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GCC unified in its support for Paris

London

G 

overnment officials and 
religious institutions in 
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) countries have 
been unified in their 

condemnation of the “heinous” 
terrorist attacks in Paris.

The day following the November 
13th assaults, Saudi Arabia’s high-
est religious authority, the Council 
of Senior Scholars, the only body 
in the kingdom authorised to issue 
fatwas, unequivocally condemned 
the attacks in Paris, stressing in a 
statement that: “Terrorists are not 
sanctioned by Islam and these acts 
are contrary to values of mercy it 
brought to the world.”

In Vienna, Saudi Foreign Minister 
Adel al-Jubeir extended his condo-
lences to the government and peo-
ple of France, underlining that the 
terrorist acts “are in violation and 
contravention of all ethics, morals 
and religions.”

“The kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
has long called for more intensified 
international efforts to combat the 

scourge of terrorism in all its forms 
and shapes,” Jubeir added.

This year the Islamic State (ISIS) 
has launched a wave of terrorist 
attacks within the GCC, mainly in 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait, 
revealing three branches of the ter-
rorist organisation in the region. 
ISIS claimed responsibility for the 
attacks in Paris.

In the United Arab Emirates, 
President Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan “expressed the UAE’s 
condemnation of these terrorist 
acts and extended his heartfelt 
condolences to the French govern-
ment, the friendly people of France 
and the families of the victims, 
expressing his hopes for a speedy 
recovery by the injured”. He also 
stressed the UAE’s solidarity with 
France and its support to fight and 
eliminate terrorism, an official 
statement said.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are 
members of a US-led international 

coalition conducting air strikes on 
ISIS targets in Syria and Iraq. The 
kingdom also works closely with 
Washington in its war against al-
Qaeda and other terrorist groups. 
Since September 2014, French war-
planes based at Al Dhafra Air Base 
near Abu Dhabi have been flying 
missions against ISIS in Iraq.

In Qatar, the Foreign Ministry 
condemned the “armed attacks 
and bombings” in a statement cited 
by official agency QNA, saying they 
“contradict all moral and humani-
tarian principles and values”.

There were also strong condem-
nations from Bahrain, Kuwait, and 
Oman.

Also joining the global outcry 
was the influential Jeddah-based 
Organisation of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC). In a statement, OIC 
Secretary-General Iyad bin Amin 
Madani condemned in the strictest 
terms the terrorist attacks perpe-
trated in France, while reaffirming 
the OIC’s “unwavering solidarity 
and support to France at these crit-
ical and painful circumstances”.

Madani called upon all govern-
ments, international organisations 
and civil society institutions to 
close ranks and engage in a con-

certed joint action to combat ter-
rorism, which he described as “the 
arch-enemy of humanity at large”.

The regional condemnations 
come days after similar denuncia-
tions were made after an ISIS attack 
in Beirut.

ISIS launched a number of at-
tacks in Saudi Arabia in the last 
year with the goal of stirring sectar-
ian strife within the majority Sunni 
kingdom. This resulted in a crack-
down by Saudi authorities reminis-
cent of its pursuit of al-Qaeda more 
than ten years ago.

In July, Saudi security authorities 
said they had thwarted operations 
sponsored by ISIS and arrested 
more than 400 individuals alleg-
edly affiliated with it.

ISIS has been exceptionally 
successful in its ability to recruit 

members globally and GCC states 
have been no exception. This has 
prompted authorities in the re-
gion to crack down on individuals 
involved in establishing and main-
taining militant websites and social 
media accounts.

This also led to independent ac-
tivists in Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
joining the fight in cyberspace by 
launching an organised campaign 
designed to identify ISIS social 
media accounts and subsequently 
closing them down. The online 
campaign has shuttered hundreds 
of accounts belonging to ISIS or its 
sympathisers.

In September, a Kuwaiti court 
sentenced seven men to death  
for their roles in a Shia mosque 
bombing claimed by ISIS, the 
bloodiest attack in the Gulf state’s 
history.

A total of 29 defendants, seven of 
them women, had been on trial on 
charges of helping a Saudi suicide 
bomber carry out the June 26th at-
tack which killed 26 Shia worship-
pers and wounded 227.

Mohammed Alkhereiji is the Gulf 
section editor of The Arab 
Weekly.
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The Hazza bin Zayed Stadium, in the UAE city of Al-Ain, illuminated with the colours of the French national f lag, after terrorist attacks in Paris.

ISIS launched a 
number of attacks in 
Saudi Arabia in the 
last year.

Saudi Arabia and the 
UAE are members of 
a US-led 
international 
coalition conducting 
air strikes on ISIS 
targets.

UAE-India relations set for big leap 

C
enturies-old ties of 
commerce, culture 
and kinship between 
the United Arab 
Emirates and India are 
set for a qualitative 

leap that could see trade and 
investment between the two 
countries increase 60% in the 
next five years.

