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ISIS reaps global wrath 
after Paris slaughter   

Egypt in quandary over confirmation of Russian plane bombing

Beirut

T 

he war against the Islam-
ic State (ISIS) is stead-
ily escalating as shock 
waves from the blood-
bath in Paris reverberate 

across the globe, with the Ameri-
cans, Russians and French inten-
sifying air strikes against jihadists 
in Syria while two suspected fugi-
tives died in a Paris suburb.

ISIS has suffered critical setbacks 
in Syria and Iraq in recent days. 
But the devastating ferocity of its 
terrorist attacks in Turkey, Egypt, 
Lebanon and France over the last 
three weeks has triggered what 
looks like a whirlwind of revenge 
by the United States and Europe, 
as well as Russia, that may prove to 
be destructive.

France sent its aircraft carrier to 
the eastern Mediterranean, tripling 
its air power in the region.

On November 17th, Russia, seek-
ing revenge for the bombing of an 
airliner over Egypt on October 31st 
that killed 224 people, hammered 
the ISIS caliphate’s de facto capi-
tal, the Syrian city of Raqqa, and 
dozens of other targets in Syria 
with cruise missiles fired from the  
navy cruiser Moskva in the Cas-
pian Sea and by venerable Tu-95 
long-range bombers, relics of the 
Cold War on their first combat mis-
sions.

The November 13th slaughter of 
129 people, with hundreds more 
wounded, in Paris underlined how 
ISIS, long deemed a Middle East-
ern problem, has gone global.

It is not clear why the ISIS lead-
ership decided to take on the world 
but it fits the apocalyptic mindset 
of the Islamist zealots and strongly 
suggests that there will be more at-
tacks outside the war zone in Syria 
and Iraq. The Paris attacks in par-
ticular had clearly been planned 

for some time, pre-dating ISIS’s re-
cent reverses.

As French authorities pieced 
together what was an elaborate, 
meticulously planned assault on 
Paris, details emerged of how the 
operation by eight terrorists was 
based around an ISIS sleeper cell in 
neighbouring Belgium.

All eight attackers — seven of 
them dead — who have been iden-
tified were veterans of the war in 

Syria, a conflict that lies at the cen-
tre of the spreading violence.

This has heightened fears there 
are other sleeper cells waiting to 
strike.

France, the European nation 
hardest hit by Islamist terrorism 
since the 1990s rise of Algerian 
militancy led by veterans of the 
1979-89 Afghanistan war, has gone 
onto a veritable war footing.

French President François Hol-
lande announced tough anti-ter-
rorist measures before a rare joint 
session of both houses of parlia-
ment on November 16th. “France 
is at war,” he declared, “but we are 
not engaged in a war of civilisa-
tions because these assassins do 
not represent any civilisation.”

French officials said the suspect-
ed mastermind of the Paris attacks, 
27-year-old Belgian national and 
Syria war veteran Abdel-Hamid 
Abaaoud, was killed in a November 
18th raid on an apartment building 
in St Denis, just north of Paris. Par-
is Prosecutor François Molin said 
Abaaoud was among two people 
who died during the raid. Another 
eight suspects were arrested.

James Bruce has written 
extensively on Middle Eastern 
security issues for publications 
such as Jane’s Intelligence 
Review and Jane’s Defence 
Weekly. He lives in Beirut.

Cairo

E 

gypt is in an unenviable 
situation after an an-
nouncement by the Krem-
lin that a bomb brought 
down a Russian passenger 

plane over Sinai, killing all 224 peo-
ple on board.

Cairo had been in denial as to the 
potential cause of the October 31st 
disaster since it occurred shortly 
after take-off from Sharm el-Sheikh 
International Airport en route to St 
Petersburg.

The bomb-on-board scenario 
wold mean that the Islamic State 
(ISIS) was able to infiltrate Egypt’s 
airport security.

“This means that we are in bad 
need for extra security measures 
at our airports,” security analyst 
Farouk Megrahi said after defend-
ing Egypt’s security procedures.

Russia on November 17th said 
that a home-made bomb brought 
down the Metrojet airliner over Si-

nai, confirming that the plane was 
destroyed by a terrorist act. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin vowed 
to find and punish those responsi-
ble and ordered an increase in air 
strikes in Syria as “inevitable retri-

bution” for the attack.
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 

al-Sisi, who had downplayed the 
terrorist act scenario as “prema-
ture”, has not commented on the 
Russian investigation results.

Sisi was in London in early No-
vember and was not apparently 
given the British intelligence infor-
mation about the crash, informa-
tion that was confided to Putin only 
hours later.

But now that the bomb seems 
to be the most likely, Egypt has to 
deal with its possible disastrous 
economic and diplomatic conse-
quences.

On November 17th, Egyptian 
Prime Minister Sherif Ismail said 
concerned agencies would take the 
results of the Russian investigation 
into consideration. An inquiry into 
the plane crash is continuing in 
Egypt.

News that Egypt had arrested 
two Sharm el-Sheikh airport offi-
cials in connection with the plane 
crash was dismissed by the Interior 
Ministry.

The sure thing, however, is that 
Egypt will soon have to act to ad-
dress suspected holes in its airport 
security, observers say.

Political commentator Nabil 
Fouad said he does not expect the 
crisis to negatively affect Egyptian-
Russian ties. However, he antici-
pated it to have disastrous conse-
quences on the Egyptian economy.

Since the plane crash, thousands 
of Russian and British tourists have 
left Sharm el-Sheikh and Hurghada, 
amid reports that bazaars are clos-
ing in the two resorts.

Russia used to send Egypt about 
3 million visitors a year, a little less 
than 30% of all tourists coming to 
the country and a boon to an econo-
my reeling from the effects of years 
of political turmoil.

Amr Emam is a Cairo-based 
contributor to The Arab
Weekly.
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, centre, observes a minute of 
silence with senior Russian officials before a meeting on Russian 
plane crash in Egypt, at the Kremlin in Moscow, on November 17th.

Russia on 
November 17th said 
that a home-made 
bomb brought 
down the Metrojet 
airliner over Sinai.
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ISIS has suffered 
critical setbacks in 
Syria and Iraq in 
recent days.

French soldiers pass the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, on November 16th.
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