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T 

he last few weeks have witnessed a series of terrorist 
tragedies. The Paris massacres on November 13th, the 
Russian airliner bombing over the Sinai peninsula on 
October 31st and twin suicide bombings in Beirut on 
November 12th. Hundreds of innocent people died in these 
atrocities. All have been claimed by the so-called Islamic 
State (ISIS).

The terrorist attacks point to a change of strategy on the part of ISIS, 
making the terrorist organisation a serious global threat.

Until now, Western strategists have tried to treat ISIS activities as 
essentially a regional threat that could be contained in the Levant. 
Recent events have clearly shown that the “containment” approach was 
not a success.

Even before the Paris attacks, ISIS was showing signs of expanding in 
the Middle East and North Africa. Particularly worrisome were its 
growing activities in the Sinai and Libya.

A senior Pentagon official told the New York Times on November 15th 
that recent ISIS activities in Libya were “signs that Libya could provide a 
redoubt for the Islamic State even if the group was driven completely out 
of Syria and Iraq”.

Worse still, the ISIS narrative has not been weakening nor has the 
organisation’s ability to attract more recruits and to move up the scale of 
murderous sophistication.

In the face of the bloody demonstration by ISIS of its global reach, we 
will probably hear more of the same speeches about the need for more 
effective global cooperation. But maybe this time we will see more 
genuine resolve to diminish the military might of ISIS and choke off its 
economic resources.

The Arab and Muslim world will have to assume its share of responsi-
bility. First and foremost, it must lead the crucial struggle for young 
minds. Drying up the appeal of the ISIS narrative should be one of its 
most immediate objectives. Nobody else can do that better.

Many places in the Middle East and North Africa are in a shambles. The 
West cannot look the other way. It must help extinguish the fires of war 
and civil strife in the region and help support the right development 
policies there.

On the immediate level, the international community cannot punish 
would-be refugees for the Paris bloodshed. It was predictable that voices 
would grow louder after the November 13th massacres calling on Europe 
to close its borders, especially after evidence emerged that at a number 
of Middle East migrants have been involved in the attacks.

Security precautions are necessary but “Fortress Europe” is no more 
realistic today than it was yesterday. Besides, as European Commission 
President Jean-Claude Juncker said on November 15th: “Those who 
organised these attacks, and those who carried them out, are exactly 
those who the refugees are fleeing.”

Once again the West must also be wary of the temptation to lump all 
Arabs and Muslims together. Humanity already walked that path after 
9/11. Stereotyping and discrimination would only help undermine the 
bridges that the fanatical terrorists seek to destroy.

What’s the world
to do after Paris?

O 

nce the victims of 
the November 13th 
attacks in Paris are 
buried and the 
debris cleaned up, 
the focus of the 

French government to seek 
revenge will be on everyone’s 
mind.

The strong desire for retalia-
tion is understandable. As French 
President François Hollande said 
shortly after the attacks: “It is a 
declaration of war on France.”

In fact, it is a declaration of war 
not only on France and French 
values, it is, as US President Barack 
Obama declared, an attack on all 
humanity.

That the French are upset is 
understandable; someone has hit 
their way of life in attacking cafés 
and restaurants and other places 
of social gatherings. The targets 
were not randomly chosen. A lot 
of thought and planning went into 

selecting those places. 
As did a lot of hate.

But as waging war re-
quires careful planning, 
so does the after-war. 
The reason yesteryears’ 
enemies — Japan and 
Germany — are today 
allies of their World War 
II foes is because much 
effort was placed in 
ensuring they prospered 
in peace once the war 

was over. The Marshall Plan was 
conceived and implemented. The 
former foes were offered an entic-
ing alternative.

The same principles should 
apply in this war. All the more so 
as this war is very different from 
previous ones in which the enemy 

was known. It will not be a conven-
tional war. In this new type of war, 
the enemy operates in the shad-
ows. And for the moment, we don’t 
even know who that enemy is. So 
we should also plan for a different 
kind of peace.

As a number of officials declared 
shortly after the September 11, 
2001, attacks on the United States: 
“Completely new armies are 
needed. This is a war in which the 
enemies sail over borders, have 
no uniforms, no identity cards, no 
warnings. and there is a need for a 
completely different strategic and 
tactical deployment to suit the new 
situation.”

A lot of patience should be 
exercised before any retaliation. 
There is a tremendous amount of 
intelligence work that needs to be 
conducted before the military war 
machine is unleashed. When the 
reply does come, it should be care-
fully planned, with a stated goal, 
and carried out.

It will have to be complete. There 
can be no halfway measures in this 
conflict. There can be no stop-
ping short of the final objective. 
And this means planning for the 
after-war with a concerted effort to 
address the problems that brought 
us to war in the first place.

While it is perhaps no longer the 
main leitmotif of Arab and Muslim 
hatred of the West, an issue that 
has helped fuel the Middle East 
violence is the continued plight of 
the Palestinians and their legiti-
mate demand for a settlement in 
their dispute.

In the after-war, the United 
States should become an honest 
broker in mediating settlements 
for the Palestinians and Syrians in 
which their countries can prosper 
in dignity in a democratic world. 
That would greatly defuse negative 
energy directed against the United 
States and Western Europe.

Retaliation will come in due 
course. Preparations are very likely 
already under way and no doubt 
the French president has been con-
ferring with other world leaders, 
seeking support for an eventual 
response to what he called “an act 
of war”.

Most of the world is united 
against terrorism but, at the same 
time, the world should be ready 
to offer an alternative — a New 
Marshall Plan to settle the Middle 
East, Palestinian territories, Iraq 
and Syria. Otherwise, the risk of 
continued conflict and terrorism 
will remain and this war would 
have been about simple revenge.

Claude Salhani is the Opinion 
editor of The Arab Weekly. Follow 
him on Twitter @Claudesalhani.
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The world should be 
ready to offer an 
alternative — a New 
Marshall Plan to settle 
the Middle East.

Soldiers stand guard in the northern Paris suburb of
 Saint-Denis, on November 18th, as French Police special 
forces raid an apartment.