The first UAE-India Economic 
Forum was held in Dubai in No-
vember with the theme of invest-
ment high on its agenda.

In his keynote address, Indian Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley under-
scored India’s hope that reinforced 
ties would further attract UAE 
investment in India, especially in 
the private sector.

“While public and foreign invest-
ment in India has grown by 30% 
and 40%, respectively, the rate of 
growth in terms of private invest-
ments is still sluggish,” Jaitley said, 
stressing that India has introduced 
many changes to encourage private 
endeavours. These include easier 
procedures, credibility of decision-
making processes, quick approvals 
and greater stability in addition to 
India’s consistent track record of 
growth.

Mohammed Ahmed bin Ab-
dulaziz al-Shehhi, under-secre-

tary at the Ministry of Economy, 
welcomed the Indian legislation to 
promote business, underlining “the 
many success stories of UAE invest-
ment” in the subcontinent.

“We look forward to more 
investments and increased trade 
opportunities between the two 
countries,” he said, noting that “the 
Indian community in the UAE is 
quite active and their contributions 
in the growth of the UAE economy 
are welcomed”.

Bilateral relations flourished over 
the last three decades but Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
August visit to the UAE, the first by 
the highest-ranking official in the 
subcontinent in 34 years, kicked 
off a new phase of partnership 
between the two countries.

“One of the most significant 
announcements during the prime 
minister’s visit was regarding the 
establishment of the India-UAE 
Infrastructure Fund with the aim of 
reaching the target of $75 billion,” 
Indian Ambassador to the UAE T.P. 
Seetharam said in an interview 
with The Arab Weekly.

“The fund will be dedicated 
to support investments in India 
for the next generation of infra-
structure projects, especially in 
railways, ports, roads, airports and 
industrial corridors and parks,” he 
said.

The partnership does not solely 
hinge on trade. The two countries 
also set an extensive framework of 
agreements spanning economic, 
defence, security, culture, consular 
and community affairs.

“It was agreed, as well, to fa-
cilitate the participation of Indian 
companies in the infrastructure 

development of the UAE. In the 
energy sector, it has been decided 
to promote a strategic partnership 
through participation in the petro-
leum sectors in both India and the 
UAE and through collaboration in 
third countries,” Seetharam added.

India-UAE trade, valued at $180 
million a year in the 1970s, is today 
about $60 billion annually, making 
the UAE India’s third largest trad-
ing partner for 2014-15, according 
to figures provided by the Indian 
Embassy in Abu Dhabi.

The UAE is the second largest 
export destination of India with 
more than $33 billion in 2014-15. 
India was the UAE’s largest trading 
partner for 2014 with more than 
$28 billion in non-oil trade.

Mishal Kanoo, deputy chairman 
of the UAE’s Kanoo Group, forecast 
a boost in trade of fast-moving 
consumer goods (FMCG) and 
commodities. “These are the two 
sectors where there is likelihood of 
increased trade and investment in 
the two countries,” he said.

According to Kanoo, the “Make 
in India” manufacturing initia-
tive promoted by Modi provided 
opportunities for UAE businesses 
and investment firms to invest in 
information and technology. “The 
one thing that India excels at is IT,” 
he said. “Investing in that sector 
would be a good start.”

On the specific sectors in which 
investments from the UAE can 
be channelled, the head of the 
Dubai-based Indian Business 
and Professional Council (IBPC) 
Kulwant Singh said: “India is one 
of the largest platforms for the UAE 
or any other investor to look at 
investments. While there is a huge 

scope in infrastructure, there is a 
huge vacuum for funding in areas 
like Smart cities, affordable houses, 
oil and gas, power, technology and 
aviation.”

He said feedback from the Indian 
and UAE business communities fol-
lowing Modi’s visit was extremely 
positive. The new momentum 
and dynamism of the UAE-India 
partnership was evident in the 
frequency of ministerial-level visits 
that followed Modi’s visit.

The UAE Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan vis-
ited India in September for the 11th 
India-UAE Joint Commission Meet-
ing. Initiatives for cooperation were 
outlined covering a large number of 
economic sectors as well as defence 
and space.

Indian Commerce and Industry 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman vis-
ited the UAE for the third meeting 
of the High-level Task-Force in 
October, during which she invited 
UAE businesses to invest in the 
subcontinent where the economy is 
growing at an annual rate of nearly 
7.2%.

A team from the UAE Space 
Agency visited the Indian Space 
Research Organisation to discuss 
cooperation and toured the Satel-
lite Assembly, Testing and Control 
and Information Centre for the 
Indian Mars probe project.

India and the UAE have regular 
defence exercises, with New Delhi 
welcoming the UAE’s decision to 
participate in the International 
Fleet Review in early 2016 in India.

N.P. Krishna Kumar is a Dubai-
based contributor to The Arab 
Weekly.
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