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Muslims among victims of Paris attacks

Paris

“K
illing any human is 
killing all mankind. 
Saving any human is 
saving all mankind,” 
a group of French 

Muslims, who joined mourners at 
the Place de la Republique in Paris, 
chanted in the wake of the Islamic 
State’s brutal attack on the French 
capital.

“Unite against brutality. Unite for 
humanity,” they chanted, shoulder 
to shoulder with French nationals 
of all religions, just as French Mus-
lims died alongside their country-
men of other religions in ISIS’s in-
discriminate November 13th attack.

Among the 130 killed in the at-
tack were two sisters celebrating a 
birthday, a young architect, a tal-
ented violinist, a receptionist and a 
shop assistant.

What did they have in common?
They were all Muslims. ISIS’s bul-

lets and suicide bombs do not take 
religion into account. ISIS, its gun-
men and suicide bombers, engage 
in wholesale slaughter.

Although Muslims were a mi-
nority of those killed in Paris, his-
torically Muslims are the greatest 
number of victims of jihadist at-
tacks perpetrated by groups such 
as al-Qaeda and ISIS. These takfiri 
groups view Muslims who belong 
to different sects — such as Shias or 
Sufis — or even those who follow a 
different interpretation of Sunni Is-
lam as heretics.

“ISIS has been killing Muslims 

by the thousands for years in Af-
rica and the Middle East,” Yasser 
Louati, spokesman for the Collec-
tive against Islamophobia in France 
(CCIF), told Reuters.

“Now they’re killing Muslims 
here in France. The world ‘Islamic’ 
in their name is only a pretext for 
their ideology. Look at the series of 
attacks they’ve made. There’s no 
end,” he said.

There are approximately 5 million 
Muslims in France — about 7.5% of 
the population. That is close to the 
same proportion of Muslims killed 
in the Paris attacks based on iden-
tification by family and friends, as 
well as the surnames of those on 
the official list of victims.

Halima and Houda Saadi, two 
French-born sisters of Tunisian 
origin, were celebrating a friend’s 
birthday at La Belle Equipe café. 
Houda, 35, had recently been pro-
moted as the café’s manager, and 
her sister Halima, 37, was on a short 
visit.

Seated outside on the terrace, 
they were among 19 victims killed 
when an ISIS gunman indiscrimi-
nately sprayed bullets in their di-
rection. Paris is known for its café 
culture, with bars and restaurants 
boasting outdoor terraces for pa-
trons.

“We’re just citizens like everyone 
else, who love our family and peo-
ple,” their brother Abdallah Saadi 
said in the wake of the attack.

“We are all inhabitants of this 
planet and we need to fight for each 
other and help each other.”

Amine Ibnolmobarak, 29, grew 
up in Morocco and went to Paris to 
study architecture. He was a teach-

er at Paris’s ENSA Paris-Malaquais 
architecture school — the same 
institution from which he gradu-
ated  and, inspired by his religion, 
conducted graduate studies on the 
Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. He 
was killed as he sat on the terrace 
of the Carillo bar. His wife Maya suf-
fered critical wounds.

“Amine was the quintessential 
young Muslim intellectual. He 
was concerned with spreading the 
peaceful values of his religion,” his 
former professor Jean Attali wrote 
on Facebook.

The list goes on: Elif Dogan, 
daughter of a Turkish shop-owner 
in Belgium, only moved to Paris 

four months ago. “We worried 
something like this could happen in 
Turkey, [but] we lost our daughter 
in one of the leading cities of the 
world,” her father Kemal Dogan la-
mented to Turkey’s Hurriyet news-
paper. She lived on the same street 
as the Bataclan concert, where doz-
ens were killed.

Musician Kheireddine Sahbi, 
29, grew up in Algiers. He moved 
to Paris to study at the Sorbonne. 
He was walking home in Paris’s 
10th arrondissement when he was 
caught up in the ISIS attack. A vio-
linist, he was known for his love of 
traditional Algerian music, sharing 
this at every opportunity with his 

new friends in Paris.
There were others: French-Ma-

lian Asta Diakite, Egyptian Salah 
Emad Al-Jabali, Djamila Houd — the 
daughter of Algerian immigrants 
and wife of the Jewish owner of La 
Belle Equippe.

In the end, those who were mur-
dered in the ISIS attacks on the 10th 
and 11th arrondissements in Paris 
died as they lived — side by side 
with neighbours of different reli-
gious and ethnic backgrounds.

In the piles of flowers and candles 
left in tribute outside La Belle Equi-
pe one fluttering message reads: 
“We are Muslims. You are terrorists 
and imposters.”
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Muslim women observe a minute of silence at the Assalam Mosque of Nantes, France.

Halima and
Houda Saadi are two 
French-born sisters 
of Tunisian origin.

“He was killed
 as he sat on the 
terrace of the
Carillo bar.”

Paris attacks put spotlight on Turkey’s ‘terror tourists’

Istanbul

T 

urkey is urging its Euro-
pean partners to do more 
to stop Islamist militants 
from travelling to and 
from Syria following the 

arrest of a man suspected of help-
ing the attackers who killed 130 
people in Paris on November 13th.

