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nternal divisions, a marked 
disconnect with political 
changes and an inability to for-
mulate a new political vision 
contributed to Egypt’s leftist 

parties’ failure in the first phase 
of the parliamentary polls, experts 
said.

With that past, even the future 
does not look bright for the leftist 
parties, they add.

“Look at the conditions of the 

left in our country now. It is only 
about rifts and the failure to com-
municate with the public,” Hus-
sein Abdel Razik, a leftist veteran 
of Egyptian politics, said. “This 
means that the failure of leftist par-
ties and candidates in the elections 
is a normal outcome.”

Scores of leftist candidates ran in 
the first phase of the parliamentary 
elections in 14 provinces in mid-
October, either as independents 
or as part of the four leftist parties’ 
election lists. Leftists won four 
seats out of 226 specified for inde-
pendent candidates. Leftist lists 
failed to win any of the 60 seats set 

aside for political parties.
This defeat has led to debate in-

side the leftist camp on the reasons 
why the proponents of socialism 
are losing.

Egypt’s leftist parties, one of 
them was established in the 1970s, 
used to constitute a formidable 
opposition to successive govern-
ments, offering a viable alternative 
to capitalist policies adopted by the 
government.

Leftist principles, including 
the need for a fair distribution of 
wealth, were strongly present in 
the revolution that ousted long-
standing president Hosni Mubarak 

in 2011. Some of the leaders of the 
anti-Mubarak revolution, includ-
ing Abdel Razik, were leftist by po-
litical affiliation.

Leftists were also at the heart of 
opposition to Islamist president 
Muhammad Morsi and the mass 
protests that led to his ouster by 
the army in 2013.

Now, however, they are nowhere 
to be found. Nothing is left of the 
leftist slogans at the centre of la-
bour movements under Mubarak, 
his predecessor Anwar Sadat or his 
successor Morsi.

The failure of the leftist parties 
to win parliament seats in the first 
phase of the 2015 elections and pos-
sibly in the second phase, which 
will be in late November, will mean 
that the parties will be absent from 
decision-making for years.

This is why some people expect 
the left to shrivel and die very soon.

Abdel Ghaffar Shukr, the head 
of the leftist Public Socialist Coali-
tion Party, says the election failure 
should give leftist parties signals 
that they need to change.

“This includes these parties’ 
need to formulate a new discourse 
that takes ongoing developments 
on Egypt’s political stage into ac-
count,” Shukr said. “The problem 
is that these parties speak a lan-
guage that most Egyptians, and 
especially youths, do not under-
stand.”

Youths were for the most part 
absent in the first phase of the 
elections, analysts say. They seem 
to be absent from the ranks of the 
leftist parties, too.

Al-Tagammu, Egypt’s lead-
ing leftist party, was centred on 
Khaled Mohieddin, its founder 
and one of the army officers who 
staged a coup against King Farouk 
in 1952, until recently.

The second largest leftist party, 
the Nasserite Party, was only about 
its first head, Diaeddin Dawoud, 
until recently as well. Soon after 
Dawoud’s death in 2011, the party 
plunged into endless leadership 
conflicts, further weakening it.

In Cairo, the premises of al-Tag-
ammu Party seems to be no more 
than a second-floor balcony sign 
carrying the party’s name.

Inside the party headquarters, 
only dusty wooden chairs and ta-
bles and empty rooms can be seen, 
showing the lack of activity inside 
the party even as it and other po-
litical parties should be preparing 
for the second phase of the parlia-
mentary elections.

Shukr and Abdel Razik were col-
leagues in the party five years ago. 
They were part of the party’s so-
cialist dream for years, until Shukr 
formed his own political party and 
Abdel Razik abdicated all party 
work. Some people say they are 
symbols of the disintegration of 
leftist forces in Egypt.

Other political forces are prone 
to shrivelling and dying, too, if the 
first phase of the parliamentary 
elections is an indication. Those 
groups include political Islam, 
whose sole representative in the 
elections, the Salafist al-Nour Par-
ty, won ten seats in the first phase.

