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A 

mal al-Qubaisi was 
elected to lead the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates’ Fed-
eral National Council 
(FNC), the first woman 

to do so since the advisory body’s 
formation in 1971. The vote also 
marks the first time a woman has 
held the top parliamentary post 
in any Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) country.

Qubaisi, who previously served 
as deputy speaker, ran unop-
posed. She is one of eight women 
appointed to the 40-seat council, 
which has a purely advisory role 
and whose seats are split equally 
between elected and appointed 
members.

Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
al-Maktoum, the Dubai emir and 
UAE vice-president and prime 
minister, said on his Twitter ac-
count: “We were delighted to see 
Amal al-Qubaisi elected chairper-
son of FNC, first Arab woman in 
the region to hold such post.”

“Emirati women have been great 
leaders and great achievers, es-
tablishing significant regional and 

global presence for themselves 
and the UAE,” he added.

Qubaisi, an architecture profes-
sor at UAE University, has had a 
distinguished career in public ser-
vice. In 2006 she became the first 
woman elected to the FNC. She has 
also worked with UNESCO on con-
servation projects. In recognition 
of that work, chiefly her efforts in 
getting more than 350 historic ar-
eas registered as World Heritage 
Sites, Qubaisi was given the 2008 
Abu Dhabi Award.

In 2011, she was elected as first 
deputy speaker of the FNC and be-
came the first woman to lead a ses-
sion of the council in 2013.

“I am honoured to congratulate, 
on behalf of my colleagues, the 
leaders of the UAE on the inaugura-
tion of the 16th Legislative Chapter 
of the FNC. Today we continue the 
journey of the FNC that includes 
some of the best individuals of the 
country, as elected by the people, 
hand in hand to accomplish a com-
mon goal,” Qubaisi said Novem-
ber 18th during her first session as 
speaker.

“I would like to thank everybody 
who has supported me and placed 
this valuable trust in me ever since 
the beginning of my political ca-
reer, especially my mother for her 
unwavering generosity, kindness 
and support.”

The FNC is one of the UAE’s five 
federal authorities. Its official man-
date is to provide for public debate 
of legislation as well as discuss 
proposals and plans of various fed-
eral ministries, entities and public 
institutions. Since 2006, half of the 

FNC’s members have been elected 
to their posts, while the remaining 
members were appointed by the 
UAE’s royal court.

This year, 224,000 people had 
the right to vote out of a citizen 
population of just less than 1 mil-
lion. That compared with 129,000 
in 2011 and 6,000 in the UAE’s first 
election in 2006. The electoral roll 
is drawn up by the rulers of the 

seven sheikhdoms that make up 
the United Arab Emirates.

Women are  highly active in Emi-
rati society, playing prominent 
roles and occupying top positions, 
including high-level government 
posts and executive posts in the 
public sector.

There are four women in min-
isterial positions and three of the 
UAE’s ambassadors, one consul-

general and the UAE’s permanent 
representative to the United Na-
tions are women. Emirati women 
serve in the military and police 
forces while women make up 66% 
of the workforce in the public sec-
tor, with 30% in senior and deci-
sion-making positions.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab Weekly.
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Amal al-Qubaisi speaks during a meeting of the Federal National Council (FNC) in Abu Dhabi.
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U 

N-sponsored Yemeni 
peace talks, expected to 
take place in November, 
appear to be in doubt as 
fighting between pro-

government forces and Iran-allied 
Houthi rebels rages on.

Forces loyal to UN-recognised 
President Abd Rabbo Mansour 
Hadi launched a major offensive 
to retake the strategic city of Taiz, 
considered the final gateway to the 
capital Sana’a. The offensive comes 
after Hadi returned to the southern 
city of Aden in an attempt to gal-
vanise his forces and supervise the 
Taiz campaign.