“Intelligence sharing is absolute-
ly necessary if the international 
community wants to combat ter-
rorism,” a Turkish government 
official said by email, comment-
ing on condition of anonymity in 
line with government protocol. 
His statement came after police in 
the southern resort of Antalya de-
tained Ahmed Dahmani, a 26-year-
old Belgian of Moroccan descent 
who is accused of helping the Paris 
group.

Dahmani’s detention on No-
vember 16th was the result of a 
coincidence, not of international 
cooperation between intelligence 
services in Turkey and Europe. 
Turkey, which shares a 900-km 
border with Syria, is the most im-
portant staging post for foreign 
militants joining the Islamic State 
(ISIS) and other extremist groups. 
Most EU citizens do not need a visa 
to travel to Turkey.

The case of Dahmani throws a 
spotlight on the travel routes of 
ISIS suspects to and from Syria. He 
is accused of having been in con-
tact with the Paris attackers and 
might have scouted locations of 
the attacks.

Police in Antalya stopped a car 
with two Syrians on November 
16th during vehicle checks ordered 
as part of security measures for the 
Group of 20 summit. Reports said 
the Syrians carried a fake passport 
for a third man. After questioning 

the pair and going through text 
messages on their mobile phones, 
investigators concluded the Syr-
ians represented a kind of welcom-
ing committee that had travelled to 
Antalya from Syria to guide Dahm-
ani back to ISIS territory.

Based on those findings, police 
arrested Dahmani at a hotel in 
Antalya. All three men were put 
into pre-trial detention and France 
reportedly asked for Dahmani to be 

extradited.
According to the Turkish official, 

Dahmani flew to Turkey from Am-
sterdam on November 14th, the 
day after the Paris attacks. “The se-
curity forces stated that Dahmani is 
an ISIS militant who was preparing 
to illegally cross the Turkish-Syrian 
border,” the official said. “There is 
no record of the Belgian authori-
ties having warned Turkey about 
Dahmani, which is why there was 

no entry ban.”
Islamist militants with EU pass-

ports have found it easy to travel 
via Turkey to or from Syria. As Tur-
key hosts some 30 million tourists 
every year, mostly from Western 
Europe, it is difficult for authorities 
to identify potential “terror tour-
ists”, as they have been dubbed by 
the press.

The Turkish official said more 
than 26,600 people have been 
banned from entering Turkey after 
foreign law enforcement and intel-
ligence services warned Turkish 
authorities about potential mili-
tants from their countries. “Rough-
ly 50% of the no-entry list consists 
of the nationals of Middle Eastern 
and North African countries,” the 
official said. “Citizens of North 
American and Western European 
countries comprise another 25% of 
the list.”

Several thousand foreigners have 
been deported after being detained 
at the Syrian border or after being 
spotted by special police units at 
Turkish airports. In recent weeks, 
about 50 Moroccans were sent back 
to their country from Istanbul’s 
Ataturk airport after investigators 
concluded they were on their way 
to Syria.

But the level of cooperation is not 
where it should be to be truly effec-
tive, Turkey says. “Had the Belgian 
authorities alerted us in due time, 
Dahmani could have been appre-
hended at the airport,” the official 
said by mail. “We urge our allies to 
continue sharing information with 
us.”

In January, Turkish police de-
tained Brahim Abdeslam, a Belgian 
national and one of the attackers 
who set off a suicide vest in Paris. 
At the time, Turkish authorities told 
Belgium that Abdeslam was sus-
pected of wanting to join ISIS but 
Abdeslam was released after being 
sent back to Belgium.

“Unfortunately, intelligence shar-
ing does not find a sufficient re-
sponse from time to time,” Omer 
Celik, spokesman of the ruling Jus-
tice and Development Party (AKP), 
told Turkish state broadcaster TRT.

Turkish officials also said they 
had warned their French counter-
parts about ISIS suspect Omar Ismail 
Mostefei, another Paris bomber, in 
2014 and this past summer, without 
hearing back from France until after 
the November 13th attacks.

One of the reasons that people 
such as Mostefei slip through the 
net is that intelligence services in 
Turkey and Europe are confronted 
with thousands of potential extrem-
ists who can travel without border 
checks within Europe’s Schengen 
zone and can take a flight to or from 
Turkey any time.

According to news reports and 
figures provided by officials, about 
760 Germans, 500 French citizens, 
350 Belgians and about 100 Span-
ish citizens have travelled to Syria 
to fight for ISIS. Hundreds have re-
turned to their home countries and 
could pose a security threat, offi-
cials say.

Abdelhamid Abaaoud, the sus-
pected leader of the Paris attackers 
who was killed during a police raid 
November 18th, fled from Belgium 
to Syria after a police raid in January. 
He returned to Belgium although 
intelligence services were on the 
look-out for him. “If Abaaoud could 
go from Syria to Europe, that means 
there are failings in the entire Euro-
pean system,” French Foreign Min-
ister Laurent Fabius said.

The case of Dahmani 
throws a spotlight 
on the travel routes 
of ISIS suspects to 
and from Syria.

Turkish police office escorting Ahmed Dahmani after his arrest in 
Antalya, Turkey, on November 20th.
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