The bleak prospects awaiting 
both the left and political Islam, 
some independent experts say, 
may show the mysterious ways 
Egypt’s political scene is develop-
ing. Only moneyed candidates, 
parties and some of the members 
of Mubarak’s formerly ruling party 
won seats in the first phase of the 
polls. 

The same categories are expect-
ed to dominate the second phase 
of the elections.

Shukr said he does not believe 
that the left will die.

“The left is about social justice, 
the fair distribution of wealth and 
the rights of workers,” he said. 
“These are ideas and ideas do not 
die.”
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Not a beehive. Headquarters of Al-Tagammu political party in Cairo.

Leftist lists failed to 
win any of the 60 
seats set aside for 
political parties.

A 

coalition of liberal par-
ties backing Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi won the 60 seats 
specified for politi-

cal parties in the second phase of 
Egypt’s parliamentary elections, 
the country’s independent elec-
tions commission said.

This put the Sisi-backing For 
the Love of Egypt coalition in con-
trol of the 120 parliamentary seats 
specified for political parties in the 
two phases of the elections.

Independent candidates also 
won nine seats,  the commission 
said during a press conference late 
November 25th.  A runoff for the 
remaining 213 seats of the second 
phase was set for December 1st and 
2nd, with 426 independent candi-
dates in contention.

The commission said overall 
voter turnout in the second phase 
of the elections was 29.8%, which 
is higher than the 26% of the first 

phase. Analysts attribute the high-
er turnout to a change in campaign 
tactics and a feeling of insecurity 
following terrorist attacks in Paris.

“Parliamentary hopefuls were 
more shrewd in campaigning, 
which convinced more people to go 
to polling stations during the two 
days of the elections,” said Youssri 
al-Ezbawi, a researcher from think-
tank Al-Ahram Centre for Political 
and Strategic Studies. “Voters also 
had the feeling that their country 
was in danger, especially after the 
terrorist attacks in Paris.”

Egypt’s parliamentary elections 
saw a total of 2,893 independent 
candidates contested 222 parlia-
mentary seats during the second 
phase of the elections. Political 
parties and coalitions were allotted 
60 seats.

The country’s orthodox Islam-
ists, represented by the Salafist al-
Nour Party, the only Islamist party 
participating in the vote, won ten 
seats in the first phase of the elec-
tions. The party was hoping to 
win at least 75 seats in the second 
phase.

Nevertheless, they also expect 
the next parliament to be bereft of 
party politics as it shows progress 
when it comes to the representa-
tion of classes that were previously 
marginalised, including Egyptian 
women.

“The vast majority of legislators 
will be independent, while politi-
cal parties will have 120 seats only,” 
said Mustafa Elwi Saif, a political 
science professor at Cairo Univer-
sity. “This can partly weaken our 
country’s political parties but the 
good thing is that there will not be 
less than 80 female legislators.”

Egypt’s election law sets aside 
56 of the 120 seats won by political 
parties for women. This will proba-
bly be the highest female represen-
tation in the Egyptian parliament.

The law also allows Sisi to ap-
point 5% of the 568 members of 
parliament. Some people expect 
Sisi to give a portion of that 5% to 
women.

Egypt has striven to complete 
its transitional road map, defy-
ing political turmoil and terrorist  
attacks.

During the second phase of the 
parliamentary elections, long lines 
of voters formed outside polling 
stations in North Sinai province, 
where terrorist attacks are most 
concentrated. 

The queues were in apparent de-
fiance of the Islamic State (ISIS), 
which repeatedly said it seeks to 

turn the peninsula, which shares 
borders with Israel and the Pales-
tinian Gaza Strip, into an Islamic 
caliphate.

Ezbawi said the formation of 
the parliament will contribute to 
Egypt’s stability and ability to sign 
agreements with international part-
ners.

“Some agreements cannot go 
into force if they are not approved 
by parliament,” he said. “The pres-
ence of parliament also makes a 
country’s political system more 
credible.”

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab 
Weekly.
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Election officials count ballots at the end of the second round of voting for Egypt’s parliamentary 
election in Cairo, on November 23rd.

Egypt’s election law 
sets aside 56 of the 
120 seats won by 
political parties for 
women. The vast majority of 

legislators will be 
independent.