Taiz could be “the key for the lib-
eration of other provinces, includ-
ing Ibb and Baida” in central Yemen 
and opening the way to the north, 
including Sana’a, said Thabet Hus-
sein Saleh, deputy director of the 
Yemen National Centre for Strategic 
Studies. Regaining Taiz would be of 
“strategic importance to secure the 
southern provinces” and Aden, he 
said.

According to official Yemeni 
sources, who spoke to The Arab 
Weekly on the condition of ano-
nymity, fighting in Taiz has been 
intense. The Arab coalition has pro-
vided front-line fighters with new, 
sophisticated weaponry and they 
are progressing west of the city.

The difficulty in taking Taiz, the 
source said, was that Houthi rebels 
and former president Ali Abdullah 

Saleh established alliances with 
local fighters and set up military 
camps. The source said pro-govern-
ment forces intend to take the city 
before the next round of UN-spon-
sored peace talks in Geneva.

Mukhtar al-Rahbi, an official in 
Yemen’s presidency, said the first 
phase of the operation to liberate 
Taiz had started and “with the ar-
rival of massive support from the 
coalition forces and the assignment 
of warplanes and Apache helicop-
ters, the coming days will be diffi-
cult for the Houthis”.

However, a number of factors 
have hindered the anti-Houthi al-
liance’s progress in Taiz, mainly 
banned anti-personnel mines. Gen-
eral Fadhl al-Hasan, who is leading 
pro-government forces’ operations 
in Rahida, the province’s second-

largest city, said landmines were 
hampering the progress of govern-
ment forces and had caused casual-
ties, and that one of his troops was 
killed by a landmine.

According to a Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) statement, landmines 
have killed at least 12 people and 
wounded more than nine in south-
ern and eastern Yemeni governo-
rates since September.

“The Houthis are killing and 
maiming civilians with landmines,” 
Stephen Goose, director at HRW’s 
Arms Division, said in a release. 
“Anti-personnel landmines are in-
discriminate weapons that should 
not be used under any circumstanc-
es. Houthi forces should immedi-
ately stop using these horrific weap-
ons and respect Yemen’s obligations 
under the Mine Ban Treaty.”

In a related development, the 
UAE’s foreign minister blamed Is-
lamists for the delay in taking Taiz.

“Had it not been for the failure 
of Al-Islah and the Muslim Broth-
erhood to act,” Taiz would already 
have been “liberated”, said Anwar 
Gargash on his official Twitter ac-
count, while a military Yemeni 
source reaffirmed that the Taiz ad-
vance has been slowed down by the 
“betrayal of some Popular Resist-
ance fighters”.

These fighters are mainly made 
up of members of the Al Islah par-
ty, which is linked to the Muslim 
Brotherhood, a movement desig-
nated a terrorist group in the UAE.

The latest developments come at 
a time a political solution to the al-
most eight-month conflict remains 
elusive. 

UN Special Envoy to Yemen Is-
mail Ould Cheikh Ahmed had been 
working on getting all parties to ne-
gotiate. However, a sticking point 
has been the implementation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 2216, 
which calls on the Houthis to with-
draw from all areas captured during 
the latest conflict and relinquish 
arms seized from military and secu-
rity institutions.

In October, the Houthis wrote to 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
assuring him that they have ac-
cepted the resolution. But the re-
bel group has, in fact, escalated its 
military activities. The most recent 
set of UN-sponsored talks in June 
resulted in fisticuffs and the break-
down of negotiations.

Militarily speaking, the UN-rec-
ognised government remains confi-
dent. Vice-President Khaled Bahah, 
who recently returned to the Marib 
province, and was given a hero’s 
welcome, said during a meeting 
with government officials: “Soon 
we will be in Sana’a.”

At least 5,700 people have been 
killed since the start of military ac-
tivities in late March in Yemen.
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Yemeni Vice-President and Prime Minister Khaled Bahah (C) talks to an army officer after his arrival to the country’s northern
province of Marib.
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