot was handed over to Russia by Turkish officials after 
being taken to Turkey by Syrian rebels. In a sign of ongoing tensions between Turkey and Russia, Moscow declined a Turkish offer to fly 
the body to Russia on a Turkish plane, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said. Turkey is refusing to apologise for the incident on the 
Syrian border, saying the Russian jet had violated Turkish airspace.
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